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"The Plan for a Declining City" 

The actions of this thesis are an attempt to explain how a small town might be 
able to avoid decline. The root cause of small town decline is the theory that 
man y small towns rely on that 'one large factory' that has opened its doors on 
the edge of town-in fact that may be the only reason that the town existed 
there at all. Markets for that specific industry tend to come and go or take­
off until the 'bubble' bursts. One solution for a town that does not have the 
gift of being able to have attracted a varied commercial/industrial (CI) base 
is a college. Towns that have institutions such as this, or even another type 
of influential institution have faired better than those based on industry such 
as a sawmill, a truck manufacturing plant, or any o ther production industry for 
example. 

In these towns the factory first leaves, then residents soon follow, and then 
the businesses along "Main Street" suffer and c l ose t hei r doors. A town needs 
to feel centered; there is a need to redefine a definition . Once the town's 
industry has gone, there can be little if any definition. The small town should 
become defined by a new institution . A university that matches the population 
of the town it is in will no doubt become the image of the city. It will not 
only help to define the city, but will itself become the symbol and landmark. 

I have selected the small town of Vandalia, Michigan to work as a case study 
for my theories . This small town of 450 people is arguably in decline. There 
no doubt that this village has always been a small town, but if there is 
nothing for it to center itself on (for example a physical downtown or main 
street), it will inevitably lose interest as a viable community, and "If you 
don't grow, you die." l Every community needs residential, retail, office space, 
recreation, and civic spaces; if several of these are missing, the village 
ceases to be a cohesive community. 

• 
1.S 

There are many towns still waiting for that one big plant to come back to town 
and reemploy its citizens, and yet most of them will never see that day. 
However, with the continued stability of the college industry, these towns can 
foster continued sustainability in their tax roles, town population, and busi­
ness custody. An educational institution centered around and balanced by other 
necessary community places can give it employment, a sense of place, as well as 
become a stepping stone to the redevelopment of the Main Street businesses. 

l-Russ Lewis of the Oakland County main Street program on Tuesday, January 
17,2006 



"The Plan for a Declining City: Vandalia" 

The actions of this thesis are an attempt to give small towns a possible solu­
tion to combat many aspects of their decline. Originally this study was solely 
looking at decline in terms of population; it has since been broadened to other 
aspects of decline. The term 'decline' is best defined in terms of my thesis 
as: "4. to deteriorate gradually; fail." Population decline is merely a calcu­
lable measure of how well a community is doing-it is merely a step in decline 
somewhere along the process. The factory first leaves, then residents soon 
follow, and then the businesses along 'Main Street" suffer and close their 
doors as well. 

The root cause of small town decline lies heavily in the theory that man small 
towns rely on the 'one large factory' that has opened its doors on the edge 
town-in fact that may be the only reason that the town is that at all. Markets 
for these industries tend to come and g o , or take-off until the 'bubble' 
bursts. There must be a way to stop an area's decline especially as seems to be 
the case for a 'one-industry' town. 

If a town could choose anyone industry for which to rally around, let it be a 
college institution. For a town that does not have the gift of being able to 
have attracted a varied commercial / industrial base (CI): I feel that the best ' 
one-industry' that a town could have and which has been able to weather the ups 
and downs of varied sectors of the open marketplace, is a college. Towns that 
have an institution such as this, of even another type of influential institu­
tion (as in the long-time employer in town) have faired better than those towns 
based on industry, such as a sawmill, a truck manufacturing plant, or any other 
form of production or assembly for example. 

Every town needs a plan to grow-it can't stay a small town forever or it will 
eventually cease to even be an existing town: "If you don't grow, you die." 
Once the town's primary employer is gone, definition of the town slowly begins 
to be lost. A person/town needs to feel centered-there will be a need to rede­
fine a definition. Every community needs residential, retail, office space, 
recreation, and civic spaces; if several of these are missing, the village 
ceases to be a cohesive community. Without these qualities in a downtown the 
village can have little on which to base itself both physically and finan­
cially. 



"The Plan for a Declining City: Vandalia" 

This then raises the question, "How do you want to grow?" Every community 
needs some plan; it shouldn't take an outsider to devise one as that individual 
or group may not have the required knowledge of the community's needs. There­
fore, the town authorities can not simply lament at their village meeting that 
the floor in the town hall needs to be refinished. Beyond these day to day 
issues, there must also be a master plan for the town to grow. I am not neces­
sarily implying that every town needs an institution, rather that those that 
are in decline could be helped by one: it can give the town definition, or even 
become the definition of the town itself. Therefore, a college can easily have 
the same population as the town itself. As a consequence, the town becomes 

• 

defined by that school. Similarly, Detroit with its primary industry (at least 
at one time or another) being / was the automobile manufacturing. Because of that 
is acquired the nickname 'Motown.' Even after much of that industry has left 
the city; it still is the definition of it. Similarly, a university that 
matches the population of the town it is in will no doubt become the image of 
the city. If the school is much larger than the community in which it is 
settled it will not only help to define the city, but will then become a symbol 
and a landmark-it will be as much the figure of that town as the auto industry 
to Detroit. 

I have selected the small town of Vandalia, Michigan to work as a case study 
for my theories. This small town of 450 people is arguably in decline, No homes 
have been constructed there in recent decades (even to replace that ones that 
burned as a result of being used as a Methamphetamine lab). It has an unemploy­
ment rate above Michigan state average (which is one of the worst in the U.S. 
as it is). Its town's population is significantly undereducated on a profes­
sional level. The town itself has a density "below state average for cities." 
A judge in a case on 17 January 2006 said this about one Vandalia resident: '" 
Your home was being operated as a methamphetamine lab. The situation got out of 
control. It was a flop house for methamphetamine users.'" Yet another incident 
with a few Vandalia residents: "Cass County Prosecutor Victor A. Fitz has 
charged two Vandalia residents and a Cassopolis resident with 46 counts each 
for their involvement in an 'extended and violent incident late last week 
Monday night at Lawless Park." It certainly sounds to me not just as if it 
have always been a small town, but also a town that is on the brink of decline. 
Moreover, if one were to drive through Vandalia as I have done several times, 
and take an extra moment to drive down a side street or two, one will quickly 
notice that many of the three hundred by three hundred foot blocks have on 
average about two homes on each. At least an observer of the town will notice 
the very decrepit condition of the homes; many are in such disrepair as to 



"The Plan for a Declining City: Vandalia " 

appear unlivable. On my journey to visit the village after selecting t o use it 
for my thesis , while driving down a street at the south edge o f the city , I 
noticed a ramshackle trailer located in the woods . The family appeared so poo r 
that they had no other recourse than to surround a grill in the front of the 
trailer to cook their food. I felt guilty for even having observed their sad 
circumstances to the extent that I could not compel myself to even take a 
picture of their state. Finall y , if there is nothing for Vandalia to center 
itself on (a physical downtown or Main Street) then the village 's interest as a 
viable community will inevitabl y be l ost in addition to the remainder of the 
town . 

The village of Vandalia is situated in a r ura l setting and is in the County of 
Cass in southwest Michigan. It is one square mile and is bisected by M-60 as 
its main thoroughfare in the east-West directi on . On Monday January 9th , 2006 
at 7pm I attended a village council meeting. This was an important f or me to 
understand some of the current issues being discussed b y those in the commu­
nity. As aforementioned, this council meeting f ocused on what seemed to me 
trivial issues, almost banal and laughable-"When can we get that last remaining 
Chr istmas light down from the street pole that the DPW crew couldn't reach?" 
Also as aforementioned, the town must develop itself l ong-term design guide­
lines t o get itself back on its feet. The members o f the council acknowledged 
my presence at their meeting; after explaining my terms f o r being there, I fol­
lowed up their inquiries with a questi on of my own, "What is Vandalia's biggest 
problem?" One of the council members spoke up relaying that it was money. This 
was an expected response as I had figured based on my j ourneys through the 
village. What however was surprising is that there appears to be no plan in the 
town to increase their revenues. Withou t growth, they will inevitably never 
have anymore additions to the taxpayer r oles than currently exists. Ce rtainl y 
my ideas rely heavily on the issues of economics, but s o does the Village o f 
Vandalia's. This is where many small t owns begin to see that other aspect of 
decline aside from the physical. 

There are many towns still waiting for that one big plant to come back to town 
and reemploy its citizens, and yet most of them will never see that day. 
However, with the continued stability of what I believe is in the college 
industry, these towns can foster continued sustainability in their revenues , 
town population, and business custody. An educational institution cantered 
around and balanced by other necessary community places can give the towns' 
people a place of employment, sense of place, as well as becoming a stepping 
stone to the redevelopment of their Main Street businesses. 



"The Plan for a Declining City: Vandalia" 

To incorporate the categories of residential, retail, office space, recreation, 
and civic spaces into the downtown, I have designed a park at the core of the 
downtown intersection in Vandalia. This park will c onsist o f a mix of plaza 
spaces and green spaces for programmed and unprogrammed activities. The open 
spaces will in turn be surrounded by a series o f mixed uses. Buildings on two 
sides will be a part of the college, while development on the opposite sides 
will consist of civic structures. There should further be locations where func­
tions mix and integrate. In order to facilitate street walking, the ground 
floor of the structures should consist of retail uses whenever possible. Addi­
tionally , the existing town park is to be renovated and kept in its current 
location adjacent to the plaza. A new walkway is to be integrated next to it to 
connect the town to its likely only current asset-its river. This walkway will 
begin one of the connections between the city and its surrounding farming 
areas. Also , insertions will be made through the town square as well as into 
adjacent blacks . These inserted paths will be parallel (or perpendicular to the 
direction of the river. Integrating these interleaves with the orthogonal 
street grid will create an interesting juxtaposition that should also begin to 
help tie the town back to the river and its quality. Also , the realignment of 
the town and the superimposed street grid will create plazas, spaces , and 
places , to further e nhance the usage of the plaza. 

End Notes 

I-The American Heri tage Dictionary of the English language , Fourth Edition 
2-Russ Lewis of the Oa kland County Ma in Street program on Tuesday , January 
17 , 2006 . 
3-Russ Lewis of the Oakland County Main Street program on Tuesday, January 
17 , 2006. 
4- http://www . city- data. com/city/Vandalia- Michigan . html 
s-"Vandalia man s ent enced to prison for ' flop house ' ." Dowagiac daily News. 
17 January 2006. 
6-"Three in Lawles s bra wl arraigned ." Edwa rdsburg Argus . 22 December 2005. 
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Import, nee 
This project re l ates d i rect l y to my desires for how an urban area can be re j uvenated 
without necessar i ly catering to a 'nos t a l g ic ' sense of place. This project carries 
att itudes of modern deve l opment and function for a new era of inhabitants. Further ­
more, the scale i s that of a smal l-town redevelopment project, but still has trans­
formed many of the town ' s ma i n thoroughfares. " . . . the a ~m of the redesign was to 
create a wi de range of usefu l spaces wh i ch have the i r own character and t he right 
atmosphere for cer tain activities." 

Succe •••• 
"The new concept picked up existing str uctures and programmes and defined it in a 
clearer way-it made hidden qualities visible and useable." Also, as the village is 
busy as a tourist town in wi nter and summer, the planners for this project came up 
with a novel idea. They decided to make it possible to change the shape and design 
of each plaza area with the seasons as the crowds come and go . "In spring and autum 
c l early defined spaces are f l ooded with water and form sma ll , geometr ic l akes, other 
spaces a r e r epl aced by enbedded flower boxes. " The designers had this innovative 
idea to change the density of the space seasonaly along with the densities in the 
crowds. 
Failur •• 
In my opinion the main probl em with this project is that the idea of eliminating the 
car was in fact a nostaligc 1dea. " . . . it was poss ible to revive the character of the 
village as it was-like old pictures show- before private traffic took the upper hand. 
" 
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to my thesis ideas in that this mill had been vacnat for several years 
or used simply as storage and was adaptively reused ~s a residential development. It 
is not only has a completely different use from its original intentions but the 
project also helped to turn an industrial riverfront into a residential zone. Fur­
thethlOre, based on the demand "as expressed by a young, urbane public," it seems to 
be an urban development that eaters to what a new generation 1s looking tor . 

... c.,. .... 
It is a good example of how a drastic reuse ot a building doesn't inherently mean a 
drastic gutting of a building interior. The desingers were able to keep a reference 
to the building's history while at the same time instilling a new function. "The 
timb.r construction and the largely open room surfac.s cr.at. a ware-house like 
character, which is highlighted by the immediate proximity of 'raw' materials such 
as timber and concrete and the equivalent treatment of old and new building sub­
stanc .... 

ra11aze. 
Th. proj.ct do.sn't necessarily have any failures; they probably did the best they 
could in the case of an adaptive reuse. But it is probably a bit to simple in its 
treatment of a design for a residential complex. 
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This ne w building is an example of how an interact i ve bui ding progra can react 
wi th its sur round i ng neighborhood to revita l i ze the area , " .. i n the mi dst of a 
neighborhood i n Zur i ch , that - a few me e yea r s ago- su f fered r om subs tan i al socia l 
problems, drug dealing, and i l lega residents. " Th i s projec~ was integrated into an 
existing c~nema to Crea te a ixed use development. 

succ ••••• 
The success of this project ies i n its ties to a preexi st ~ ng cu l tura hub , " the 
c i nema , whi ch spec i al "zes in ar f i l ms , soon bec ame known i n town a nd is so success ­
ful that it commi sioned an extension wi th two auditoriums, a restaurant, and flats 
on ad jacen t sides. Another success to thi s project i s how the funct10ns are tied 
together based on the type of use r s the al r eady existing c i nema had attrac ed, " the 
films are p r ojected r ight through the foyer and the pictures are reflected by the 
glass pane s sepe r ating it from the c~nema proper by way o f a gallery and back onto 
the ceil ing of t he r estaurant ." 

Failur •• 
Poss i b l y, the p ro ject's only downfal l 1s in fact l ts funct l on . As t he bu i l d i ng ' s 
ground f l oo r functions cater to a night l i fe , the fats above were exposed in direct 
open ways to these events . This therefore , wi ll not allow certa~n types of res i ­
dents. 
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wby I chose CCS as a case study . .. 
• 

(. { IT 71 1 J 
Their mission hopes to accomplish a goa l that i s similar to what I want to do with mine­
give students a good education and training as wel l as inter ct with the community in 
positive ways. 
--- "The College educates visual artists and designers , knowledgeab l e i n var ied fie l ds, 
who will be I_doer. in creative profess ons that .Iutpe .oci.ty and advanc. 
9zowtb . The College fosters students' resolve to pursue excellence , act ethically, 
aabrace th.i.r r.~-on-ibi.Ii.tl •• a. dtl •• n- of div.r •• local ,nd glob,l c iti. •• , and 
learn throughout their lives. The College engages in c~ty .a1yice by offering 
opportunities for artistic enrichment and ope%I.iDg career patlnray. to talauted jpdjyi du­

ala of ,IZ age • . " 

CCS Pertn.r.hip. 
The CAP approach to cOil.Hunity arts education is based in a visua l arts cU1:riculurn 
inspired by art ~aking , team teaching, and team learning. Programs are individua l ly 
crafted with host organizat i ons. 

--B1:inging art education to the community, bringing community to ar t education. 
--The Community Arts Partnersh i ps (CAP) program deve lops and ma i nta i ns partnerships 
between CCS and the met r opolitan Detroit community. 
--Partnerships work with gove r nment and community organizations to : 
-- Inspire young people from diverse backgrounds to make the visual arts a part of their 
lives 
--Bring education in a rt, design, and new technolog i es to the greater community 
-- Inform young peopl e about art and des i gn career oppo rtun ities. 

Programs I nclude: 
School and after- school student enrichment programs throughout the Detroit metro area. 
Neighborhood beautification , including murals and art exhibits. 
Speciali zed art and design programs for students and teachers on the CCS campus. 
Art and design Career Discovery Tours for mi ddl e school students. 

program S";Opc 

1, 200 s tudent s 

Collage for Creative Stadie. quantity 
t ..... U Building 
Kr"98-Ford Buildin9 
Walter B . Ford Building II 
lee~e Re s o1Jrce Center 
l~ini.tration end tiona 

rooa si •• net .q. ft . gLO ••• q . ft . 
19,000 
194,000 
108,000 
3 , 200 
12,750 
336,950 AC'DEMZC 
232,000 (ina 

71 (263 beds) 9 50 sq . ft. 68,000 100,000 

436, 950 SIn 



a brief history 
ne Detroit Soo:iety of Arb .nd Craib ch.nqed ib n_ to the Center for ereative 
stuc1iea-Colleq. of Art and o.aign in 1975. Th. Jer.aq.-Ford Build1.nq ••• the 

year . In 1997 the Acadeaic Re80urce Center ... added to ~U8, followed by a 
p.rkinq atcQctur. in 1999. In the fall of 2001, CCS in.uqurated the ne" Walter B . Ford 
II Builc1inq, in .dd1tion to two renovated biatoric hou.inq tb. adln1n1.tration .nd 

office8 . Over the yea r 8, CCS 8tudent enro~nt ba8 grown "ith the : 1 , 
200 atudanb .r. no" workinq toward B . F.A. d.ecJr_a in nin. a .nd 22 concen-
tr.tion •. 

, 

Adaition. 

y ..... Jtt 

Build1.nq 

Itr •• q.­
Ford 

Build1.nq 

• • • 
• 
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The goal of this program is to seek to improve the surrounding environment by 
integrating existing cOllllllunity aspects into an institution . 

Primary Goal 
-The overall project is to develop a cultural landmark [institution] that will 
have a positive effect on the surrounding areas. 

Secondary Goals 
-Be more than just an educational institution of higher learning. 
-Become the definition of 'school ' for a shrinking city . 
-Sst an example as a landmark institution of education within a shrinking city . 

Tertiary Goals 
-Take the best aspects of the surrounding areas and combine them into a struc ­
ture that will tie the community together. 
-Have the institution 'piggy - back' on a preexisting piece of culture . 
-Give the area an identit y [in culture ] through its pride in the institution. 
-Become a key in the area economy, being a stable civic landmark. 
-Attract persons from outside areas to interact with the local residents 
through the offerings of the institution. 
- Be primarily dedicated to education . 
-Educate outsiders about the urban condition and at the same time, give the 
locals a chance to receive a free education alongside . 
-The attendees of the institution should be educated in the urban condition 
like no generation before. 
-Serve as a place where culture, and a generation open to new experiences, meet 
ready to learn new ideas and treat old issues in a new way . 
-Tie a younger generation to urbanity through culture. 



450 students 

room type 

Civic Leadership Department 
the new economy-info ., knowledge , and tech lecture classrc 
inuniqration and entrepreneurship 
large industries in the small communlty 
small business development 
small community redevelopment 

culture and Educati on Department 

lectu re classr( 
lecture classrc 
lecture classr( 
lecture classrc 

local cultural and institutional developme class room 
economics of COllununity development 
regional marketing developmen 
regional government collaboration 

manufacturing 
arts and culture 
high- tech 

rest rooms 
lounges 
entranceways 
exhibition space 
dining room 
dining lounge 

stUdio rooms 
lounge spaces (ancillary spaces) 

offices 
ancillary functions 

classroom 
classroom 
classroom 

workroom 
studio!classro( 
technology roor 

• slze 
Quant 1 ty pe r 

room 

2 @ 
2 @ 
2 @ 
2 @ 
2 @ 

2 @ 
2 @ 
2 @ 
2 @ 

2 @ 

3 @ 

3 @ 

3 @ 

2 @ 

2 @ 

1 @ 

1 @ 

1 @ 

30x30 
30x30 
30x30 
30x30 
30x30 

30x30 
30x30 
30x30 
30x30 

100x50 
50x50 
50x50 

lOxl0 
30x30 
30x30 
60xlOO 
50x50 
50x50 

150 @ 15x20 
2 @ 50x100 

net factor 
sq . ft. 

1, 800 
1 , 800 
1, 800 
1, 800 
1, 800 

1, 800 
1, 800 
1, 800 
1, 800 

10 , 000 
7, 500 
7 , 500 

300 
1, 800 
1 , 800 
6, 000 
2, 500 
2 , 500 

X 1. 3 

X 1. 3 
X 1. 3 
X 1. 3 
X 1. 3 

X 1. 3 
X 1. 3 
X 1. 3 
X 1. 3 

X 1.4 
X 1.4 
X 1.4 

X 1.3 
X 1.3 
X 1.3 
X 1.3 
X 1.3 
X 1.3 

45 , 000 X 1. 2 
10 , 000 X 1.2 

10 @ 14 . 5x 14. 2 , 14 3 X 1. 4 
X 1. 4 

gross 
sq . ft . 

2 , 340 
2, 340 
2, 340 
2 , 340 
2, 340 

11 , 700 

2 , 340 
2, 340 
2, 340 
2, 340 
9 , 360 

40.430 TOTAl. 

14 , 000 
10 , 500 
10 , 500 
35.000 TOTN. 

390 
2, 340 
2, 340 
7 , 800 
3, 250 
3, 250 

19.370 TOTAL 

54 , 000 
12 , 000 
66 . 000 ~ 

3, 000 
2 , 000 
5 . 000 TOTAl. 
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Dec i sion s t o use these sites as early choi c es arise fr om the thesis state ­
men ts and early program requirements of attemp t ing t o l ocate my institu­
t ion in a c ommunit y t hat is in decline. Al l three o f these alternatives 
have similar poo r c rime s t atisti c s , are an area that has been neg l e c ted 

and abando ned , and is trending towards de cl ine . 

Flint , MI 
Ma n y peop l e in Sou t heast Mi c higa n (and e v en ma n y beyo nd) , kno w that Flint 
is a c ity i n steep decli ne. I choose a site i n this city where I would be 
able t o combine already existing institu ti ons o f educ atio n and d ownt own 
funct i o ns as a res ou r ce . My g oal was to he lp t o create a program f o r t h is 
s i te that would help t o revive the edge o f t he d o wnt own as well as t he 
ne ighrbo rhoods and v a c ant industrial areas (sligh tly t o t he no rt h ) . 

Detroit, MI 
The site in De t r o it is l ocated alo ng Grat io t Ave., just t o t h e east o f 
downtown Detro it . My g oal here , wa s t o choose a site in the c ity that 
could tap i nto exis t ing pie c es o f cu ltu r e t o rev i ve the surrounding areas. 
Although this area ma y need help , it d oes ha ve the preexisting institutio n 
of t he Eastern Market distri c t l ocated immediately a cc r o ss the stree t . 

Vandalia, MI 
Vandalia i s a small t o wn in Southwest Mi ch igan l o cated al o ng M- 6 0 b e twe e n 
Three Rivers and Casso po lis. It is a rural t o wn o f 450 people. Altho ug h it 
isn ' t what many might c o nsider ' urban ,' it is a t o wn on the decline, a nd 
has s i milar unempl o yment, vacant homes , and p overty statist i cs t o b o t h 
Flint and De troit. 



r 

• 
n 

n 
g 

o 
s 

- --

._-

• 

• • 

sit. view looking south 

former 
manufacturing areas 

(1. 0 miles) 

• 

-



HlA'nldlty 

I , 

Sunshine 

"'" ... ,... ~ Aug _ oa _ Ole 

Cloudy D_ys 

"'" .\1 2 

..... 

... 
, . 
&; 

7 1 I 

7 ••• $ 

I 





-

, 
• 
It t 

SITE: 
' vacant plot 

I of 

• • 

Precipitation 

Humidity 

I ' / 

COr 
.. ... 5 

eo; 
: 

eo; 
S 

. : 

.. "'I Soo oa _ 00: __ 

Wind Speed (mph) 

ft C :s: 

Snowfall 

Ooudy Days 

... F40 AI. "" ..., 





Vanda.Ua . Mic:hiqan 

:" l.lt,wdIt; 4 .. n a. ! .. ,~.... )1 If 

A.-.. <I 3r, 1" 
,uss .~tOft I~" lOOOt til. ~! . "'- 'J ." ('"' , .. 
...... r <1:1 •• U. "t. ,-.l.a: J), t·" .,,') 
L .... "~ .... : . '_t. 
-'''"'"tJ' , C ••• 

... • t ... , .r: ,yur ... \I .. 
• .., I 490' 

,I: Oi . .. u .. ' t 

........ ' 1. 
• • • 1 

..... ' H.' ,..." 
I.e : ' HO,' " ' '''' ' lO~ ;t 

1 h D.l-M C.,.., lIOoO) 

.' 7 U yu, 'U a . 

'hell U' ", 
." . .... -.'.,. .. 1< U4 t \) 
~"J ......... . 4 1-. 
~ ., ~,. I.e.. I ) . tt l 
&;. etC' l l.h l • 
..... u~ J"I~ II . " • 
.;., 7'", n . H l 

" ,~ (I.,t l 
.... 1. .. :1Ml1_ IO . hl 
.. ~! UF ' ., .. 0'I0r-.'" ". Ct ) . 

,.. I" H' ..... 'la.'.n ll • • ua i2._ , E_ 

.,,. e<' ;oel 04" ' •• , ' 0 " 
" ? 7 ,0". ~'r_ Gr "I~' I s )' 
e' '''''' ''_ . f ~ro~.'-" ' 7$ 1 "'~ I O ... ~ 
,7 ;le)211 I) " U 
.... '" ',. .... 1 l_ tt _ II , I e J ... , .. t .. 

..... e I ... U» "t .... e: 7 la ..... '., .'.'.· ... ,,' s 

he 

C .~ .. ,u.s, ') . h 
........ . 4' . , ,r, nut_ l.Ot 

Wl 7 1$ , , . " 

'0_' , 14 .'-
• . " .-. ~ .. ... . I ' 0\ .... UF 

S""- ,,.C'tl7, 
"'$ ren . n U . 

5 ! ) 7 , .. " 

. .... ' 

...-'-.. .. lA". 177 'U .U·U .. \ . ... ~ . ,~ a...II , ..... .. , ... ~ ••• I I II I 
• • ,~.t _P .... h .-jI "'"' .. _ HI' - _ I: HI 

.. $ II - IS .. ", 'I •• ~ .. _ , 7 2 
nau na ....... "n ~ .... , h a .utJt • .,. . ... ?a ;z, :., .• ,., ' ... et 7 :n I t . , . . .... , ..,. . 
U-c. r _ S " ,1.. II_ ,. r ..... .... ", I tt_U, I' a nUle ._ . .... 
~h" ... . ' 0 '1' 0.,. e 1 .t nt.. """l"'" ........ ., ..... ' _' £ .... \1_ ,.,~t ... t ,n nt.. I ............ 
• ?, ' I t _ 11 ... f\ .. " Atf .,1 1: ttl' .... , ... 

t ... . t peO . · l $Jflo " ' . j"" , .... r_ '~I ""r '10 ' U , ' u" t , : '~H • .-, ... 
ht . 'r . t y ' I • , •• ' ... I., C.tJ ... 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 
., • 
• • .. 

• , 
• 

Precipitation 

Average Temperatures 

. , ..... I , 

Humidity 

• 

Wind Speed (mph) 

c.. 1-., :$' 

us .... :" 

_ ... 
" ... .. b " 

e , 

US' : 
ws 2 

I 

\A e ,,, 
I •• 0 

Ulh8' I 

• - -+-4.- -+-+-'-1- '- -j-..... 
I 

I • · ' , • 
• • 

Snowfall 

... , 

Sunshine 
.-~-- , I 

, 

Ooucty Days 



Wby? 

This site was ultimately selected of the three because I felt 
that my program would be able to begin to make and impact to 
improve an entire small town versus solely a neighborhood in a 
larger urban city . 

Challenges/Opportunities of the site 

Be ing that my institution is likel y to be a col lege, this will 
have a huge impact on a city with on ly 450 people. However , this 
c an likewise prov ide opportunities to create a space f o r the 
town; a place whe re the town can be centered on a primary cul ­
tural institution and / or landmark. 

Change of site location in the town 

Provided that the above can be come true through my project , it 
is therefore cr itical that my site l ocati on be within the city 
limits , a t the "heart o f the city ." It will be in t e r esting to 
study how an entire town can and will be impacted by the moves 
that I will introduce into it. 
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M-60 "Street Facade" 
• 

"'in ""' '''''''I,U, 

Section A 

-

Main St . Street Facade • • • 

, 
• •• 

..1 

-
looking north into site 

. 1119'1, . _I 

'~'·""·'>.-1 ' ,>, ,;.Y', 
',_",1>'. 

looking north 

looking east. into site 



Sited at the center of the downtown, the ideas are t o connect the t own to 
its existing amenities - from the small river on the west side of the town, 
to the fields by which the town is surrounded. How can the site begin to 
tie the town together into a cohesive unit and create a place where Main 

Street and M- 60 cross. 



The ideas are to connect the town to 
its riverfront; through what forms, 
massings, and connections can this be 
understood and accomplished? 

Here is a study of how the edges of my 
stie could address the current essen­
tially non-existent street facade, as 
well as the connections to the streets 
immediately surrounding the block where 
the site is located. 

Yet another idea is to understand what 
the town needs. The the wood massings­
metal mesh represents a street facade 
of commercial functions for use by the 
townspeople whereas the metal mesh dis­
plays the functions of my program 
located behind. 



Final site intentions are to tie the town's existing assets through my site , 
becoming the new center o f the town - it will be the definition of Vandalia. In 

the back left corner is a monument to mark the site and its importance. The 
dominating gray 'paths' are a gesture towards the town and its connections both 

f o rmally and f o r the pedestrian with interwoven program functions. 



-
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a proposed street facade alo ng M-60 where my site meets the town 

a basic street fa cade study of a proposed residential area to border my s ite 

a posible section cut through a campus dormitory- - with yellow showing the dorm 
r ooms , pink representing the lounge spees, green as the entrances, and the blue as 

secondary functions 



The following towns we r e chosen as an exhibit of their downtowns as a possible in­
~cat~on of where I expect my town's populat~on to be once my program ~s in place . 

Each of these towns is between the populat~on of 2 tlmes or 3 tjrnes the size of 
Vandalia and yet the form of their downtown is wide ranging . The building heights 
of the structures loacted around each Main Street space were generally in the two 

stroy range . 

Brookl MI 
oenter diV1d.e/ median with landacapinq 
and small .tructure. 

Estjmated population 2004: 1,351 
Land area: 1.0 sq. miles 

Stow. 
one whole 
full size 

ridge MI 
block as a center park 
buildinq/ town hall 

Estimated p opUl atio n 200 4: 1 , 288 
Land area: 1.5 sq. miles 

wi th a 

• 

• 



town traIn station 

the center of town wi thout any landscaping 

cont.inuous two story structures 
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There is a tension between the orthogonal cardinal grid and that of the river/m-60 
route. It seems as though the orthogonal grid was superimposed simply because the 

town could. The challenge is going to be recognizing this at my site through forms, 
massings, and plan. 



The intersectio n of two axes . There is the idea that since the tension of the com­
peteing axes exist , that poss ibly this could c r eate a place where instituiona l town 

functions can meet , interact , and balance with institution university functi ons . 
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The spaces created in the center of the town by the intersection of the 
existing and new axes . 

green 

public spaces 
• pr1va 

shared spaces 
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Consistent with my intentions for massing , 
the overall idea of the floor plans is to 
break up otherwise continuous uses of space 
into separate forms and groupings . 

Massing for classroom building intended to 
look as small sperate buildi ng blocks rather 

than one single large building . 
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looking North No rtheast acro ss the 
front o f the plaza t oward the 

weekend farmers ' market 

bird ' s eye view fr om the no rth 
edge o f t own (the university 

expansi o n directio n) t oward the 
university buildings 

walking South Southeast into t o wn 
between the d o r ms and administra­

ti o n fr om the no rth entrance 

l oo king no rthfrom the edge o f the 
t o wn plaza across the o utdoo r 

stage area t o ward the t o wn 
pavillio n 



looking north 

looking north 



view of 
outdoor 
stage 
area 
l ooking 
from the 
inside 
of the 
top of 
the t o wn 
pavillio n 

t h e idea behind the 
exposit i on o f my 
mate rials was that 
the masses of the 
buildings ' facades 
were t o be broken 
up into 1 0 ' by 10 ' 
squares to redu ce 
the size of the 
walls being consi s ­
tent with my inten ­
tions f o r the small 
t o wn as well as 
beg i n t o introduce 
obvious ly urban ma ­
terials to small 
p o rti ons of build­
ings where plausi­
ble in terms of in ­
ter i o r functions 



looki ng east from center of plaza - classroom 
build i ng on left/church entrance o n right west on M- 60 
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gazing NNE across the town plaza from 
the steps of the town hall 

town plaza space 
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Fina l comments from critics: 

WI LL WITTIG 
-there needs to be a better indication of parcels of land : what areas to 
p r otect as the town/campus grows 
-good start, but need a business plan to anticipate growth/sequence 
JULIB !tIM 
-need more investi gat ions of built edges: need to fully i nves tigate ground 
f l oo r plans and their interface : spaces between urban scale and architecture 
scale 
DAN PITERA 
-what is already there [in Vandalia ) and how can it be celebrated? 
-peopl e there are ther e doi ng something 
-make a con junction between new and old 
-your town square has no i dent ity to t he ex i st ing town: needs to be more than 
an a p l anni ng exerci se 
cnIG BORON 
-cut budget in half: creates more inte r est i ng p laces 

- Dorms above retail creates moments 
- overlay : get out of the p l ans 
-keep fo l d i ng things back on t hemse l ves 

,J·'lTU'lTLIB I: I N 
-there is nothing that pushes back against moves made: vertical layering 
DAN PI'tRRA 
-what is it go i ng to be like fifteen years / twenty years from now? 
-growth can be bad if issue is on l y about economic growth 
WILL WITTIG 
-what does it mean to be urban in this context? 
DAN 
- loo k at Maurice Cox's work at Bayview: dens ity of things other than just 
buildings 
WILL WITTIG 
-you never really challenged yourse lf with the situation 
-should have more willingness to cons ider other than what is first drawn 

:' : 
- nee d to show a p l an that is more zoomed in 
-buildings need not have specific uses: a genera l Vandalia bui lding? 
-disso l ve university i nto c ity 



Ko.to~ , Spiro . The City The JJ:1~t. o~ Orb,D 11'0 ill Throuqh Hi.tory . rir.t North Amer-
iC,D Edition ed . Boston , Toronto , London : Bul~iDch Pre." 1992 . 
The central theme of this book 1s an analysis 1n the process and change of urban areas over 
time. It is an examination of urban fonns and their meaning. Kostof was a professor of archi­
tectural history at UC Berkley. 

Lynch , Kevin . The X-,qe o~ the City . 2nd ed . C,mbriclqe : Razv.rd Oniversity Pre.s , 1960 . 
In the words of Lynch, the central theme of this book is ~about the look of cities, and whether 
this look is of any importance, and whether it can be changed." He takes a look into and 
delights at urban form. This work is part of a series of volumes with Professor Gyorgy Kepes at 
the Joint Center of Urban and Regional Studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
Harvard University. 

Mill.r , David . "Speech ~or W&1 ter Gordon Circle . " , Toronto . 01 JUDe 2004 . 
In this speech the mayor of Toronto describes the steps that his city will need to ta ke over 

the near future to continue to be one of the best cities in North America. 

Morrish , Willi, .. , and C&tberine Brown . p1 ,anj nq to Stay . Minneapolis : Milkweed tion. , 2000 . 
This text ftis a radical assertion of a polar opposite in our national character. It says Ameri­
cans also have a big place in their hearts for place and tradition, for history, for rooted­
ness." It provides a step-by-step, how-to for those planning to stay in their ne i ghborhood. 

pacione , Michael . Orb,n Ge09Laphy . N_ York : llouUedqe , 2001 . 
This is a textbook ranging background infoImation about urban geography to a -blend of theoret ­
ical and empirical information with wh ich to advance the knowledge of the city.w ~Pacione is 
Professor and Chair of Geography at the University of Strathclyde W in the OK. He ~has pub­
lished nineteen books, as wel l as numerous research papers. w 

Wi18on , Willie- B . The City kautiful 
Pre •• , 1964 . 

lh1.k , David . " Becoain9 the be.t Dai ly Record 20 NoVClber 1997 , Th. Ru.k 

This report ~outline(s) various regional policies and programs in other communities that could 
be adapted to York County's circumstances." 

Couch , Chris , Ch,rle. rraser , and SU.,n "-.rcy . O,han Reqeneration i.D Europe . Oxford : Bl aclew.ll 
Publ~sbiD9 , 2003 . 
This text contains a series of research into many initiatives to regenerate urban areas of 
Europe. Many of these cities are 'in the same boat' in that they have had past success (usually 
in industry), but after the decline of that respective industry have had to deal with tough 
issues of social, employment , and image problems. The authors go into great detail taking an 
objective look into the 'solutions' the given cities have attempted-some are successful and 
some not. 
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