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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCT ION

Purpo se

The purpose of this investigation 1s to study the
effect that treining in a Catholic coeducational university
may have upon the attitudes and beliefs of non-Catholic
students on certein relizious beliefs. This will be
accompli shed by en investigetion of the dfferences in view-
points between a grow of freshmen and a group of senior
student s by means of a questionnsire, & copy of wvhid wvwill be
found in Figure I, Pp. 31, 32, 33.

The question 1s of considerable importance beceuse of
the conditions in the world at large todey. Are the youths
of our netion beinz influenced in adverse directions by the
anti-relizious atmosphere pervading certeln other countries,
and to a certaln extent our own as well, or are they holding
fast to and developlng thelr religious convictions? If there
is such developmert , to what extent may we attribute it to
their treining while in cllege? Because of the seemingly
wide divergence of opinion es to just what the youths of our
nat ions do belleve, especially in reference to religious
met ters (end el how thelr beliefs during the adolescent
period influence their leter thinking and behavior), the writer
consulted a number of sources deeling with this problem. Does
the adolescent carry with him into college a certain religious

1
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fervor; or is he lackadaisical sbout such en important thing
as religzion? Opinions on this point very considerably. For
example, Garrison says, "The adolescent does not need a dogma
or creed to anchor on=-his need 1s to fiﬁd himself, and to
interrelate in his own thinking the processes of the universe

1 And cole end Morgan, "At each

with the general plan of life.”
ege beyond Tifteen fewer and fewer boys and girls go to church
and more end more become critical of x:'c-zlzl.g::l.ons.":2
Brooks, however, supports the opposite viewpoint. "Under
favorable conditions," he writes, "religion occupies a very
important place in the 1life of the meturing boy or girl. It
satisfies his groping for a fundemert sl, syntheslzed understanding
of the whole realm of experience. It gives him a sense of
values, a sense of personal relstlionships end obliget ionas.
It facilitetes the formation of high ideals of unselfish
service .... it alds him in resolving many confl icts of impulses
and desires, and thus assists him in attaining sound ment sl
heelth,">
With these various sttitudes in mind, end to aid in the
investigetion, we may formulate the followins hypthoses;
1) That non-Catholic students increase in their certainty

of bellef, number of beliefs, etcs., in a typical
Catholic school sltuetion

l. Karl C. Gerrison, The Psychology of Adolescence, p. 172.

2. Luells Cole and John J. B. Morgen, Psycholony of
Gildood end Adolescence, p. 366. ke

3. Fowler D. Brooks, The Psycholozy of Adolescence,
pp. 5‘1"42. -
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2) Thet non-Catholie students lose their certeinty of
belief durirg the time spent in a typical Cethollc
school situst ion

3) Thet there are no chenges in the bellefs of non-
Cetholic students during such a period

4) That non-Cetholic students gain in certeinty of belief
in some lnstences, and become uncertein in others,
durinc such a perilod.
Our aim, then, 1s to ascertesin vhich of the se hypotheses
en empirical study would substantlste,
Scope

There was no intent in the present study to investigete
the relirious probl’em in ell its pheses. The lnvestigstor wes
attempting to determine only the possible chernges in religlous
belliefs of non=Csthollc students in e Cetholic unlversity, by
comperine e typleal aroup of freshmen students with e similer
group of seniorss Do the religlous beliefs of non-Cetholic
students tend to undergo certalin chenges due to assocletlons
with Cetholics snd training in certein courses ellied to religion,
or cen 1t be sald that they ere not materislly effected by
these experiences?

Definitions

For purposes of clerificetlon 1t should be steted theat
in thls study the word Frotestant la defined es one belonging
to one of the denominetions of the Christlen Ghurch which
separeted from the Roman Cetholic Church during the Sixteenth
Century. Also, any denaminstion thst mey heve developed out
of this seperetion 13 included in this clessificetion.



4

The term Non=Cathollic, which subsumes Protestant, 1s
used broadly to include any lndividusl belonglng to eny rel iglous
felth or denominst ion spart from the Roman Cathollc, l.e.,

Moh armedan, Jew, Moslem, etce.

For our purposes rellgion mey be defined es the medium
through whilch we give to God the honor vhich 1s due Him,
ineluding worship by purely mentel scts, #nd by exterior ects
~of adorastion. By religious beliefs we understend here the
tenets of the various religions. Many sre, of course, common

to diverse den-minestions.



GIAPTER II
RELATED STUDIES

There is a relative lack of pertinent data with reference
to the problem under conslideration; however, a rmmber of
inve st iz at lons bear_ixr: indl rectly on the problem have been made
and these will be reviewed herewith.

The investigations conducted by Dudycha, "Religious Bellefs
of College Students," and "Religlous Bellefs of College Freshmen,"
are perhsps the most closely relsted studles,

In the first study to be consl dered, Dudycha sttacked the
problem by presentins to freshmen at Baldwln-Vellece, Coe,
Dubuque, Mi1lton, Monmouth, and Ripon Colleges, a serles of
twenty-five relizious beliefs. These were, for the most part,
qulte similar to the thilrty used in the present study. Altogether
there were 852 fresamen in Dudycha's study. In addition,
there were seniors from seven mid-western colleges - Baldwlin-
Wellace, Coe, Huron, Illinois, Milton, Monmouth, and Ripon.

Hlis partiauler problem was: Vheat are the religious bellefls of
college senlors, and how do their bellefs differ from those of
college fre -hmen?

For each of the twenty=five bellefs there were five
possalble responses, the subjects being instructed to place an
(X) in one of five columns, according to their belief. The
"A" colunm signified that the subjeet implicitly belleved;

°



"5" that he was inclined to believe but doubted; "C" that he
dld not know whether he be lieved or not (non-committel); "D"
thet he was inclined to disbelleve and doubt; end "E" that he
absolutely dld not belleve.

In order to determine whether these responses expressed
the student's actusl bellefs, a group of ninety-seven freshmen
from the first group wes presented with e second list iIn which
all of the twenty-five stetements were exectly contrary in
meanirng to those in the first list. The results were then
iomlntod. and the coefflclient was .931, indicating thet the
students dld know whet they believed.

Teking the entire freshmen group as such, they implieitly
believed on the everasge 65¢{ of the religious propoaltions, 13
were inclined to believe, 11% were non-committel, 4% were
inclined to disbelieve, end 7% ebsolutely al shell eved.”

In an earlier study, Dudycha endeavored to ascertaln the
religlous beliefs of college freshmen, usins subjects fram
Ripon College at the beglnning of the school yeer 1529=-30,
The form used wes the seme as the one 1in the above study with
identicel instruections, and in order to insure accurascy of
response subjects were agein glven a second list of religious
propositions with statements exactly contrsry in meening to
thoese in the first list. This second list was presented
twenty-five minutes after the first one, during which time

l. George J. Dudycha, "The Religious Beliefs of College
Students,” Journsl of Applied Psychology, XVII (19833), 585-603.



the students were occupled with other tests.

This time he attempted to answer such questions as "Wheat
do they believe?™ "Are they greatly inclined to believe the
proposltions submitted; 1s there internel constaney in thelr
belliefs or are they greatly inclined to disbelieve?” "Are
they conservative, non-cormittal, or non-conservative?"

In thlis instance each of the ninety-seven students (egaln
teking the group as a whole), implicitly believed on the
average 60% of the statements; they were inclined to believe
15¢; were non-committal on 12%; were inclined to disbelieve 5f;
and ebsolutely disbelleved 8% of the statemert "

In both lnvestigations conducted by Dudycha the students
fimly belleved or were inclined to belleve the greater number
of statements included in the 1list of twenty-five.

Two other studles were made by Dudycha. In hils third
study, "The Morsl end Popular Beliefs of College Freshmen,"
he again conducted surveys similar to those mentioned above,
presenting in thia instence two lists of propositions, one
contalning twenty-five morel statements, the other twenty-five
popular ones. The procedure wes relatively the seme and the
result s for the group as a whole indicated & decided leenirg
towards belief in the moral propositions submitted, and an
ineclinetion to disbelieve the popular beliefs (which ran the
gamt from "A tesk begun on Friday 1s doomed to failure," to
"The world is slowly growlng cold.")3

2., George J. Dudycha, "The Religious Bellefs of College
Freshmen," School and Society, XXXI (1930), 206=-08.

2. George J. Dudycha, "The Morel and Populer Beliefs of
College Freshmen," School and Society, XXXII (1930), 69-72,




In his fourth study, "The Social Beliefs of College
Freshmen," Dudycha szain submitted a list of twenty-five
propositions and followins the now-familiar procedure concluded
that "By end lerge they believe those things which we mircht
expect them to believe and disbelleve those which are of less
value or even repucnent to us."*

We Te Boldt and J. B. Stroud conducted an investigation

" whose

on the "(henges in the Attitudes of College Students,
.purpose was "To study the effect of college treining upon the
ettitudes of college student s respondinz to soclel, political,
religious, end internstionel questions." The authors mentioned
that it mey be essumed that the college-treained person excels

" 1in meny respects those who have not had similer trsining. The
procedure followed was & presentatlon of Herper's Test of

Soclal Dellefs and Attitudes, e test desigred to measure
conservat is;n-liberallm. This test wes administered to 738
college studentas of the Kanses Stete Teschers College at Fmporils,
Kansas during the fell of 1935, There were seventy-one ltems

In the test. Results indicated that the attitudes of the
college students test became more liberal,ss they advanced in
school, towerd the issues brought forth in this perticular
test, presumebly as a result of their trainingc. According to
Boldt end Stroud, "Much of the chenre manifested esppeers to be
due to the influence of the college 1life rather then to
differences in sge and meturity. This interpretstion 1is

4, George J. Dudyche, "The Soclel Bellefs of College
Freshmen," School and Soelety, XXXII (1930), 84649,
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substantisted by the fact that the amount of change in attlbudes
in ecedemic courses veries with courses pursued end by the

feet that a direct reletionship exists between the extent of
chenge in ettitudes and the number of hours work teken in these
subject s, "~ '

In 8 study by ¥.P. Horne and W. H. Stender, "Student
Attitudes Toward Religious Practices," the attitudes of college
students in two nonsecteriasn and two Lutheran colleges were
tested regarding attendance at church, observing delly prayer,
Baptlam, observing Holy Communion, and giving to the church.
Both seniors and freshmen were used and in all insteances the
denominationel students were significantly more favoreble to
the perticulsr aspect of religion, except in regard to delly
prayer. The subjects numbered 429: 157 freshmen and 109 seniors
in the non~denominationsl group, and 117 freshmen and 46 seniors
in the denominstional group. The scsle used was one devised
by He W, Bues and edlted by Hs H. Remmers. It contaeins thirty-
seven statements sceled from the most lavorable to the least
favoreble, with e scele value of s8lx as the median.

The non-=denominet lonal freshmen exceeded the non-denominet ionsal
seniors, the former bein~ more fevoreble toward the practice of
Beptlism end observing Holy Communion, sk hough it should be
noted that the differences were small. The senlors scored

high avereges in the practice of givirg to the church, ettendsnce

5. W. Ts Boldt end J. B. Stroud, "Chenges in the Attitudes

of College Students," Journel of Educationsl Psychologzy,
XXV (1934), 611-19. (éuotatIon, De 610)
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at church, and observing deily preyer. Here agein, however,
the differences were negt;l:ls*::l.ble.6
v+ Another study wes thet of F. F. Moreton, "Attitudes to
Relision Amonz Adolescents and Adult s," wherein responses from
414 subjects of above-aversge intelligence, with ages rerging
from 17 to 77, reveasled the group es a wvhole moderstely
favorable to religclion. In this pertlcul er survey most of the
group questioned seldom, if ever, attended church, their falling
away from church ettendance occurring in most cases between
the sges of 15 end 19, Responses from anoth er group of non-
churchgoers, which included 354 edole scents between the eges
of 11 end 18, showed an ettitude to religlon somevhat leass
favorsble than thet of the edultse’

Helen K. Mull in her study, "A Comperison of Religious
Thinking of Freshmen and Seniors in e Libersl Arts College,"
administered the Revlised Vet son lest of Religious Thinking
(Adveanced Form A) to ell freshmen end senilors in s liberal
arts college. Thls test, vhich deels especielly with the QGiristien
rellrzions, was filled in by forty-six senlors and ninety-six
fredghmen., The test had nine perts to it deeslins with such
l1deas as God, Jesus, the church, end observance of Sundey.

The senioras es a group made better aversge scores than did the
freshmen, there being 850 of the freshmen totel scores falling
below the medlsan senior totel score. As measured by this

6. F. P. Horne end V. He Stender, "Student Attitudes

Towerd Religious Practices," Joummel of Soclel Psychology,
XXII (1945), 215-17.

7+ Fe Fo Moreton, "Attitudes to Religlion Among Adole scents
eand Adults," British Journsl of Educetional Psychology,
XIV (1944), 69-79.
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perticuler test, these results tend to indicete theat the
relizious thinking of seniors 1s of a hirher order than thet
of the freahmen.8

8t1l1 enother study was that of Edward S. Jones of the
University of Buffelo, "The Opinion of College Students,"”
wherein a group of ststements was presented to 248 college
freshmen, 76 upperclassmen, end 94 students in the middle of
their second year of lsw. If the subject wes strongly convinced
of a statement's truth, he would underscore 2 on the extreme
left of the questionneire form. Underscorins 1 would mean thet
the subject was faifly certaln e statement was true, or thet 1t
was more right than wrong. O meant belng entirely uncertaln,
or thet the subjJect hed no oplnion on the item. Underscoring
=1 would indicete thet the stetement eppeered more wrong than
right, and -2 thet the statement was entirely felse, and that
no reasonable person would consider 1t true.

The one phase of this study thet is of Interest to the
present one 1s that the senlors, sccording to Jones, tended to
be far more 'liberal’then freshmen in regard to religion. It
was brought out that senlors chow skeptleclsm on the question
of 1ife efter death whlle the freshmen are, for the most part,
convinced that there 1s sufficlent just ificaetion for such s

bellef. The freshm n's beliefs tend to be in opposition to

8+ Helen K, Mull, "A Comperison of Relizious Thinkirg
of Freshmen and Seniors in e Liberal Arts College," Joumal
of Social Psychology, XXVI (1947), 121-23,
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evolution whereas the senlors tend to accept it. The fect
thet epproximstely 504 of those tested were Protestants whereas
only 25f were Cetholics, the remaining 25 beingz Jews, helps
explain the results obtained, since it is well-known that
Catholics are opposed to such doctrines as evolutlon.9

Gordon W. Allport, James M. Gillespie, and Jecquellire
Youﬁg mede e study entitle d, "The Religion of the Post=-War
College Student." This was another sttitude inventory on
aspects of relipgious bellefs, the materiel being gathered from
414 undergraduates et Harverd College and 86 undergradusates st
Radcliffe College. The investigetors, however, mert ioned that
they believed that on the vhole the findings of this study
would not differ significartly from those obtainsble at any
lerge, eastern, privete institutilon, but thet they would, in
ell probability, differ from responses comins out of small
denominetlonal colleges and out of non-college communltiles.
The results of this study are ao numerous that only a few of
the findings will be included here. The majority of students
meint aln some form of traditional religious practice, including
prayer, and report at least occaslonsl experliences of reverence
or dependence on a Supreme Belngze. The majority, likewise,
are dissatlsfled with institutionel religion as it exista, o
much so that over helf do not regard the system of faith in

which they were resred as satlsfactory to their present needs.

. Edward S. Jones, "The Opinions of College Students,"
Journal of Applied Psycholozy, X (1926), 427-36.
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Seven out of every ten students feel thet they require some
form of relirious orlientetion or belief 1n order to aschleve &
fully meture philosophy of 1ife. "thile the sverasce apostacy
from the perental feith 1s 50 per cent, smong Romen Cetholles
it 13 not over 15 per cent for men and O per cent for women.
The defection from the religious system in which they were
trained is creste st smong Jewish student T

Inesmuch as there ere some four psges of concluslons
gimliler to the one just quoted, limitatlon of spece preclude s
their inclusion here. However, the fact thaet this study
compares the attitudes of Cetholics and non-Catholl ¢s, studies
the relicion of Veterens, compeares students of two undersreduate
institut ions (with no perticul er reference to grade levels),
concerns ltself with the student's relizious prectices,
compares the student's faith with thet of his psrents', etc.,
would indicete thet s thoroush readlinz of it is highly
recommended.ll

Fe Ce Hunter conducted en investigetion, "Changes in
Genersl Attiltudes of Women Studens s During Four Years in
Collece," in e small southern, non-denominetilonsl, liberel srts
college for women, with o selected enrollment of epproximstely
400 students. Durin: o period of seven years, each fre ssmen
claas was given e serles of test s early in Sept ember, Hunter's

10. Gordon V. Allport, Jsmes M. Gillesple, and Jacquel ine

Youngz, "The Religlon of the Posi-Wer College Studert,"
Journsl of Psychology, XXV (1948), 30.

1l1. Ibid., pp. 35-33.
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own Test of Soclel Attltudes belng included in the battery.

This test consists of ninety=four ltems designed to yleld
liberall sm~-conservetl sm scores on certain raclsl, politicel,
economic, social, governmental, educational, and religlous
issues. From the fourth to the seventh yeer inclusive, the
same attltude test was administered to the senlors in May of
the senior yeer., Members of four classes, therefore, had been
followed over four years of college for the purpose of tracing
chenges in attitudes. Only students who remeined the full
four yeers and graduated were included in the study. The
invest iget or polnted out that the absence of any control group
of non=college persons was a limitetion that made it 1lmpossible
to attribute changes in sttitude wholly to college experlience.

The freshman classes of 1934, 1935, 1936, end 1937 comprised
a totel of 489 students. Of this number, 185 attended college
four years in succession and gradusted. The number of
graduates in 1938, 1939, 1940, and 1941, was 274, 1lncluding
the 185, or 68%, of ell gradustes who hed followed through
the four years.

Regarding the questions with wvhida we are most concerned,
nemely those of a religlous nature, no chance was found bet ween
freshmen end senlor years. On the test as a whole, however,
Hunter reports that more senlors than freshmen had definite
ettitudes on more lssues, ard definite liberel sttitudes on
more issues. Senlors were not doubtful on es mery items as
freshmen, probsbly beceuse they had learned to read more-

carefully, possessed a larger vocebulery, were better informed,
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and were more meture by four yeers. Also, Hunter polnts out,
there was evidence of seniors being more ind ined than fre snmen
to use ceoutlon end reglser mile et titudes on difficult,
emblguous items. In his own words, "In the reelm of morsls,
socliel life, and comwent lon, the results stromr ly supest
thet from freshmen to senior yesr ettitudes beceme more vhole some,
accurate, end intell ipent, Substentislly more senlors than
freshmen, for instance, indicated ettitudes fevorsble to birth
control, more strlct eusenic supervisi on of reproductive
reletions, less indiscriminate meting, jud ice to illegitimate
children, @ sinmle standard of sex morelity, end more intellligent
solutions to social pro lem s."12 Vhile & more intelligent
golutlion to soclel problems 1s desirsble, for the most pert
Hunter's viewpoint 1s directly contrary to Cetholic prindples.

The fact thet student s dld not chance thelr religlious
ettitudes wes 8 result expected by Hunter, since, inhis
opinimn, chenges in relisious ettitudes ere not a concern nor an
objective of the evereze collese. However, "As a by=-product
of thelr four years' sesrch for truth, senlors might have been
expe cted to express skepticlsm of certeain cleims of the Ghurch

13

4
and reliz ion." This ezein 1s merely his op'mion.1

12, T. Co Hunter, "Chenges in General Attitudes of Women
Students During Four Yeers in College," Journsl of Soclsl
Psycholory, XV (1948), 255.

150 Ibidl, pl 256.
14. Ibi\"?., PPe 245-57.
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Ke Ce Cerrison end M. Mann mede en investigation, "A Study
of the Opinions of College Students," usinz a 1ist of twenty-
five statements on economle, civil, legal, religlous, end
soclel i1ssuess Each statement was to be graded according to
belief in 1ts being true or felse on & five-point scele,
renging from e strong conviction of the statement's truth to
thinking 1t entirely false. These twenty-five statements were
submitted to 258 college students at North Carolina State College.
The group included forty freshmen, fifty-one sophomores, 105
juniors, end sixty-two senlors, all being selected from psychology
classes. As e generél summsry one micht conclude thet on the
averare there 1s no significant differences between the different
classes in certeinty of bellef, but that & more detalled study
by classes for the different bellefs revesled class differences
in religious and socio=economic issues, It was mentioned thet
the growth of certainty or uncerteinty of specific beliefs
could not be sttributed wholly to the effects of college work
on the students; but vhen one consliders the types of opinions
thet seem to charge during the college years one is indined to
conclude thet such changes are due to a more definite type of
instruction then would ordlnarily be gotten from incidert el
experience., The experimenters pointed out that the tendency
on the pert of the upperclaessmen to be more ceutious and less
suggestible, elonz with the grester amount of liberslism in
thelr attitudes on religious end scisl issues, would seem to

indicete some effect of training.ls

15, K. Co Garrison and M. Menn, "A Study of the Opinions
of College Students," Journsl of Sociel Psycholory, II (1931),
168=78,
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He Bs Carlson reports in "Attitudes of Undergraduate
Students,” e study of attitudes of 500 senior students in the
Universlty of Chlesgzo toward prohibition, God, pacificlsm,
Communisn, and birth cant rolj the reletionship between intelligence
of undergraduetes end their sttitudes on the se questions; and
the 1interreletionship of these sttitudes. Carlson s etes that
the technique for the construction of the sceales used is
described in The Measurement of Attltudes by Es Je Chave. Each

scele conteined twventy to twenty-two statements expressing
gradetions of thought and feelins from one extreme to enother.
The subject was asked to put & check mark if he agreed with

the stetement, and a cross if he dlsgrreed; the question merk
slrnified that he could not decided sbout any particular state-
ment.

Of particuler interest to the present study are the results
of the items regarding God and birth control. In regard to
God, the mean score was 5.88 which the writer interpreted as,
"I think I believe in God but reelly I haven't thought much
sbout it." Carlson added, "However, because the distribution
of scores 1s irreculer rather then mormel, this more or less
neutrel statement does not give a falr example of the typical
attitude of seniors toward Gode This somevhet bidmodel
distribution perheps should be Interpreted as indics ing that
the undergradustes have more or less definite attitudes toward

God elther favorable or entagonistie instesad of the indifferent
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attitudes indicated by the mean score "1 6

On the matter of birth control, the distribution of scores
is again bldmodel with a distinct breek e 4.75. The mean
score for the lerge group in favor of birth control 1s 7.53,
which Carlson interpreted as, "Birth control 1s e legitimate
health measure," while the mean score of the small group opposed
to birth control beinz 3.3 could be interpreted, "Birth control
is morelly wrong in splte of 1ts possible benefita."17

It was likewise brought out that Cathollec studenta believe
most strongly in the reslity of God and are least sympathetlic
to pacifism, communism, and birth control. Carlson said that
one might conclude thset an undergraduete's present religlous
effiliat lons or his early religious training may be a more
important factor than the student's sex or late school tralning
in determinine his or her attitude on these soclal aquestions.

In regard to the second pert of his study, it was found
that intelligence l1s not correlated with ettitudes towsesrd
prohibition, but is positively correleted with sympathetic
attitudes towerd communism, birth control, pécifism, ard
ethelsm. In the third section of the study, the inter-
correlations of sttitudes seemed to indlcate that en indlvidusl
who is llberal on one issue is somewhat more likely to be

liberel then conservative on other sociel questions.
16, H. B. Carlson, "Attitudes of Undergraduate Students,"
Journel of Soclel Psychology, V (1934), p. 204. '
17. Ibid.
18, Ibid., PDoe 202-13,
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A study, "Religlous Attitudes of Denominat ional College
Student s," was made by Donald Be Gregz, to ascertein the
religious attitudes of students of small denominetional colleges
of the southwestern part of whet 1s referred to in the
experiment as the 'Bible Belt,' no informetion being gilven as
to the exact locetions of the colleges. Also, the schools
were unnamed, belnc referred to throughout the study es
A, B, and C.

There were 250 students (fresamen) from school "A,"
160 from school "3," end twenty-eicht from school "C". The
plan of the report was to compare these three colleges with
each other, snd with denomlnstlionel end non=denominational
colleges of the Middle Vest and Fest, end to study certain
factors in relir lous sttitudes emons students of the southwestern
colleges.

It was found thet in genersal the sudents dld not very
to any appreclable extent 1in sny of the ir bellefs, and it wes
further ment ioned thset the sttitudes of collepge students toward
God and the Churc sare much more favoreble than the general
publlic commonly essume them 50 be. The only distinect differences
found in the entire study were those amonz reliciais and '
sociel worle rs, vho, In every instance, had even greater
bellef then the other students,l®

19, Doneld B. Gragz, "Religlous Attitudes of Denominational

gzlélegie Student s," The Joumsl of Socisl Psycholopy, XV (1942),
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G. B. Vetter made a study entitled, "The Measurement of
Social and Politicel Attitudes and the Related Persond ity
Factors." Vetter constructed e test with thirty-six ltems,
each item having flve possible answers, the one selected by
the subject indlcating whether he was Radiecal, Liberal,
Conservetive, or Reectlonary. The test 1s too lensmthy to be
reproduced here, but Item 25, The Church, being pertinent to
the pre sent study, 18 ind uded es an example of the technigue used.

(Rad. ) l. The Churdch is an institution of slavery and
recction both 1n its past record end its present
activity. It has fought every ind of scientifile
progreas. It should be suppressed end Jestroyed.

(Lib.) 2, Vhile the Churdc mey heve had e dey of useful -
ne ss to mankind, today it is too prone to be bub
another of the egencles subservient to other
forces 1n soclety wiich use 1t merely as & device
for the control of public opinion. Vhet
little constructive work 1t does might well be
done by other asgencles.

(Red.) 3« (hurches are relstlively innocuous for either
good or evlil. They opersaste on a rather isolated
sercment of humen behavlior herdly touching the
main currents of our lives. Ye may well iznore
them.

(Con.) 4., The Church 1s e substantisl azency of progress
in the service of menkind. Vhile its funchtions
necesserily dienge in pert with asge, 1t still
ls one of the largest clvilizimyy egencies doirng
excellent service in =soclelizing the individwl
and mekinz en orderly soclety possible.

(Rea. ) 5. The Church hes ever been the stendard-besrer
of clvilizetlion sné the promoter of virtue. To
it we owe our emerge ncy from the dsrkness of
savagery. Ve must maintein, support and extend
the activities of The Church over a much larger
sepgment of ourzbives. Only to it can we look
for selvation.

20, G. B. Vetter, "The Messuremert of Socisl and Politicel
Attitudes eand the Releted Personelity Fectors," Journsl of
Abnormel snd Socisl Psyciology, XXV (1930), p. 159.
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This form wes presented to 710 students at Washington
Squere College (a unit of New York University), 120 students
at Syracuse Universi y, and 204 students at the University of
Washington. Results for eech ltem were given in percenteges
and, egein for illustrative purmposes, the results of thls

21
pertiailer item (Item 25) are given:

New York Syracuse Unlversity

University Universlty of Washincton
Redical 03 02 01
Libersl 27 09 18
Radlcal 14 09 09
Conservative 51 74 60
Reactionary 05 o7 12

All thirty-six items were hendled in like menner. The
semple 1s presented in this detslled way lnaamuch as the test
was employed in seversl similaer studies, the results of which
will be found elsewhere in the present study. The results of
Vetter's study show thet college students tend to be definitely
congervative in thelr viewpoint s.

For the sake of better understending, certeln terms
used 1n the precedinzs and a number of other investigations
will be defined herewith 2s they are used by these investigstors:

Liberalisam. Concedes ln 1ts working hypothe sis of soclal
advancement the frallty of humen estimate and gives others a
right to different views,

Conservetlsm. Those vwho attach sacredness to tradition,

look to euthority for guldence, end fear eny change in
traditionel set.

21, Cresg, op. cite, p. 165
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Radicalism. A consplcuous change from definitely
est eblished conventionel habits vhich heve the stemp of soclal
approval,
Reactionary. The exact opposite of Radicellsm. It is

more conservetive then conservatism it self for it goes even
farther than merely not wishing a change of traditional set
but resists innovetlon to such an extent &s to desire a return
to some outworn set of customs or practices which are becoming
more obsolete and are actuelly losing social approval.22

Gwyn Moore end K. C. Garrison made an investigetlon,
"A Comparetive Studjr of Social and Political Attltudes of
College Student s," wh ich had its origin primerily in Vetter's
study. The thirty=-six sceles of five steps each were sagain
used, each scale representinz s single veriaeble of a given
question of genersal politicel and soclal interest among
contermporary college students. The five steps express different
degrees of intensity or extremity of attitude. 216 under-
greduates were presented thils group of sceles. There wes no
change whetever made in Vetter's scele when the test was piven
at North Cerolina Stete College in order that velid comperison
of the result s of the two studles could be made. The results
were comprred with the University of Washington end llew York
University studies.

In generel the results indiceted thet the students at

22, Gresg, ope. cit., XXV (1930), 149-39.
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North Ceroline State College were more reactionery and
conservative on race, sex and family, end suthority of religlous
end netlonal tradition. In the comperison of results of
North Caroline State College and those of New York and
Veshington Universities, the students' attitudes are surprisingly
slmiler. The North Caroline Stete students tend to be more
like the students at the University of Washington in all except
the politiecel questions. In these they are more like the
student s at the University of New York. On the que stions
already ment loned, namely race, authority, religion, end
netional tradition, and on sex eand femily, the students of
North Caroline State College eppeer to haeve & sglightly higher
reactionery and conservetive asttitude then elther the students
of the University of New York or the students at the University
of Waghington,

Jews proved to be the most liberel 1n every st titude
studled; the Catholic group was the most conservetive 1ln seven
out of ten comperisons. Attltudes towerd religion snd Ghurch
ghowed the greatest divergency of opinion.

A point brousht out was that in generel, high scholership
and liberal-radical cholces are positively related, although
it wes emphesized that the samplins was relestively smpll.gs

St1ll enother experiment along the lines of the Vetter
and Moore and Garrlison studies is "2 Study of the Attitudes

23. Gwyn Moore end K. C. Garrison, "A Comparstive Study

of Sociel end Politicel Attitudes of College Students,”
Journsl of Abnormel end Sociel Psychology, XXVII (1932), 1956-208.
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of College Students," by K. Ce Gerrison. In this experiment
a modified form of the sttitude scele of Vetter was given to
college students from different clesses at North Cerolina
State College. From the comperisons of the asttitudes of the
student s from the different classes it wes found that each
succeeding cless was more liberal and constant in its sttitudes
over the precedinz class. The test was given 1in psycholopy
and soclology clesses and complete returns were available for
52 freshmen, 18 sophomores, 36 juniors, eand 64 seniors. 1In
order that the results might be more velid, the students were
not required to sign their nsmes. The results were so
arrenged that e check of 1 was indicetion of a very conservet ive
ettitude, while a check of 5 was an indicetlon of an extremely
libersl viewpoint. This necessitated transferring the
responses for some of the teats since they were not ell srrenged
in the seme order of grs‘dation. The results showed thet the
student s wvere quite "liberal" regarding such items as birth
control, and slso that there were significant differences betwecen
freshmen and senior responses: B82% of freshmen thought that
divorces should be granted only when there 1s considersble
breach of the marrlage contract, while a majority of the
seniors--percentege not glven=-felt that divorces should be
granted at the request of the psrties of the contract end
the court should assume the role of madiator.24

24, K. C. Garrison, "? Study of the Attitudes of -
College Students," Journal of Soclel Psychology, VIII (1937), 490-94,
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"A Sempling of Student Opinion," by R. R. Willoughby
brought out the results obtained from a questionnsire presented
to more then eight hundred students (epproximetely one-fourth
of the student body) in April 1928, by the student newspaper
at Stanford University. There were twenty questions on such
toplcs as sex, religion, prohibition, politiles, college,
vocation, and emusement. Inassnmuch as our immediete concern
18 with religlon, we will conslder only those questions dealing
with this particular subject. There were four such questlonse.
One was relsted to whether or not the religion of a cendidate
for a politicsl ofiice would influence the student's vote;
enother endeevored to ascertain 1f collese had en effect on
the student's view on relipglon; if this was enswered in the
affirmetive, the third question wanted to know how, whether
toward greater fesith or toward skepticism; and the fourth
question deslt with the student's stetus in regerd to religion
at the present time.

The freshmen as & group enswered the firast two questions
in the aeffirmstive but answered 1ln the negative on the third
item, with no further explanation eas to whether 1t was toward
greater felth or skeptlclsm; nor wes eny mert ion mede es to
the student's status in regard to his present sttitude toward
relipion. The seniors answered in the negst ive on efll items
with a questlion merk inserted ss to thelr present beliefs.

In general the investigstor found a merked sex difference on
most 1ssues end s noticeeble trend toward liberallsm with

increasing exposure to academlc influences. The statistics
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on these facts, however, are of no immediste concern to the
present st:udy.25

Glick and Younz in their study, "Justificstions for
Religious Attitudes end Hebits," were concerned with students'
ressons and rationslizet lons for thelr ettltudes on certein
religious beliefs. Thelr inforuetlion wes obtained by use of
the Interview method, no schedule beins followed in asking
the questions, but in the course of each interview (which was
epproximetely thirty minutes in length) precticelly the seme
polint s were covered. There were one thousend students
interviewed, most of them belns ebove the renk of freshmen
and equelly divided es to sex. TFor eesch sex there vere
epproximetely 375 Protestants, 75 Cetholics, and 50 Jews. In
interviewinz the students no restriction waes placed on the
definitions of religlon or the church. The study 1n general
endeevored to carry the enelysis of religlous behavior a step
beyond the current meesurement of ettitudes by seekins not
only the directions of the sttitudes but elso the ressons which
persons present for meintelning these sttitudes. Speclel
consideret ion wes given to the difference between justificet lons
made by these youns people whose hsblis of church ettendance
were typlecsl end those whose attendence was divergent as
comp ered with their prrents' attendence. The experiment wrs
divided into seven meln cstegorles covering slmost every

25, Re. Re Willoughby, "A Sempling of Student Opinion,"
Journsl of Sociel Psycholony, I (1930), 164=-69,
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phase of & person's sttitude for or ezelnst religion,
Justificetion for such sttitudes, etc., teking into conslderation
the subject's religious beckszround, his dezree of introverslon-
extroverslon, his emot ional adjustment, and the like. These
reletlonships between attitudes and hebits, anéd selected
beckground experiences end personelity tralts are too numerous,
of course, to be Incorporsted here. The study, however,
werrents one 'a careful perusele It mey be mentloned thst in
general the students interviewed hed a tendency to retlonallze
regardlne perticulqr beliefs.26

Very remotely connected to the problem at hand 1ls the
study of 0. V. Celdwell end G. 7. Lundeen entitled, "Further
Study of Unfounded Beliefs Amons Junilor Higsh School Pupils,"
in which 854 puplls of the Albert Leonard High School, New
Rochelle, New York, were used. This study is mentlioned merely
to brimg out enother procedure which might be utili zed in an
investigation of this type, namely the use of true-false
st atement 5.27

In this review of the literasture we hsve found thet there
ere strong tendencles toward conservetliam, slthough it 1isas
definitely shown 1n the results of a number of these studles
that certeln changes do occur,.

26, P. C. Glick end K. Young, "Justificsations for

Religious Attitudes end Habits," Journsl of Socisl Psychology,
XVII (1943), 46-68.

27. 0. W. Caldwell end G. E. Lundeen, "Further Study of
Unfounded Bellefs Among Junior High Sc¢hool Pupils,”
Tenchers College Record, XXVI (1934), 35-82,




GIAPTER III
METHODS AND RF SULTS

For purposes of investliget ion, thirty religlious beliefs
were presented to sixty (60) freshmen students snd sixty (60)
upperclessmen et the University of Detroit, Detrolt, Michizan.
A copy of the questionneire embodyline these .uirty relirlious
concepts, along wlth the Instructlons to the student for
enswering, will be found in Figure I, Pp. 31, 32, end 33.
These questlons ere slmller to those used by G. Fe. Dudycha
in the studles reviewed 1n Chepte. 1I, wlth verious chsnges
made to accord with the present investigetor's perticul er eims.
A number of items wvere considered seriously for inclusion but
were eliminsted for one reeson or enother. The selectlon was
srbitrery, but the ltems finelly included 1n the questlonnaire
ere representetive of typicel relisious euestlonneires found
in s survey of the literature.

Vhile the subjects include both sexes, very few femele
student s enswered the cuestlonneire. Inssmuch es e part of
the sampling wes gecured in a typleal classroom situetion,
end another pert st en oblligetory assembly for sll senlors,
both croups hed en equel opportunlcy to peartiecipete. The
writer can only essume e grester interest on the part of the
male studenta to thls perticul sr study, or et least reluctence
on the pert of the femele students to teske pert in such en

endeavor.,
28
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In this study the averace egce of the fredgwmen would
spproximate that of college students in general. A great
many of the upperclassmen were Veterans of V¥orld War II so
that the factor of maturity may have to be considered in eany
conclusions drewn from the materiasl gethered in this study.

The students fillirg in the duestionneire were from seversl
divisions of the university, their numbers being felrly equelly
divided between Fngineering, Arts end Sclence, end Commerce end
Finsnee, slthough no sti:aula:ced mimber was teken from any one
college. There was also no discriminetlon es to soclel s anding,
race, or color.

The freshmen were recuired to fill in the copy as soon
after they matriculated at the university as possible so that
they were not influenced by the associst lons or tralning of the
institution. The upperclessmen, of course, hrd been exposed
for varying periods of time to the university's peculisr
treining and assoclations, so thet 1t became possible to
determine the differences between the two groups vhlch could be
due to the factors of tralning snd associst lone.

It would neturally be more desirsble to measure the change
from the freshman to upperclassmen level using the same
group of subjects. Limitstions of time mede thils impossible,
and therefore the aubstltute method, well-known to psycologists,
wes used in wvhich the result s obt sined from the two groups

were compared.

To ascertain the differences between freshmen end senior
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beliefs, the stenderd errors of proportion and percenteges
method was utilized. This effords a simple stetement of the
proportion (decimel freaction) or percentage of individuels In
a given situetlon vho belonz to a speciflc category. For
our purposes a difference was considered significant if it
was st least three times its stendard error, the implicet ion
beinz thet eny percentege le as then thet could be ressonably
eattributed to chance (sampling error) elone. No differences
were found to be signiflcant at the .26iF level of confidence.
There were certeain items found to be significent at the 1li

level and others at the 5i level.

It will be observed upon comparing the results set forth
in Tebles I snd II (Pp. 59, 40, 41, and 42) thet no significent
differences occurred in the sttitudes snd beliefs of non-
Cethollc students in the situstlons being considered.

It mey be noted that with en 85, certeinty of bellef,
"Existence of God" renks first with the freshmen, end with
a 92% certainty of belief it likewise ranks first with the
geniors, with the degree of certeinty in favor of the seniors.
At both levels "Divine Neture of God" is the item with
the second highest percenteze of belief, there being s 77%
certeinty of belief at the freshmen level, and an 885
certeinty et the senlor level.
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FIGURE I

ATT ITUIF QUF STIONNAIRE

Read esch of the followingz ststements cerefully. Place en X in the
column which most clesrly states your sttitude. Thus, if you are
"certain of belief" on eny particular item, plece an X in theat
particuler column. Use the column "Undecided" when you have given
some thought to the matter but cannot meke up your minde. The
difference between "Do not believe" and "Definitely disbelieve" is that
in the lsetter instance the individusl not only does not believe but
actively rejects the ides or holds it in dlsdaln.

Certain Inclined Inclined
of to not to Do not Definitely
Belief Belleve Undeci ded Belleve Belleve Disbelieve

Efflicscy of Prayer. .

Forgiveness of slne o

Exlstence of Gode « »

Existence of soul .

Ten Commandments. « o«

Fell of Adam and Fvee.

Blessed Trinlty » « »

Tiivine Nature of God.

PurgatoXy « ¢« o = o o

Blessed Virgin Mary .

1e
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12,
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15.

16.

17.
18.
19.

20.

Existence of Angels .
Existence of Hell . &
Fxlstence of Devil. .

Faith slone is enouch
for selvation « « «

Good works slone are
enough for
SﬂlVﬂtion 6 & '@ @ »

Birth control is a
social necessity. .

Freedom of the will.
Miracles. « « ¢ « « o«

VWorld mede in six
twenty=four

hour days « o « « o

Divorce 1s a sociel
necessity « « « « o

Figure I (Cont'd)

Certein Inclined Inclined
of to not to Do not Definitely
Bellef Bel leve Undeclded Bellieve Believe Disbelleve




Figure I (Cont'd)

Certain Inclined Inclined
of to not to Do not Def initely
Belief Believe Undecided Belleve Believe Disbelieve

21, Bible is the Word
of GOoAe o o ¢ o @

22, Adem end Eve were
our first parents

23. Existence of Hesven

24, Immortelity of the
SOUle o« o o o o

25. A dey of finsl
Judement e « ¢« o o

26. There sre certein
morsl laws vhich
mast be obeyed. .

27. One must be besptized
to be saved . . o

28, Marrisge ia a
socrement . o o o

29, Birth control is
morally evil. . «

30. Divorce 1s morelly
eVile o o o o ¢ o

-3
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Third plece is shsred by "Existence of the Soul" end
"Pen Commandments" et the freshmsn level (73% each); and by
"Freedom of the Will" end "There are Certein Moral Lews Vhich
Must be Obeyed" st the senlor level (85 erch). On this lest
item, there wes an increase in certainty at the senior level
of 181 which 1s 2.4 times it s st endard error; but it elso showed
& decrease in those inclined to believe of 15 which 1s 2,0
times it s stenderd error. The proposition wvhich ranks lovest
with both proups 1s "Good Vorks Alone are Fnough for Selvation,”
with only a 7% certeinty of belief for the freshmen, end a
5 certainty for the seniors. However, uncertainty decreased
from 23% st the freshman level to 9% et the senior le vel, or
2.4 times 1t s standard error.

It should be noted that certeinty of belief is not the
criterion of & desirsble response. On en item such as the
one mentioned in {:he persgreph ebove, 8s well es such ltems
as "Divorce 1s e Socliel Necessity," "Feith Alone is Tnough
for Selvation," snd "Birth Control is a Socisl Necessity," one
might desire bellefs in the other dlrection. Iliowever, thls
is a scientific investigatlion of a perticuler problem so thet
the morel aspect of any ltem need not be considered here.
This 18 simply e study to ascertein whether or not differences
do occur and 1s not In eny wey meent to be a judecment 1n
favor of one response or another. It is interesting to note,
however, thet on these more controverslesl ltems the responses

were gpread fairly evenly over the six poasible enswers.
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Non=Catholics 1n generel do not profess to a belief in
Purgetory, and thls wes borne out by the responses at both
levels, with the disbelief becomins stronger as the students
advenced in school, slthough st the freshmen level 42% gave
"uncertain" as thelr response. At the freshman level 14%
responded that they did not belleve end 17/ checked the
"definitely disbelieve" column. At the senior level, 20%
st11l remained uncertaln, 17% still responded "do not believe,"
but the "definitely disbelieve" had lncreased to 25i.

For the sske of clarity, brevity, end genersl efficlency,
vhenever the percentsges are given in the followlng semples
they will be merely presented as figures without the continued
explanst lon, it being understood hereilnafter that the six
percenteages plven iIn each instance will follow the order of
columns, nemely, "Certein of Belief," "Inclined to Believe,"
"Undecided," "Inclined not to Believe," "Do not Believe," and
"Definitely Disbelieve." As an example, the percenteges for
the item "Purgatory" at the freshman level, if presented in
thi s menner, would read: Purgetory (09, 12, 42, 09, 14, 17).

On the item "Blessed Trinity" (freshmen 38, 22, 35, 01, 03
end seniors 57, 20, 14, 03, 01, 05), the difference of 19%
in certeinty of belilef in favor of the seniors is 2,08 times
its stenderd errors On this seme iltem the freshmen were 21%
more undecided, or 2.72 times the standerd error.

Regardins the existence of Anzels, the percentages et
the fre:zhmen level were 23, 37, 22, 03, 14, 01 compared with
the senior percentages of 47, 25, 12, 09, 03, 10. As will be
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noted, there was 2 difference of 25 in the seniors' direction,
which 1s 2.8 times 18 standerd error.

On the item "World Made in Six Twent y-Four Hour Days,"
(freshmen: 27, 07, 29, 15, 15, 09; seniors: 14, 20, 30, 12, 15, 10),
there was a 15¢ difference in the ltem "Inclined to Bel feve,"”
it being hisher at the senior level, or 2.3 times its stendard
error.

While the seniors were less inclined to believe that
divorce is a sociel necessity (09, 32, 05, 20, 29, 07) as
compered with the freshmen (14, 32, 22, 10, 12, 12), they
however were more 1inclined to belleve that divorce 1is not
morally evil (14, 20, 10, 18, 23, 15 as compared with the
freshmen percent ages of 10, 12, 25, 12, 27, 15). On the item
of divorce being a social necessity, uncertelnty decreased 17%
which 1s 2.8 times its stendard error; end a 17% decrease 1n
the "do not believe" category which 1s 2.4 times its stendard
error.

One lnconslistency that 1s rether difflicult to underst and
1s thet whille more seniors consider marrisge a Sacrament
(s7, 25, 09, O1, 05, O3 against 50, 23, 18, 03, 05, 0), they
still answer the question of divorce in the above menner!

On such an item as "Birth Control is a Socliel Necessity,"
wihile the percentege of those who were undecided decreased,
the disbelief ezeln increased (freshmen: 27, 23, 22, 07, 09, 14;
seniors: 12, 29, 17, 15, 17, 12).
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It will be noted that on such universsl Ghristiasn concepts
as "Existence of God," "Exlstence of Soul," "Ten Commendment s,"
and "The Divine HNeture of God," the two zroups were quite
simil er in their responses end in each 1inst ence there wes a
high degree of certelnty of belief, or at lesst an inelinstion
to believe. The propositions regsrding controversiel subjects
like divorce, birth control, good works slone are enough for
gselvation, and falth elone 13 enowh for eslvation, had e
wider spread of response. It is st once spparent thet these
are the very items mernt ioned in e previous pe regreph %o
vihiid & response of disbelief wes mentloned as being more
desirable from a partial ar standoint. A comment should 1i ke-
wlise be made that while th ls questl onnel re was presented to
non-Cetholic freshmen anéd seniors, vhether they be Chrisiiens,
Jews, lohamme dens, or any other relliglous group, ell propoaitlons
included are hheld by one or all of the Chrlistlen denominstions
but not recessarily by eny other.

There was a rether surprisilrpy difference in the bel ief
1n "Fxlstence of Amgels," responses of the senior group being
47, 25, 12, 09, 03, 10, compered to the freduman response s
of 23, 37, 22, 03, 14, Ols There was, likewlise, an increasse
in a bellef in "Fxi stence of Devil," from 27, 23, 20, 14, 10, 07
(for freshmen) to 40, 20, 12, 05, 03 (for seniors).

One of the most notable Adifferences was tha in a belilef
in "Immortality of the Soul". At the freshmen levwel the
re sponses were 45, 32, 22, 0, 01, 0, compered with »

67, 22, 07, 03, O, O1 at the senior level, This shows an
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incremsse in certeinty of belief of 22% which 1s 2.5 times
its standerd error. Likewise, this item shows a decrease in
uncerteainty of 15% vhich 1s 2.4 times its standard error.
Vthatever the ceuse for this difference, whether it be through
eny of the factors suzgested in thils investiget ion or otherwise,
such a difference 1s a heslthy one, especlelly from the
typlenlly Ghristien viewpoint, Inasmuch es it did occur while
thege students were ettending a Catholic unlversity, it 1is
reasonable to assume thet the factors et work in such =
situation in one way or another had somethins to do with this
ineresse in belief,

Teble III, Pege 43, 18 a comparison of the percent azes
of the various responses by the two groups as a wvhole. It
will be noted thet 40.2% of the freshmen believed with
certainty the propositions presented compsred with 45,65 of
the seniors. Vhile thils difference is not significent, it
does indicate & degree of meturity in thast the aversge student
wes better sble to make up his mind et the senlor level. This
ia borne out also by the fact the: less senlors (11.3%) then
fredimen (18.50) were undecided on the questions as 2 whole.
An inclinetion to belleve was professed by 23.0% of the
fre shmen compared with 21.0% of the senlors; an inclination
not to belleve by 5.9% of the freshmen end 8.,0f of the seniors.
There were relnt ively few responses to "Do Not Belleve"
(fredshmen, 7.7%; seniors, 7.6%) end to "Definltely Disbelieve"

(freshmen, 4.9 end seniors, 6.7%).



TABLE I

Responses to Attitude Que stlonneire from sixty (60)
Fresamen at the Unlversity of Detroit, Detrolt,

The se responses have been complled on a
percent besis in sccordence with the student's degree

Mldigan.

of beilef or dlisbel ilef

Certain Inclined Inclined &
of to : not to (Do not Definitely
PROPOSIT IONS Belief Pel leve Uncertain| Believe |[Belleve | Disbeliev
l. Efficacy of prayer 60 29 10 o1 01 0
2. Forglveness of =ln 57 22 15 a 03 0l
3« Existence of God 85 14 01 0 0 o)
4, Existence of Soul 73 23 03 0 0 0
5. Ten Commandments 73 27 0 0 0 0
6« Fall of Adem and Fve 35 32 22 09 (o} 01
7. Blessed Trinity 38 22 35 o1 03 0
8. Divine Neature of God 77 18 03 0 (0) 0
9. Purgatory 09 12 42 09 14 17
10. Blessed Vircin Mery 38 38 15 (01 § 03 03
1l. Existence of Ancels 23 27 22 03 14 0l
12, Existence of Hell 38 22 23 05 o7 05
13. Existence of Devil 27 23 20 14 10 07
114, Faith alone is enough
_ for selvation 18 20 20 17 17 09
+15. Good works slone are
enough for salvatlon o7 15 23 18 25 12
16. Birth control is =
sociel necessity 27 23 22 o7 09 14
17. Freedom of the will 60 20 15 0 (031 03
18. Miracles 32 18 27 o7 14 03
v+ 19, WVorld mede 1in sgix
twenty=four hour dey 27 07 29 15 15 09
20, Divorce is a soclel
necessity 14 32 22 10 12 12



TABLE I (Cont'd)

Certain Inclined Incl ined
of to not to | Do not |Definitely

PROPOSITIONS Belief Believe Uncertain | Believe | Believe|Disbelieve
t21. Bible is the Vord of

God 50 2 15 1011 01 0
22, Adem and Fve were our

first perents 35 20 29 10 o7 0
23, Exlsgtence of Heaven 53 30 14 0l 01 0
24. Immortslity of the Soul 45 32 22 0 ol 0
25. A day of finel jJudoment! 435 29 22 05 o1 0
26. There ere certein moreal

laws which must be

obeyed 67 29 03 01 0 0
'27, One mist be baptized to
i be saved 25 22 15 14 15 10
28. Marriege 1s 8 sacrsment 50 23 18 03 05 0
29, Birth control is morally

evil 10 07 22 12 25 25
30. Divorce is morelly evil 10 12 25 12 27 15

o¥



TABLE II

Responses to Attltude Questionnaire from sixty (60) Upperclass-
men et the University of Detroit, Detroit,

Michigzen. These responses have been compiled on a

percent baesis in eccordence with the student 's degree
of bellef or disbeliefl

Certainty | Inclined | Inclined
of ! to not to|Do not |Definitely

PROPOSITIONS Bellef ! Believe Uncertaln |Believe |Believe|Disbelie ve
l. Efficacy of preyer 58 33 03 05 0 0
2. Forgiveness of ain 61 25 05 05 03 o
3. Exlstence of God 92 07 0ol 0 0] 0
4. Existence of Soul B3 14 o1 0 0 01
5. Ten Commandments 83 12 05 0 0 0
6. Fall of Adem and Fve 43 25 22 o7 o} 03
7. Blessed Trinity 57 20 14 03 o1 05
8. Divine Neture of God 88 09 o1 0l 0 0
9. Purgeatory 10 15 20 12 17 25
10. Blessed Virgin Mary 47 22 10 o7 05 10
1l. Existence of Angels 47 25 ' 12 09 03 10
12, Existence of Hell 48 23 18 o7 0 05
13. Existence of Devil 40 20 20 12 05 03
l14. Felth alone 18 enough for

sslvation 12 25 10 | 18 23 15
15. Good works alone are ]

enough for selvation 05 18 | 09 i 22 29 18
16, Birth control is a sociel |

necessity 12 29 17 l 15 17 12
17. Freedom of the will 85 09 03 0 01 0] §
18. Miracles 32 29 15 l 12 09 05
19. Vorld mede in six twenty-four

hour days 14 20 30 ‘ 12 15 10
20. Divorce is s socisl necessity 09 32 05 20 29 o7

1%



TABLF II (Cont'd)

Certein Inclined Inclined
of to not to |Do not Definitely

PROPOSIT IONS Bellef Belleve Uncertein | Believe |Believe | Disbel b ve
21. Bible 1s the Word of

God 48 27 14 03 05 03
22, Adem end Fve were our

first perents 29 29 15 15 (o] 03
25. Exlstence of Heaven 65 25 09 0 0 09
24, Tmmortelity of the Soul 67 22 o7 03 0 ()
25, A dey of finel judgment 43 32 14 03 0 03
26. There sre certein moral

lews which mast be

obeyed 85 14 0 ) ) o1
27. One must be baptized to be

asved 18 11 18 17 17 14
28. Merriege 18 & Secrement 57 25 09 o1 05 03
29, Birth control ls morelly

evil 10 17 12 17 20 25
30. Divorce 1s morslly evil 14 20 10 18 23 15

|

2y .
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TABLY III

A Comparison of Freshmen and Senlors on
Religious Concepts or Beliefs in terms of

Percents

Fresimen Seniorfl

-
Certain of Belief 40,2 45,6
Inclined to Belileve 23.0 21.0
Undecided 18.5 11.3
Inclined not to Believe 5.9 8.0
Do not Believe 7.7 7.6
Definitely Disbelieve 4,9 667




GIAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The present study represents an sttempt to determine
the development in religious bellefs of non-Catholic students
in a typlecal Catholic University. It slso provided a meens
by which we could test the hypotheses which were offered and
vhich will be reviewed in this chapter.

The terms Protestant, Non-Cathollc, snd religion vere
defined. Briefly, Protestant waes consldered to mean eny one
belonging to &ny dehomination which developed out of the
seperation from the Roman Catholic Church during the Sixteenth
Century; Non-Cathollc was defined as Including any indlividusl
belongins to any religious faith or denominatlon spart from
the Roman Cetholic; end religion was defined a&s the medlium
through which we give Lo God the honer due Him.

A csreful review of the literasture deelins with the present
problem and releted studlies revealed thet there were no
investigetlons dealins speciflcally with this quest lon,
although & number of studies heve been macde on changes of
ettitudes, religious beliefs, etc. To the writer'!s knowledre,
however, no study has been mede on the bellefs of non-Cetholic
students in & Cathollc university. From the studles reviewed
various det e were presented, some of them beering directly on
the present problem, and others be Inz more remotely connected

with it. Results veried considerasbly. In some instances

44
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it spperred that the conclusions drawn by the investirstor
were influenced by his perticul er ettitudes. As an exsmple,
one investigstor considered the acceptance of birth control
es & morel, wholesome, mrture viewpoint, while & Cetholic
investigator would consider such results es sign of morel
decadence.

With few exceptlons the erticles included in the
bibliography vere carefully perused. Very thorouch seerch
felled to locate the studies of Howells, Strsnz, Loomba, and
MacLean. Vhile their inclusion would have been desirable, it
18 not felt that bl‘ieir absence vill too greatly Influence
wvhatever merit the present study micht have. Certain other
articles were found to be in no way pertinent to our study
end so were not included. Such were the studles by Knower,
Shuttleworth, Pressey, Simpson, end Cantey end Mull.

It 18 felt thst interesting follow up studles could be
underteken. For instence, & similar Investigetion giould be
made using one pgroup of subjects, following them through the
four year college course. A larger semplinc, too, would
undoubtedly produce more significant results. Still enother
possibility would be ean investigsation involving a comperison
of the sexes in regerd to ettitudes snd beliefs of this neture.
Any mumber of possibillties present themselves, This present
study 1s but one asmall pert of a vest one thet ecould profitebly
be mede to escertein the religious influences exerted by
attendence st e denominet lonel school.

Takinz the group es & vhole, 40.2 per cent of the
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freshmen believed with certainty the propositions presented

compared to 45.6% of the senlors. 23.0% of the freshmen,

end 21.0f% of the seniors were inclined to bel leve the stete-

ments; 18.5: of the freshmen md 11.3% of the seniors were
undecided; 5.9% of the fresmen and 8.,0% of the senlors were

inclined not to believe; 7.7% of the freshmen and 7.6’ of

the seniors dild not believe; and 4.9% of the freshmen comered

with 6.7% of the seniors definitely disbel ieved the pmpositions.

These deste were presented in Tsble III on paze 43.

It will be obgerved thet certsinty increased from the
freshman to senior level and indeclsion decresased. This does
not neceassarlily mean that &8 e group thelr religlous convietlions
improve d but rether that they were at least better gble to
make decisions on certaln lssues.

Teble I, paces 39 and 40, indicaetes the responses in per
cent s of collece freshmen to the que stlonneire. Table II,
peges 41 and 42, gives the gseme informatl on for the upperclassman
ZToup .

The results of the study do rot Indlcate eny significat
developmert 1n the attitudes and beliefs of non-Cetholie
student s in the situstlion belng considered. This vould be
in line with our fifth hypothe sls, nemely, that the religious
belie fa and ettitudes of mon-Catholic st udents sre mot
signiflcantly aifected by such a situation. Any slight
change which might heve occurred could be due to chence factors,

inadequete sampling, the fact that two different gmupa'v ere
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used, or other reasons. To asceftain the differences, the
statistical method known es the standsrd errors of proportion
and percentogzes vwas utilized. This effords & simple statement
of the proportion (decimel fraction) or percentsge of
indlvidusls in & glven situstion vho belons to a specifilc
cetegorye. For our purposes & difference wes considered
signiflicent if it were at leest three tlmes its stenderd error,
the implicatlon belnz thet any percert eze less then that
could be reasonesbly ettributed to chence (sempling error)
elone. No differences were found to be significent et the
«26 per cent level of confidenca. However, certsin items of
definite interest mey be consldered from the results of this
study and these are presented herewlth.

In both groups, "Existence of God" ranks first, with an
inerense in the degree of certainty beinz shown from freshmen
to senior level. At both levels "Divine Nature of God" has
the second hirhest percentece of bellef. The proposition
vhich renks the lowest with both groups is "Good Works Alone
are Enough for Selvatlon". It must be emphesized thet these
differences ere not significent in themselves, but such ltems
as these do besr out the contentlon of the first hypotheslas
that non-Catholic students do Increase in their certainty of
bellefs, humber of beliefs, etc., in a typlcel Catholile
school situetion. It should be noted further that certelnty
of belief is not the criterion of a desireble response in

g8ll cases. On en item such ea the one mertioned sbove (Good
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Works Alone are Enough for Salvaetion), as well as such
items as "Divorce is a Socisl Necessity," "Feith Alone is
Enough for Salvation," and "Birth Control is a Social
Necessity," hish percentages of dlsbelief are deslrable from
& Catholic polnt -of=view,

Non=Cetholles 1n general do not profess to a belief in
Purgetory and thlis wes borne out by the responses &t both
levels, with the disbellef becoming stronger as the students
advenced in college.

On such an item as "Birth Control is a Sociel Necessity,"
while the percentage of those who were undeclded decreased,
the disbellef egain increased, as was true of the Purgatory
item.

Vhile the seniors were less inclined to believe that
divorce is & social necessity, they were more incl ined to
believe that divorce 1is not morally evil. And yet a seemingly
Incongruous fact is thet more senlors also look upon mearrisge
as a gacremnentd

It will be noted that on such universal hristlan concepts
as "Existence of God," "Existence of Soul," "Ten Commendments,"
and "The Divine Neture of God," the two groups were quite
similar in their responses and in each instance there wes a
high degree of certeinty of bellef, or st least an inclinetion
to belleve. Those propositions regerding sach controversiasl
subjects as divorce, birth control, good works elone 2are

enough for selvetion, end felth alone 1s enough for saivation,
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hed a wider spread of response. It 1s at once sppearent that
these are the very items mentioned in a previous psregrasph to
viiich a response of disbelief was mentioned es belnz desireble
from the Catholic point=-of-view.

A comment should likewise be made thet while this
questlonneire was presented to non=-Cetholic freshimen end
seniors, whether they be Christlens, Jews, Mohemme dens, or
eny other relirlous group, #£ll proposltions included sre held
by one or ell of the (hristian denominetions but not
nece ssarily by any other group.

Vhile it hes been repeatedly pointed out that the results
of the study do not indicete any sipgnificent differences, st
the .26 per cent level of conficdence, it does tend to indl cate
that college students heve certein definite religilous convictionse.
Many of the propositions which ere known to be common to e
number of relicilous groups, such as efficecy of preyer,
forglveness of sin, exlstence of Gond, etc., received
correspondirngly high percentezes of bellef. The study further
broucht out thet students esre more incllined to belleve than not
to belleve; ond thiet their beliefs, for the most part,
follow the accepted traditional Girlistien prineiples.

The maln purpose of thls study, however, was ean attempt to
determine the development of religious concepts snd it hes been
clearly broucht out thet differences did occur. Ve must keep
in mind thest 1f the aze and sex factors had been controlled end
a larger sermpling secured, the results would not :

necessarily heve been the seme. Likewlge, we cennot say
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whether this difference i1s through the courses taken, the
influence of the clergy, the friendships with Cathollec
student s, the generel atmosphere prevalent, or any number of
other fectors. It 18 only in considerirng thils partlcular group
of students in thisg perticular test situstion, #nd under the
conditions brousht out in this paper, thst ve cen moke the
st stement thet there are dlfferences at the freshmen and
senlior levels vhich mischt be interpreted as & developmental

phenomenon due to their attendence et s Cetholic university.
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