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eSJS rae • • 

Wha t is place? Flace is ho w o ll e co mes 

to experiellce o r ill hab it a pa rti cul a r loca tio ll 

o r evell ho w a culture begills t o associate 3 

place with a p a rti cula r cO ll cept o r idea. It 

can be s o methillg as s imple as a salldbox that 

a c hild pl a~s ill or as illtrica te as a p a rticui:Jr 

culture'S illte rpreta tio ll o f- til e f-ullcti OIl o r 

t~po l og~ o f- a n illstitutio ll. ' pla ce' is ver~ 
sub 'ective, with ma ll~ illterpretatiolls alld 

imp ic it illtricaci s a ttached to it. 

pla ce a lld c ulture a re botll ke~ e le me llts 

ill the creatioll of- arc hitecture . The:,e 

ractors t e ll us a great dea l 3bout how we 3S a 

pro f-ess io ll s ho uld go 3bout deve lo pillg o ur 

desiglls. Architects must f-irst ullderstalld 

th e cultural backgroulld alld t he place ill 

whic h the~ a re desigllillg. Theref-ore , 

resea rc h s ho uld be dOlle to ulldersta'ld a 

culture':, be lief-s , trad itio lls, all d v3 1u es ill 

associa tio ll with th e t~po l ogt. o f- the project. 

First, t o ullderstalld cu ture , we mus t 

ackll o wledge t ha t a ll~ g ive ll cu lture is CO I1-

stallt l~ cha llgillg an d adaptillg ove r tim e 

because o f- ma ll~ dif-f-erellt f-actors . C ulture 

wo uld cease t o be culture if- it did IlOt evo lve 

or adapt; it would stagllate. It is prove ll tha t 

wh a tever is Il Ot us ef-u l t o the p e r etuatioll of

soc iet~ slowl~ beco mes extillct. o r exa mple, 

if- a public illstitutioll r-ai ls to ada pt a lld 

re ma ill re leva llt t o societ~ , it will eve lltu a ll~ 
beco me ullsustai ll ab le. D es igll e rs must 

ulldersta lld cu ltures' illte rpre t a ti o ll or- the 

f-UIlCtiOIl o r t~po log~ beillg desiglled as wel l 

a s the ph~sica l cha racte risti cs or- the c hose ll 
loca tio ll. 

• 
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The ph~s ica ll oca t i o n o r t he si te s e lected ~o r 
the prCJect is a ls o ve r~ impo rta nt; it must 

po rtra~ the mea ning a nd u s e ~ulne ss which 

wa rra nted its s e lectio n. 

T o d e ve lo p t he se co nce p ts in a n a rc h i

tectura l co ntext , o ne s ho ul d se le ct a medium 

which is vita l to c ulture a nd soc iet~ A c ivic 

ins titutio n will b a good se l ctio n beca use , 

progra mma t i ca l l~, it is a re la tive co nsta nt in 

it s cultu ra l inte rp re ta ti o n. T he n o ne must 

cons id e r wl., a t is mo st imp o rta nt t o a c ultu re; 

wh a t a llo ws it to co nt in ue to gro w a nd evo lve 

ove r time. Kn o wle dge is the a nswe r; o n l~ 
th ro ug h lea rni ng a nd unde rs ta ndi ng ca n we 

co nt in ue t o thrive . With the c rit e ri a o ~ a c ivic 

ins tituti o n, 5 eci~ica ll~ o ne which co ntri b utes 

t o t he g ro wt o ~ c ulture a nd societ~ , the 

logica l cho ice o ~ t':JPo l og~ is a l i b rar~ . 
T he t~po l og~ o ~ t he l i b ra r~ I., as 

re ma ine d compa ra t ive l~ t he s a me th ro ug ho ut 

h i s to r~ . It s p urpo se a nd ~unction t h ro ug ho ut 

a ll c ult ure s a nd s ociet ie s ha s re ma ined a con

s ta nt . t, o we ve r, wi th th e d eve lo pme nt o~ 
tech no log~ , the wa~ we a :, a societ~ access 

in~orm at io n ha s cha nge d d ra st i ca l l~ . Ma n~ 
s im pl~ access i n ~o rm atio n a nd reso urces 

thro ug h th e inte rnet a nd co m ut e rs; wha t 

once t o o k a trip t o t he loca l Ii ra r~ no w takes 

me re seco nds . The t po log~ o~ the l i b ra r~ 
has j us t no w rece ntl~ egun t o in corpo ra t e 

s o me o ~ t h is techll o l og~ a long with o th e r

societa l a nd c ultu ra l cha nge s in li ~e s t~l e a nd 

inte ra ctio n. t, o weve r, it is t l., e in t e ntio n o~ 
th is t he sis to exa mi ne th e ro le o ~ t he l i b ra r~ in 

tod a~'s soc i e t~ a nd cu lture. 
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eSJS f-/ e r: 

Flace ~lIld time a re two co nce pts tha t we as a societ~ co nstantl~ cr 3 t e ~or 
ourse lves. ti o w we expe rie nce place is through a speci~ic mom e nt in time. 

These two conce pts are eterna ll~ inte rw oven, ach e9uall~ aHecting the iterZl

tion o~ the oth~ r. ti o w we in te rpret each o ~ these conce pts is re btive to th e 

understanding tha t our societ~ or c ulture has. W e, as a societ~, must begin to 

~ull~ unde rs t a nd the importance o~ the rela tio nship o~ tim e t o p bce. Arc hitec

tura ll~ , t h is tra nsl a te s 1:0 IlOW we design r-Ol- a c ulture o r soc ie t~ re btive to th ir 

grasp o r- th e co nce pt o r- place in re lation to time . 

The conce pt o r- pbce is a vague no tio n in the sense tll a t it c;)n rer-e r to ;) 

numb~r o r- dir-r-erent co nce pts. In general, whe n used in Its noun r-o rm , th e wOI-d 

"pla ce" is used to denote a s eci r-i c loca tion. ti o weve r, in add itio n to geo

g ra phic loca ti o n, a p e rson 's ee lings, inte rpretatio ns ;)nd compre he nsion or- a n 

e nvironm e nt ma ke a pa rticular space a pla ce that is s t apa rt not o nl~ in loca

tio n b ut a lso id e lltit~. One mu s t und erst3nd, ho w ve r, the impo rta nce o r- til e 

soc io logica l implica tion thot goes a long witll pbce. ti o w a n individual thinks , 

acts ;) nd in te rpre ts is greatl~ inr-iu e nced, a lmos t eve n dict3ted, b~ his socializ;)

tio n, "Culture is usu a ll~ understood to be wh a t der-ines pla ce a nd its meZl ning 

to people, b ut place e9u Zl II~ d er-ines c ulture." I 

In the broadest sense , the der-inition or- pla ce has three mai n p Oints: th e 

ph~si ca lit~ or- til e loca tio n, th e societ~'s sociological state a nd the p e riod in 

time. The stud~ o r- soc i o l og~ is ver~ impo rta nt in the inte rpretation o r- pbce 

because or- the vague ne ss o r- t he co nce pt. Wh a t the tho ught processes a re 

a nd ho w til e mind is r-unctioning will c1earl~ ar-tect I, w o ne und e rstan ds his sur

roundings, thus inr-Iu e ncing his interpre ta tion o r- h is e nvi ro nm e nt. Flace ma~ 
v r~ we ll no t mea n a ph sica lloca tio n a t a ll but possib l~ re r-e r to o ne's p osition 

in societ~ or status. E. e me nts tha t turn s pace into ;) pbce a re me mo ries, r-eel

ings , social connections a nd the presence or- o the rs , cultura l rules a nd CO llVe n
ti o ns 

• 



It is Impo rt3n t to und rsta nd the ro le o~ cultur31 per epb o n beca us th is 

a~~ects a larg p a rt o~ how 3 n individual mig ht resp nd to place. The pro ess 

o ~ how one dwells C3n then be s3id t o hove been inriuenced b!) Ilis SOC l et~J ' It is 

thro ug h th e aet o~ dwe ll ing and inhabiting a s pace that shapes it into beconllng 

the particular "p lace!! t ha t we t hink d in o ur minds. To give 3n eX3 mp ie o~ how 

dif-f-e re nt cultures and societies bve inf-Iuenced the wa!) s p3ce i ~ inhabited we 

can look a t how t he Na t iv e A me ri ca ns we re in~luenced b!) the oni m31s th o t were 

prese nt a t as ecif-ic place a nd the ir somewhat nomadic lif-es t!) le of- going where 

t he ~ood is . ther societies have complete l!) diHerent s t!) les of- d we ll ing and 

each p rpetuates i tsel ~ thro ugh th e socioliLation o~ the ~J o u th and th nee ~ to 

f-i t in with the basic rul e s o f- t he societ~ . 

W e must und e rsbnd wha t a cul t ure o r societ~ is; wh :J t 3r t he specif-Ic 

traits and c h3 racte ris tics o ~ a ce rtain cu lture o r what m3kes th3t cu lture uni9ue 

f-rom o the r cultures in the given tim e p e riod , o r f-ro m cultu res or- othe r e r.3S. 

5ociailLation pla!)S a la rge ro le in th e determin a tion or- how 0 societ!) or c lJlt:ure 

.3ets or bek3Ves. A nineteenth ce n tur~ French sociologist, m ile Durkh e im , 

deve lo ped .3 theo r~ in wlli ch he used to describe Ilo w a c ulture r-lJnetions or per

pe tua tes itse lr-. One o r- th e main p oi nts o r- Durkhel m's I-esearc h W.3S th e 

concept o r- th e "social bet." tIe used soci31 r-aets 3S a me3ns t o explain ll ow a 

culture be haves; ho w a n individual exhi b its behaviors attribu ted to th e o- ro up 
,,:) 

wi ll rathe r th3n his o wn . 

50cia l r-a cts have to do with .3 gro u such as a p a rtic ula r c ulture and :Jre 

not re la tive t o a n~ o ne individua l; a s oc i.3 bet IS exte rn a l to the individual!)et 

molds ho w t he individua l thinks a nd acts . A social bet is someth in~ that limits 
~ 

or der-Ines what an ind ivid ua l ma!) do o r how o n in d lvld u.3 1 mo~ think or aet In 

res po nse to various stimuli. 

• 
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CIA ca tegor~ o ~ bcts whic ll prese nt v r~ specia l 

c ha racte ristics: The~ co nsist o ~ mLl nners o ~ acti ng, 

thinking a nd ~ee ling external t o the individu a l, whic h 

a re invested with 3 coercive po we r b~ virtue oF whic h 

the~ exe rc ise co ntro l ove r him."! 

50cia l F acts are a lm os t see mingl~ ~o rced o n til e individua l a nd impressed 

upo n him o r he r until it is acce ted as a g uiding vi rtu e or wa~ o ~ li~e. This is 

most notab l~ done o r 3ccomp ished throug h the rocess oF ed uca tion; it is he re 

wh e re the mo ra ls <lIld va lues, a ll concepts der-ive rrom socia l ~acts, o3 r-e insti

tute d a nd ~orced o n the ~oung o~ al1~ s ociet~ o r cu ltu re. ti avi ng e stab li s hed 

tha t most o ~ a n individua ls social bcts a re in sti ll ed in the m through the process 

o~ ed uca tion, a nd unders ta nding tha t e duca tion is most conspicu ousl~ 3 g ro up 

process involving a mass rn,~ o ~ ~o ung, impressio nab le in divid ua ls , we ca n d te r
min e as E mil e Durkhei m has, th a t the individ ua l pa rts o ~ 3 societ or culture, 

th e people 's vie ws 3nd und rs t a nding:" are de rived ~rom the wh o e 3S a co ll ec

tive a nd no t ~rom the individua l. 

Durkhe im 's main pre mise in tllis stu d~ o~ sociolog~ is that the individual 

will act in acco rd elllce with wha t Ile has been taught b~J his societ~ th rough 

means o ~ a utho ritative ~igures ra the r thell1 act on his own ~ree will. Und e rs t and

ing this a ll o ws ~o r the r-ea li La ti o n o ~ ho w impo rt3nt a n individual 's soc ie t~ o r 

culture is in his a ctio ns . W e ca n begin to see ho w a c ulture ~o rms a n individ ua l's 

pe rception an d guides his th o ught rocess. ve n th e wo rd c ulture genera ll~ 
re~ers to ac kn o wledged pa tte rns 0 - human activ it~ a nd the s~mbolic structures 

th a t give such activit~ signi~icance . 
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Culture rer-e rs t o a p arti cular wa!:) or- acting o r be h'::lVing co nsistent in a 

group or- Ind ivid ua ls. It IS expressed thro ugh th e Impo rtance o r- a rts, be lle r-s, 

institutio ns , and a ll o the r p roducts o r- hum an wo rk and thought. The Dutc h 

anth ro p ologist Geert ti o r-stede der-in s culture as consisting or- patte rns or- (, 

th inking, r-e e llng, and potential acti ng" th iJ t a ll p eople carr!:) within t hemselves, 

and which he te rms " menta l programs." The so urce or- these progra ms lies within 

the soc ial e nviro nments where people grew up and co llected the ir lir-e exp e ri

ences. Culture af-f-ects who we 3 re, how we think, how we behave, and how we 

res p o nd t o ou r enviro nm ent. An!:) cultul-e is const antl,tj chiJnging and iJdiJpting 

in accordance to an,tj e nvironment31 c hanges as we ll as L n!:) c k .mO'e in stimu li. I r- ZI 

culture we re no t 3b le t o Zl d3pt , it wo uld eventu;) lI!:) cease t o exist simpl~ beca use 

it wou ld not be ;)ble t o evo lve o r kee p up with iJn eve r c hclllgng e nviro nm ent. 

This is the case as we ll in an!:) p Zlrticubr ZlSP ct o r- a soc iet!:) o r culture . I r- so me

th ing is no lo nge r vitiJ l t o the p e rpetu ;)h o n o r- societ!:) it is th en removed r-rom 

soc iet!:) . An exa mple of- cu ltura l ada ptation would simpl~ be the development o f

new and InllOv;)bve techno log!:) . Ir- we look a t where we ZlS ;) SOClet,tj have co me 

f-ro m in me re l!:) the lost r-if-t!:) ,tjea rs the ace mpllshme nts ;) I-e asto unding. 

5 eca use or- c ulture's impo rtance t o the behZlv io rZlland ;) Ila l!:) tica l tll ougllt pro

cesses or- an individual, we ca n begin t o gain a be tte r undersbnding or- ho w inr-Iu

entia l cu lture Zlnd SOClet~) ar . ThiS transla t es t o a ll ;)reZlS; ho w w interact with 

our enviro nment, ho w w p e rceive, inte rpret and understand conce pts. The 

concept o r- pbce is c rea ted not onl~ through a geogra pll ic location, bu t It IS a lso 

tied to a mo me nt in tim e. Flace cilld tim e a l-e o nl!:) re lev.:1nt.:1s t o ho w o ne Inte r

pre ts t hei r meiJ ning. Y o u ca nnot have the co ncept o r- pbce with o ut th concept 

tim e. Fro m o ne's soc ia liza tio n t h rough societ~ and c ulture o ne giJins an u nde r

standing or- wh a t t llese co ncepts mea n. Du e to the eve r ad3pting manner or

cu lture and societ,tj ove r time, cu ltura l sh ihs Zl I-e co nstantl!:) taking place. This is 

rer-erring t o ho w .:1 culture might cha nge its interprebtion o r unde rstanding o r- a 

concept o r idea. As tim e passes, th ese shihs occur in acco rdance t o th ada p 

tation a nd p erpetuation or-;) societ~ and wa!:) o f-lir-e . 

• 
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It is no w C"juite a ppa re nt ho w much soc i et~ a nd cu ltu re a re in~l u e n t i a l to til e 

individu a l. A p e rson's p e rce pti o n o ~ pla ce is c l ea rl~ vastl,t) , n~ l u e nced b~ t hei r 

c ultu ra l backg ro und . T o a n ind iv idu a l, s paces a nd pla ces beco me the settings 

within wh ic h socia l activi ti e s or va ri o us kinds occur. It tll en is impo rta nt t o 

und e rs ta nd the be havio rs a nd ma nn e ris ms o ~ a cu lt ure o r soc ie t~ be ~o ,-e 
d e sig ning a s tructure o r s pace . Y ou must unde rs t a nd ho w tha t c ulture ~unc
tio ns most o ptima ll~ and c rea te s ec i~ica tio n s, lim it a t io ns and set g uid e lin es t n 

di re ct a nd i n~ l u nce t ha t ~o r whic ~o u a re des ig ning. T h a rch it ct must 

unde rs ta nd t ha t cu lt u re'S inte rpreta tion o~ th e institut ion which he is designi ng 

as we ll as wh a t a ll ows th a t cu lture to ach ieve m3x,m31 pe~ormance in a space, 

loca t io n o r p lace . 

Civic Insti t ut ions o re used b~ c ultures t o express o r re presen t some o ~ 
t he ir p a rt ic ula r C"jua lit ies o r t ra its. F o r eX3 mp le, an 3 rt muse um ShOWC3ses p a r

t icu lar a rts and u3hs t hat a re h Id as important to that cu ltu re'S past , present 

o r ~uture. T he t o wn h3 11 is ano the r exa mp le o~ 3 civic insti tu t io n whe r tha t 

cu lture 's c har3cte ,-istics 3 nd be liefs a re pu t into pr3ctice. L3WS 3 re fo rm ulated 

and passed in accord3nce with the th ought s and opinions o~ th gro up. T he 

c ivic ins t itution I S a p lace whe re the e nt ire co mmu n it~ has 3 si milar preco nce p

t io n as to wh3t it s ho ul d be and ho w it s hou ld pe~orl11 . Civic ins t itutions a re 

th e re~ore ill ~l uentia l t o the societ~ o r cu ltu l-e. T he I ,brar~ is an example o~ a 

c ultu ra l insti t ut ion b ut i ~ we look a t its' role th roughou t societ,t) , we can see th at 

it clearl~ has not ada pted a long wi th o ther slJch civic institutions. 

Ma n~ c ivic ins titutions have evo lved over t ime to re mai n re leva llt t o t he 

cu rre llt soc ia l need. The act o~ s ho p ing and the concu rring e le me nts p rovide 

a n exa mple o ~ ho w evo lution t a ke s p ace over tim e to p ara ll e l ada ptatio n in 

cu lture and societ~. In A me ricall cu lt u re, s hopp ing used to t ake p lace a t the 

tOWIl cente r o r s ua re whe re d oze ns or- s ho p s were 10cZ1ted a ro und th e mai n 

b lock. E ac h o ~ t ese s ho ps was loca te d in individu31 b ui ldings a lo ng t he s t ree t 

a lld peo p le co uld be see n wa lking abo ut window s ho pping. A s time progressed 
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the s ho pping "ma ll" b ec.3me mo re prev.3le nt. This was now a la rge sC.3 le build

ing which hous d ;)11 these Individu a l shops; 3 place loca te d 3W.3~ ~rom the 

center o~ t own which o ne co uld drive to witll .3 sense o~ co nve nience. Cur

rentl~ , th e: "strip" m3 11 is becoming predo min .3n t in o ur societ~. The s e pbces 

allow ~or maxi mum convenie nce in which o ne giant building houses o ne sto re 

which s e lls al lnecess;)r~ me rchandise. From s ma ll individual sho s 10c.3ted .3t 

the cen ter o~ t o wn t o one large store located on th e outski rts 0 - re side nti.31 

d eve lo pme nt, it is C]uite a pp3re nt how just this one 3spe ct o ~ o ur societ~ h3s 

cha nged dl-a ma ti c;) ll~ ove r time to sui( o ur eve r cha nging needs . 

The use o~ the libra r~ , however, h;)s re mained re btive l~ the S3me ove r tim e 

with o nl~ small changes bein,C1 made to th e bui lding's t~JPol og~, ~unction .3nd 

ap pea ra nce. fl aving no t adapted with the rest o ~ societ~ o r othe r c ivi c institu

ti ons, the signi~i c.3 n ce o~ th e li brar~ ma~ be di minishing. The stand.3rd N eo

Cla ssica l d esign o~ a li b r.3r~ with the t~pi c.3 lla~ o ut o~ stacks a nd r .3ding mo ms 

has rem.3in e d the S3me. The ~o rm is no lo nge r re lev.3 nt tod.3~ o the r than bei ng 

re mi nisce nt o r some no s ta lgic as pi I-a tio ns. C ha ll e ngi ng thi s t~ pic3 1 design 3 nd 

Ia~ out h.3 s become.3 necess lt~ with the c urre nt c hang s t3king pla ce in our 

culture dea ling With tec llno l og~ and ;)150 ho w societ~ ~I ows with the current 

need o r a bst-tr,xked, hig h-paced W3~ o ~ li ~e. 

F eo pie a re no w to ab le ;)ccess in~o rm a tion re<1di l~J and e;) sil~ on their p er

sonal co mpute rs. A trip to t he l ib ra r~ ~o r th e sole purpose o ~ 3ccessing in~or
ma tion is beco ming unneceSS3r~ du e to the wea lth o r o the r- viab le op t ions or 
i n~ormation accessibi l it~. flaving access to a wea lth o r books is beco ming less 

and less impo rtant. It is mu ch ea sie r no w to use the substitute o ~ 3 virtua l dab

ba se to a ppease o ur need ~o r in~orm a tio n . The phr;)se h;)s been co ined, . 

in~orm a tio n ;) t ~ou r ~inge rti s' whe n describing th e inte rnet a nd o the r suc h 

virtual C3ta logs. This ~its h e c urre nt need o~ societ~ ~o r C]uic kn ess a nd agilit.tj . 

H oweve r, 3 li b ra r~ is no t just a building d e signed ~o r the so le purpose o~ 
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ho using books, it is so mu c h mo re . The l ibrar~ is a c ivi c in s titutio n, 3 pbce 

whe re the commu nit~ ca n ga the r a nd Inte ract; a p bce whe re peo ple ca n le<:l rn 

a nd exp e rie nce a nd grow thro ugh one a no tl, e r. 

The impo rtance or- the l ibra r~ in cu lture 3nd ::>oc i t~ in the P3St 3S we ll 3S 

curre nt l~ mus t no t be ove rloo ked. Kn o wl e dge is vita l t o the growth a nd deve l

o pme nt or- 3 societ~ o r c ulture. Withou t t il e kn o wle dge le3 rn ed in the past , we 

wou ld no t be ab l t o r o rm 3 r-o und a t ion o n whic h t o b uil d r-o r the r-uture . T he 

need r-or 3 space r-or thi s kn o wledge t o be s t o re d is s till impe ra tive and o h e n 

overlooke d si mpl~ bec3 use the li b ra r~ h3 ::> no t evolved in res p o nse to ma jo r 

shihs in th e W<:l~ we inte rZict with and v;] lue inr-o rm a tio n. Til e incorpor;]t~on o r- 3 

more e r-r-icie nt <:l nd user-u l mea ns o r- access ing the inr-orm<:l t ion in the l ibr;]r~ co uld 

begin t o I, e lp remed~ th is proble m. With a n increased 3ccess t o th e internet 

and with ne we r mo re t ecl,nologica l me thods o r- accessing inr-orma ti o n, th e 

l ibra r~ co uld o nce again I-each a le ve l c urre nt with toda~'s soc iet~ . C rea ting a 

more co nJ o rta b l e nviron me nt wou ld ;] Iso begin t o he lp b ring the t~po log~ or
th e li b l-.x~ up t o a mo re eve n sta nda rd with tod;]~'s societ~. An e mph;]s is o n 

co mr-o rt a nd rebx3tion is now being obs erved t l, rougho ut o ur societ~. Fbces 

such as 3 spot wl, e re ~ou C3 n pa~ to ta ke a n3p C3n no w be seen in publi c 

a reas, this i::> tru e in the M a ll o r- A me rica whe re the~ cha rge sevent~ ce nts p e r 

minute to na in designated spaces thro ughou t the building. T o incorporate a 

leve l o r- com o rt th3 t is dict;]ted b~ societ~ insteZld or- the tradi tion31 r-orm31 

t~polog~ wo uld h Ip to re inve nt the li b ra r~ to m3ke it mo re a ppro pri3 t e r-or 

toda~'s soc ieta l d e I1l 3 nd::>. 

Some majo r c ities in th e U nited States have begun t o add ress this issue 

b~ re d esigning a nd re th inking the ro le o r- the l ibr<:l r~. It still mus t house the tra

ditiona l inr-orma tio n tl, a t societ~ has acc umula ted in the past , b ut no w it must 

in co r_ o ra te th e tec hnologica l advances societ~ k'ls achieved a~ we ll. Ci ties 

like ea ttle have rece ntlu bu ilt ne w a nd modern li braries t o 0"0 a lo nO" with the 
J 0 ,,:) 

needs o r- societ~ a nd the~ a re ta king the rig ht s te p t o wa rds rej uve n3ting the 
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t~po l og~ o ~ tile li b r.3 r~. fl aces such as the Seattl e Centra l Ubra r~ have 
included ne w tec h nolog~ and bette r wa~s o ~ accessing In~o rm a tion through 

tec hno l og~. The~ have a lso upgraded the progra m o~ the lib ra n, b~ in co rpo

ra t ing man~ tll ings t o a ttract mo re peo ple; program e le me nts suc as a ca ~e, 
bookstore, ed uca tiona l Fac il ities, mult i-use s p aces, a rt disp l a~s, a nd even o th e r 

reta il op p o rtu niti es. 

One as p ect which has no t ~u ll~ been add ressed ~et is ho w the communit~ 
accesses the books; th e l a~o ut and til e sp.3ce or loca tio n o ~ til e stacks. T he 

sta cks o ~ most li b ra ries a re sti ll a lmos t sepa rated ~ro m the rest o ~ the bui lding. 

All o~ the books a re loca ted in one large multi-level space. In o rd e r t o ma ke 

this more congrue nt to the curre nt leve l o~ societa l interaction with space, this 

needs t o c ll ange. The s t acks s ho uld be broke n up a nd otll e r progra mma tic 

e le ments s hould be a ll owed t o mingle in th e space. T il e stacks wou ld then 

beco ill e less uni~o rm a nd co n~using and become a mo re vib rant and exci t ing 

space where the eXcll .3 nges ta king place wou ld not be betweenjust individua l 

and book. T his would a lso a ll o w f-O l- a better tr.3nsiti o n between the different 

roles o ~ tllis c ivic institutionj o nce ag.3in , not just a Ilouse ~or.3 co ll ectio n o~ 
books, but the socia l and communit~ aspect d the li brar~ as we ll. 

It is n ecessar~ in design to und erstanding the concepts o~ pla ce a nd time 

in re la tioll t o what the socio logica l inte rpretation o~ a given societ~ is. Onl~ 
when this is ~ull~ unde rstood ca ll o lle trul~ design wllat is needed ~or th e 

soc i et~. Agrea te r level o~ ullde rstanding .3l1ows for t he most el+ic ient, s.3tist-~
ing and ~unct io n a l design. The ada pta tion ot- societ~ ove r time is both predict

ab le a lld unpredictable; pre dictab le in the sense tha t we know it wi ll 

co ntinuous l~ ada pt, b ut unpred ictable in tha t we can never know wh.3 t c l,.3nges 

Illa~be come abou t. T o t-ull~ und e r:otand and e mplo~ necessar~ cha nges to 

co rrespond with the ada pta tioll o~ culture and societ~ is wha t an a rchi tect can 

on l~ hope to achieve. 

10 
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1998 

This project was c reated in 
orde r to -preserve the K a nak 

culture and he ritage. It is a n 
exce ll e nt exa mple o~ arc hite cture 

devoted t o preservi ng th e culture 

o~ peo ple and a communit:J. T he 
progra m o~ this building wa s that 
o~ a cu ltura l cen ter devote d to 

th e K a nak culture , the in habit
an ts of the island. 

This re lates we ll to this thes is 

because it not o nl:J is a rchitec
ture designed with the progrLlm

matic purpose o ~ prese rving a 

com munit:J' but cu lture was inco r
porated into th e d e sign in ver:J 
subtle wa:J5 that rea ll:J ma ke this 
building distinguishab le . 

ura en re 

J J 
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, 
lews 0 t e rotot e 

The ma te ria ls ~o r th is proj e ct we re 

m ost l~ no t ~rom tha t regio n, b ut brought 

in ~rom e lse whe re. ti o weve r, it wa s 

unde rstood tha t the ma te ria ls us d , 

tll o ugll no t a ll indige nous to the region , 

resembled o r we re re minisce nt o ~ the 

loca l ma te ria ls o r hab ita t. This building 

is a n a ma zing b le nd o ~ ne w technolog~ 
with the re pre s en ta tion of a ncient tradi

ti o ns. It achieved tll is through th e 

ca re ~ul re s ea rc h done b~ the a rc hitects 

with the ir ca re ~ul respect to regiona l 

details . 

... 1 1 
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The design wa s based o n va ri o us abstra ctio ns 

and unde rsta ndings of thei r cu lture. The "cages ," 

th e ma in a rchitectura l Fea ture of the des ign, we re 

based oFF of the Kana k huts o n the island. Fia no 

pa id c lose attention t o d e t a il in both co nstructio n 

a nd Feasab ilit~. 

t1 0 wever, the a rchitecture was no t pure l~ poetic, 

bu t th ese cages se rved a Function b~ both shielding the 

s tru cture a nd cha nneling the prevailing winds tl, a t ca m 

oFF the sea. Originall~ , the l a~ou t of the pla n was repre

sentative of ho w the villages of the K anak we re laid out. 

H o weve r, due to th e Fact of prevailing wind conditions 

Oil th e site it was no t a ppro riate t o have such a Ia~-out. 
instead, the basic idea was ' e pt, b ut 311 of the "cages" 

we re placed Oil one side t o be tte r su it the site co ndi

tions. in thi s wa~ , the project is ve r~ res p o nsive to loca l 
clima te conditio ns, which -we re a lso co ns ide re d . This 

was true of th e d esign as a whole; it Fit ve r~ we ll with the 

site aesthe ti ca ll~ a nd was indica tive of the na tiv e cu lture. 

• • • 

, 
• 
• 
• • .1. 
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rotessor ndre asault 

nnu of ash a t mak B 
, 

anl- tenam 

:::: e t- les) uebec , 

al 2003 

This proj ect delves into wha t 
deFin es a cu lture and begins to 
create an unde rstanding of wha t 
it mea ns to create mea niligFul 

a rchitecture p e rtaini ng to cu lture. 
Wha t had previous l~ bee n the C 

deve loped a rea ho me to the loca l - .. 
tribe was redesigned b~ the stu
dents to create a more hos pitable 
habit a t and living e nvironme nt. 

The students interrogated the 

!nnuj asking a series o f 9uestio ns 
to draw o ut what was mea ningFul 

to th e eople and wha t the~ Fe lt 
were e e ments that the~ , as a com
munit~ and a cu lture, we re begin
ning to lose in their wa~ of liFe. 

This is ver~ signiFicant to this 
thesis in tha t th e re is a n unde r
standing that cu lture is intrinsic to 
a rchite cture. 

A 

ures l1 
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One such as pe ct o ~ this inge
nu it was the o pen l a~out o ~ 
the ousing pla ns. Inst ea d o~ 
a closed noor pla n, the stu
dents opened up the living 
s pace to a ll ow views to the 
~ront door ~rom most o~ the 

living space to a ll o w the inhab
itants the abi l it~ to see who 
was entering the ir ho me . This 
wa s done in rega rds to the 
Innu 's tradition o ~ no t knock

ing, but simp l~ e nte ring the 
house una nnounced , 
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Interim Model , 

Verdier/ Froteau Team 

F ro m the Innu , til e s tu-
de nts a lso lea rned tha t 

th e~ e'jo~ed ha ving la rge 
ce ntra l spaces in which the 

e ntire bmi l~ could g a the r, 

Instead o~ s le e ping in their 
own bed roo ms , the Innu 
would , at times, s leep 

togethe r in the main centra l 
room in ~ront o~ the t e levi-

sion, ea ch pulling up their 
own mattress, 
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Computer rendering, 
Verdier/ Froteau Team 

From the In nu , the stu
dents a ls o lea l-ne d tha t 

the~ e ljo~ ed having la rge 
ce ntra l spa ces in which the 
e ntire ~amil~ could g a the r. 

Inste ad o~ s leeping in th e ir 
own bedroo ms, the Innu 

would, a t t im e s , slee p 
togethe r in t he ma in 
ce ntra l roo m in ~ro nt o~ 
the te levision , each pul ling 
up thei r o wn mattre ss. 

T he stud e nts we re a ble 
to ta ke this knowle dge 
a nd tra ns la t e it into a n 

a rchitectura l d e sign t ha t 
was Far more suita b le to 
the Inn u tha n the housing 

that wa s the re previo us l~ . 

• 

Computer ren 

Fhotograph ta 

The stude nts o ~ the 
mas te r's studio d id a n 

exce lle nt j o b o ~ com
municating the cultur 

d the Inn u peo ple in 
th e ir a rchite ctura l 

d e signs. The~ we re 
a b le t o express th o se 
a rchitectu ra l e le me nts 

~oc using m 3 in l~ O f"' 

ho w the sp3ces we re 
inha bite d . This was 

a ll bas e d upon 
me eting with the loca l 

p eo ple a nd le a rning 
th ei rwa~ o~ l i~e . 

'ng, Verdlel/Froteau Team 

b~ students 
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READING 

ORIGINAL PROGRAM PROGRAM RESHUFFLE OMAILMN ORGANIZATIO N 

The illte rio r o ~ t h is li b ra r!:) 

wa s ~ocused mai lll,tj O il ho w 

p eo ple mo ve abo ut the 

spaces, The ,tj crea te d a 

s,tjste m o ~ plat~orm s a lld 

base d th e ir placeme llt 

a cco rd illg to th e ir hie ra r-

h,tj o ~ ~unctio ns, The 

co nce pts o~ ho w peo ple 

move througho ut th e 

s ace a lld mo d e rniLillg the 

Ii ra r,tj ill se nse with a 

g rea te r use o~ techll olog,tj 

a lld a lso s tra,tjing ~rom the 

u::,u a l t,tjp o log,tj o ~ a t,tjpica l 

li b ra r,tj a re stro ng, 

t, o weve r, this b ui lding 

p a ,tjs abso lute l!:) Il O a tte n

tio n to it's site with a co m

plete disreg a rd to it' s 

e llviro llme llt a lld it's sur

ro undillgs . 

RETHINKING THE PRO BLEM Of LIBRARY GROWTH 
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With the int ntion in 

mind ,"ne w lib-a ries 

don't re inve nt o r even 

mode rnize the tr3di

tio nLl I institution ; the~ 
me re l~ p acbg it in a 

ne w W3~," R e m K oo l

Il a us a nd his ~irm 
d e signed til e 5 a ttle 

pu b lic li b ra rt- . The 

~orm o~ this uild ing 

Ll ltho ugh ve r~ sc ulptura l 

was no t d e riv e d o n a n~ 
abstra ctions o~ its loca

tio n o n the site, b ut was 

c rea te d b~ me re l~ 
pus hing "boxes" o~ 
s p ace around in o rd r 

to meet with zo ning 

codes a nd set back 

restri cti o ns. Tile IIlte-
• 

n O I- spaces we l-e 

designed t o c rea te ;:) 

sense o~ movement 

thro ug h urba n s p aces; 

not just moving th rough 

diWerent spaces in a 

bu ilding. A lso, the 

interio r s tructure o ~ the 

build ing wa s d es ig ned 

to give t he peo ple 

inside th sense tha t 

the in te rio r spaces were 

~ I oating . This was 

Llchieved b~ mi ni I1ll zi ng 

t he usage o ~ c olumns 

o n t he exte rio rs o ~ th e 

inte rior platFo rms. 
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tatement: 15510n 
-------

It is the mission o~ the Flloenix F ublic Ubrar.::J 

t o ~oster a n in~ormed and literate co mm uni t ,:) 

with in~orma tion resou rces and wo rks o~ the 

im agina tio n. 

The grea t reading 

room o n th e ~ihh 
r-ioo r, ho using the 

no n~iction colle ctio n, 

is the la rge st readi rw 

roo m ill N o rth 

America . 

Using 3 single , 

ce ntra l o p e n core, the 

'c r.LJ s ta I ca n.LJ o n' p ro
vides ve rtic a l circu la

ti o n with three hig h

speed e lev3 to rs a nd 

th g rand sta ir-ca s e , 3 

plan a rra nge me nt tll a t 

rend e rs a ll co lle ctions 

accessib le a nd eas,:) 

to ~rnd . The co mb ina 

t io n o~ innovative 

compute r cabling, 

I igll ti ng, ~u rn i tu re 

design , and la.LJou t 

s tra t egies with the 

librar,:) 's digita l a nd 

rea l in~o rma tion has 

given the li b rar,:) 3 

uni9ue ~ l exibi l i t.LJ to 

mee t c hanges in o p er

a ti o rl grace~u ll ,:) a nd 

cono mica ll.LJ . 

• 
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T he fh oenix f ublic 

Ubra ,-~ is wide l~ co nsid

e red a n exa mp le o f green 

a rcllite cture . The th erma l 

mass of t he wa lls a nd a 

h ighl~ e FFi c ie nt mecha nica l 

s~stem c ut e n erg~ usage 
t o one-th ird t he a mo unt 

i nitia l l~ proj ected b~ cit:J 

p lan ne rs a~ld utilit~ 
exp e rts. T he inte rio r 

space is la id o ut we ll in 

rega rd s t o ease a nd 

uickness of move ment 

t roughou t the space. 

5 ecause this building is 

la id o ut we ll and has 

ma n:J as ects t o its 

design h a t ma ke it green 

a rchitecture , I Feel t ll at it 

is a ve r~ s uccessFul 

proj ect. It created a 
mo re mode rn Feel to t h is 

c ivic institution a nd a lso 

was incorpo ra ted we ll 

into it' s s ite and e nviro n

me nt in bot h climatic 

co nditio ns as we ll as site. 
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- tl0hetta 

_,g!)pt 
2001 

Lege nd wa s a ke:J inspira ti o n ~o r 
the de sign a nd co mpletio n o ~ 
tilis proj e ct. The lo re oF <:l grea t 
li bra r:J o ~ A lexa nd ria spa rke d 

the Ara b R e pu b lic o~ Eg:J pt to 
build a new li b ra r:J re minisce nt o ~ 
the past histor:J o~ the a rea. 
H isto r:J a nd cu ltura l he ritage 
we re e specia ll:J impo rta nt ~o r this 

proj e ct. A libra r:J C3 n be a 
~rozen mo me nt in time tha t 
teac hes us to distinguis h 
betwee n past, prese nt, and 
~uture . T his is eve n a ppa re nt in 
th e wa ll d e picting t exts a nd la n
g uag e s ~rom a ll cultu res ove r a ll 

time pe riods. 

The site crea te d a dra ma tic 
s e tting ~o r the ne w building, 
inclu ding th e circ ul a r ha rbo r, 

the lo ng curving wa ll o ~ the 

C o rniche , a nd the conte mpo
ra r:J seaside buildings. This 
design a lso begins to be dic

ta t e d b:J g eometr:J in a s e nse . 
Tho ugh the circu la r ~orm o~ tile 
building is indicative o~ the 
a ncie nt ha rbor, it a lso is a 
me a ns use d to re ca ll the heav

en l:J bodies o~ our universe. 

exan rlna 

..-_J'--==-:::-: =- = ....... 
- = -
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The co lumns th rougho ut t il e bu ilding a lso pla:J an in t e r
es ting ro le in the design a nd structure of the b uil ding. 

These co lumns a re ca ped with a prism sha pe which 
a ll ows For a greate d di usion of light thro ug hout the 
bui ld ing Fro m the sk:Jlights 3bove. 

The Furnishings in this grea t building were a lso 

designed b:J the a rchitect. The!) pla:J a ra the r 
~rea t role in the design due to the te rraced Form of 
the in terior of the building. T he Furniture is 

exposed so it was d esign t o reFlect a ncien t eg:Jp
tion tradi ti on. It a lso reads as a ho rizo nta l Facade 
when viewed as who le throughou t the build ing. 

• • • 

This librar!) has a la rg 
reading room that IS 

easil!) accessib le 
through ou t th build

ing. The room's 

seating c paci t:J is 
a p roximatel:J 2000 

in ividuals. Also, the 

roo m is e Cjuipped and 
capable of ha ndling 
c urren t technologies as 
we ll as Flexib le For p os
sib le newe r techno lo

gies. The roo m raises 

up to the cei ling in a 
g rand Fashion but s till 
retai ns an intima te 

Cju a lit:J desired to 
a r3bic culture and 

design t o a ll ow For a 
secu re Feeling a nd a 
place For medi ta tion. 
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N o t on l~ do the sk~ l igh ts have a n aes thetic a nd co nce p
t ual signi~ ica nce, b ut the~ a lso have a n impo rta nt 

mecha nica l p urpo se as we ll. T h tetra hedro n sk~l ights 
in the ce iling a re up to 1 6 ~eet (5 mete rs) dee p, ~u ll~ 
enclo s e d a nd be tween 55 a nd 70 ~eet ( 17 a nd 2 1 
me te rs) o ve r th e ~Ioo r. The~ act a s a "hot box" so th a t i~ 
the e le ctrica l a nd mec ha ni ca l s~ste ms ~a i l , th e~ wi ll a ct as 

assive so la r co nvecto rs, pull ing cool ai r ~rom leve ls 

e lo w gro und. T his un i9ue re levance is a ve r~ impo rta nt 
design as pe ct beca us e o ~ til e lo cation o ~ t he b ui ld ing in 

Eg~pt. 

The sk~ l ights a re a ve r~ 
impo rta nt a spe ct o ~ 
des ign to t his bui ld ing . 

5eca use o ~ t he s ha pe o~ 
t he bu il ding a nd ho w it 

e ne tra te s into t he 

_ a rth, t he sk~ l igh ts rise 
~ro m the ground a nd 
exten d a lo ng the e ntire 
su~ace o~ t he roo~. The 

~ro m o f- t he sk~ l igh ts is 
o nce ag a in based o H o f

geomet r~ j a re pea t ing 
p a tte rn o~ tetra he dro ns. 

I 
I 

T he s e sk~ lights ~a ce 
N o rth a nd a re d e sign e d 
no t to a llo w direct sun

lig ht in to t he ma in s pace 

o ~ t he bui lding. 5 e ca use 
o ~ t heir positio ning a nd 

di re ction the~ a llo w a n 
individ ua l inside the 

bu ild ing to ga in a se nse 

o ~ til e c ha ngi ng e nviro n
me nt a ro und the m. 

, 
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Tile pu rpose o ~ 
the sketcll proble m W;:JS 

to explo re co nce pts 
tbt might be rela te d t o 

our th es is proj e cts. I 
wa:o assigned t o d es ign 

a baker~ ~or the c it~ o~ 
tJ a mtra mck in Detroit. 

tJ a mtra mck is o ~ 3 pre

dominnate l~ Lurope~m 
descent mostl!) ~rom 
F o L3n d . E:>eca use o ~ 
this ethnic bockground, 

in co rrobtion with m~ 
thes is, I a tte mpted t o 

design the baker!) whil e 

re spe cting the h istor~ 
and the c ulture o~ the 

p eo pl tha t dwelled in 

this cit~. 
Thro ugh a series 

o ~ sit e visits a nd explo

r3 tions , I was better ab le 

t o gras an unde rstand

ing o ~ t l e a tmos h re 

LI nd cha racte r 0 the 

e nviro nme nt. tl o weve r, 

t o have been co mplete l!) 

success ~ul , I would Il ave 

ho ped to spend a con

s id e rable 3mo unt mo re 

time 0 11 m~ site. 
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5~ ado pting a simibr 
ro rm and a simplistic 

base, I bega n to e labo

ra te o n the design. 5 :J 
incorporating more 
modern ma rketing t ech

ni9ues , I began to ::.epa
ra te this s implistic rorm. 

tl owever, thi s was done 
using a g lass cut tha t 

p e netra ted ent irel~ 
thro ugh the building. 

evation 

• 
_~ r • 

• '.j:: 

.,' 
I 

1 , __ 

• 
. I • • 

I 
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C rea ting a bake r~ tha t was 
consistant to the st:J le o r 
a rchitect ure a nd building 

design in tl a mtra mck, but 
rurthe red the pe rce ived ben
e rits o r s uch d e s ign was the 

issue o r this proje ct. The 
goa l was not t o mimic wha t 

was exis ting, but to improve 
upon these precede nts . 
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The use o ~ wood - wood 

tim be r ~o r structure a nd wood 

p a ne ling througho ut the inte

rio r - begins t o c rea t e a more 

s ooth ing a tm o sphe re_ Also , 

b!::) d e t ai ling the in te rio r mo re 

conside r3bl!::) , 3 mo re ho me!::) 

a tmos he re is c rea te d. Even 

the lig t ing used, bo th inte ri

o rl!::) and ext e rio rl!::) , adds t o 

t h is e ~~ect. 

oar an 

• 

.... 

• 

" - '" . - ...... -

-.. - -

I ~e lt it was necessa r!::) t o 

a tte mpt t o c rea te;) mo re 

ho me like (kitc he n) a t 

mos phe re inside the ba ke r!::) . 

This s e nse o ~ ~ee l i ng p e rmi ts 

the use r to ~ee l mo re 3 t e3se 

a nd re laxed ; t o ~ee l mo re like 

a p a rt o ~ the his t o r!::) o ~ t he 

ba ke r!::) ra th e l- th a njust 

a no th e r custo me r. 
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The use of g lass he re 
e nables a ple ntiFul 
a mount of natural sun

light into til e ba ker.:J. It 
a lso crea tes a Form of 
se p a ra tion between 
the business as pect oF 
the baker.:J a nd the 

soc ia l aspect of e rj o:J
ing othe r's co mpa n:J. 

e ecte an 

This gap, Formed b.:J the 
glass , a lso lets the light and 
a tm os he re of the interior

to spil ou t into the pu blic 
rea lm . b eca use of th is 

inte resting as pect of 
design , the use Fo r o th r 
mo re ca ptiva ting o r mo re 

ex travagan t mea ns of 
signage is negated. 

• - - . 

-- ----

• 

-
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ses: 

T he ~o llowing site a n a l~se s d e pict t he va rio us sites which I resea rched 

over t he co urse o ~ m~ stud~. T he inte ntio n was t o select a n a rea o r loca tio n 

which had a s tro ng c ultura l in~ l u e nce rooted into its' co mmunit~. T he id ea t o 

s e le ct loca tio ns with a strong speci ~i c c ultura l in~l uence ti es into t he intention 

o~ t he t hes is es tab lis hing a ce rtai n c rite ria t o ab id e b~. 

T he ~i rst t h ree site locatio ns we re t a ke n in s eci ~i c i) reas o~ t he cit~ o ~ 
Detroit, Michiga n. Lach o~ t he s e a reas d oes in eed have i) s tro ng c ultura l 

in~ l u ence : 50uthwest Detroi t being in~ l u e n ced strongl~ b~ a 

M exica n/ t1i s p a nic he ritage, D ea rborn being inFlue nced b~ a hig h Middle 
L aste rn 0 u la tio n a nd ti a mtra mc k being m ai nl~ in~ l u eced with a higll co nce n

t ra tion 0 a oIis ll/Luropea n po pula ti o n. The next tw o s ites we re o~ speci~ic 
c itie s in general t ha t co uld be asce rta in ed t o Ilave a :otrong cu ltura l in~l u ence 
re la tive t o a distinct societ~; 5an Anton io Il avi ng a la rge M exica n p o pubtion 

and in~l u e nce a nd fittsburgh having a nu mbe r o ~ loca lized cu ltures thorough 

ou t its limits . 

T he ~inal site was the site t ha t I se lected to situate m~ thesis project. 

T his site, loca t e d a lo ng W oodwa rd A ve. in D e troi t , Mic higha n a ppa re ntl~ 
lacks a speci~ic s trong in~lu e n ce , ho weve r, it was se lected because o ~ a s tronge r 

link to t he thesis t o pic tha n is easi l~ a ppa re nt. The sub tl e ties o~ thi s site 

in c lude a link to bo th th e d o wn-t own a rea o ~ D etroit as we ll as th e mo re resi

d e nt ia l a rea o~ Detroit, on l~ see mingl~ separated b~ the 1-75 ~reewa~. Also, 

th is site begins t o d e pict wha t t he cha racte r a nd th e cit~ o ~ D etro it is trul~ 
abo ut . Detro it was a cit~ t ha t burgeoned t h ro ugh the boo ming o~ th e ca r 

industr~ a nd revo lves a ro und t he use o~ t he a uto mob ile . W oodwa rd Ave. is 

9 ui te possib le the mos t imp o rta nt axis wa~ in t he c it~ and the 1-75 ~reewa~ is a 

high use roa d . It is a ppa re nt t hough, t ha t a t t h is p a rticu la r site is a missed 

opportunit~. W he re pnce a la rge building re p rese nta tive d Detroit's prospe r

ous ti mes in t he 20th ce ntur~ , now sta nds a n e m pt~ shell. I ~ee l t his site pro

vides a n imp o rta nt re p rese nta tion to t he cuture, h isto r~ a nd soc i e t~ o r t he 

Detroit a rea a s we ll a s provide s a n inc re dib le opportunit~ to link these two 

dico'j o in te d a rea s in a n a tte mpt t o bridge t he gap o r t he rab ric o r D e tro it. 
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age ot a tin America ns Inha biting th e a rea. 

This ca n ea sil~ be observed wh e n wa lking th e 

streets o r visiting th e ne ig hbo rhoods. The 

_a tin Americans have leh their ma rk o n ma n~ 

a rchitecture o t th e a rea t ai ls to re rlect this 

c ultura l background. 

The si t e have chosen is the existing 

or the ins titution can begin to retlect th e com-
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Famous industria l center and contains a multi-

a rea a nd has a diverse e thnic background. 

Middle-Eastern background. ecause of 

Dearborn ublic ibrar~. This site can 

beging to a ll ow the existence of such a strong 

communit~ a nd cu lture to s how. The librar~ 
is loca ted on M ichigan Avenue and is in a 

strong heritage of t he communit~. The archi

the site ca n begin to trans late to a ll ) of the 
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ma n~ diffe re nt Luro pea n ethnic itie s. 

wh e n trouing th e cit~ . ne ca n exp e ri e nce a 

ing th e cit~. 
cho s e th e site o ~ th e curre nt t a m

tra mck u b lic i b ra r~ as m~ t ut u re s ite. 

____ eca use o~ th e stro ng o lis h ba ckg ro und o t 

e ntia l basis in th e a rchitecture o~ t he a reaj 

some th ing mo re re leve nt t o th e su rro un d loca l 

communit~ a nd culture. 

o 

• • 
• • 
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• 

located on the est side o~ the state. itts-

however) it has now turned to other means of 
industr~ to undergo a "renaissance. 11 

ittsburgh consists of man~ diFFerent 

ethnicities From a round the world. chose the 

communities that here in the cit~) ~eel that 

can be drawn From to inFluence architecture. 
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the c: 

e nthnic bac g rounds ~rom a ll over th e globe. 

mexica n a me ri ca ns. This ad s to the cu ltura l 

dive rsit~ o~ the cit~ a nd begins to disting uish 
it ~ro m others in both tra dition a nd architec

ture. The site have chosen is the existing 

libra r~ done b~ Rica rd o egorre ta Vil chis. 

a n 

a n a rchitectura l work. 
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This site is loca ted a long oodwa rd 

ve. where it crosses over the -75 highwa~ 
in Detroit Michigan. T he o ld Donova n 

building was located here but wa s recentl~ 

intention ot the thesis in tha t it is located in a 

ties such as the nearb~ omerica ark and 

down-town istrict a llows a n interesting 

oodwa rd. 
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;...ram a emen 

ro' ect dentification 

The inte ntio n of this stud~ is 

to c rea t e a li b ra r~ in a n urba n a rea 

tha t is designed specirical l~ t o 

re spo nd t o the local culture a nd 

co mmunit~ . This c ivic institutio n will 

be d es igned to ho use a large collec

ti o n o r books a nd inrorma tion a nd t o 

provide d~na m ic p o rta ls ro r access

ing e lectro nic inro ml a tio n. 

rticulation of ntent 

• 
• 

, J. 
• 

The intention o r this p rorct is t o tie this civic instituti o n to the 

cu rre nt culture o r the loca l commu nit~ in o rd e r to ro mo t e a better 

und e rstanding and a mo re integrated use or the Ii rar~. R elative to 

the site a nd t he culture, th e li b ra r~ will have .3 greater inriuence on its 

surro undings based on its revised progra m. 

5 eca us e it is a li b r3 r~ with a publ ic runc tio n, it is owned a nd 

s ha red b~ the en t ire comm unit~ . With the progra ms and run ctions 

involved in this institu ti o n, it is we ll suited to this thesis in that, 

thr-o ugh a re-eva lu a tion or th e progra m, the a r-chitecture ca n begin to 

in ves tigate a nd rerle ct tile cha ra cter o r the co mmunit~. 
In the pas t , li b ra ries have had the runction o r kee ping the 

books and t he co ll e ctive kn o wledg e o r th e commun it~. For .3 ce rtain 

p e rce ntage o r the po pula ti o n this is still a vita l co mpo ne nt o r a 

ce ntra ll ib ra r~ runction . ti oweve r, with the cha nges a nd the 

adva nce me nt o r tec lln o log~ in o ur societ~ , it is mu ch easie r to access 

sucll inr-o rma tion th a n g o ing to the li brar~ a nd c hecking ou t a book. 

The runctio n a nd progra m o r the li b ra r~ has no t ada pte d t o th ese 

co ntempo ra r~ ro rms o r co mmunica tion a nd must be rev ised. The re

rore, the l ib ra r~ s ho uld be re prese nta tive to the cu rre nt cultura l tra
diti o n. 
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= numeration of actions 

L oca l peo ple o~ the communit,:! co uld interact with this bui lding 

in ma n,:! wa!)s. The!) will be ab le so browse thro ugh the II b ra r!) In the 

t!)pica l bshion, but the!) will have a g rea t e r numbe r o ~ o ppo rtunities 

~o r resea rch b.::Js d o n LI g rea te r ~oc u s o n t echn o log,:! thro ugh ou t the 

b uilding. M o re compute rs with inte m e t .3ccess a s we ll a s multi-me d ia 

,::lIld digita ll,:! dis p l3!) d in~ormatio n ce nte rs will e nab le til e use r to 

e ngage a mu c h b road e r range o~ in~orm at io n and in~orm a tio n a l dis

pl a,:! s . The use rs will a lso be provid ed with com~ort.::Jb l e loca ti o ns in 

wllich to Si t and sih thro ug h the in~o rma ti o n the!) have u ncove red or 

to si mpl!) read ~o r e n · o!) m e nt . The progra m o ~ this c ivic institutio n 

will a lso inc lude wee I!) se mina rs re btive to the co mmunit!) and the 

cultu l-e dea ling with loca l, sta te, I-egiona l a nd g loba l ma ttas. Tile s e 

s e min a rs will a llo w th e co ngregatio n o ~ a n!)one in til e loca l communit!) 

t o exp e rie nce the c ha nges tha t have ta ke n pb ce in loca l ma tte rs LIS 

we ll as the ir a ~~ect o n the rest o~ societ,:! . 

While accessing i n~o rma tion a t a co mpute r t e rmin a l, the use r 

will be sea ted in a roo m speci ~ica ll ,:! des igned ~o r tha t ~un c tio n. The 

lig hting will b a mple a nd soh so as no t t o tax the viewe rs ' e,:!es . It 

will be a n o pe n space with ea s!) access r ro m di~~e re nt loca t ion::> 

thro ugh o ut the b uilding . It will be a C"j uie t space so a s t o no t be dis

tracting whe n d o ing resea rch. 

Wh e n the peo ple .::J re movi ng throug ll o ut the spa ce, the!) will 

be wa lking in a n 0 e n a nd we ll lit e nviro nm e nt. The s paces will be 

conn ected to eac 1 o the r re la tive to ~un ction so as to e limina te the 

exte nsive use o~ lo ng co rrido rs thro ug hou t th e bui lding a nd c rea te 

an ease o ~ access ~rom o ne a rea to th e next. 

Whe n the eople o ~ the commu nit!) gathe r ~o r the wee ki!) se mi

na rs tha t a re he d , th e!) will be co nta ine d in a se ries o~ ro o ms d edi

ca ted t o this p a rticula r ~u nction . The rooms wi ll be o ~ a m Ie si ze 

co nta ining the re9u ired technolog!) to b st conve!) the in o ml3tion, 

such as a digital disp la,:! . The,:! wou ld a ls o g ive a s e nse o~ the loca l 

communit!) , wh e th e r it is through c ultul-a l a rti~acts th ro ugh o ut the 

room o r th ings re leva nt to the co mmunit,:! . 
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numeration ot actions cont. -
The b uilding progra mm a tica ll.:J will con bin o the r e le me nts such 

as indoo r and o utdoo r green space, ret3 il e le men ts such as a ca ~e 
a nd bookstore a nd educa tiona l e le ments such ;)s cI;)ss rooms , 

rea ding roo ms a n a udito rium and a speci~ic children 's a re;). These 

e le me nts will be wo ve n into the bbric o ~ the libra r.:J t o c rea te a mo re 

cohes ive wh o le ra the r tha n ' ust s t acks. The .:J will a ll o w ~o r the 

mo d e rn societal needs o ~ t e communitt. F eople will be ab le to move 

thro ugh o ne s ace to th e next without ee ling a distinct s e pa ra tio n 

between the i!i=erent ~unctions . 

-- ite 
'--' 

riteria 

Du e to t he nature o~ the progra m, 

an urba n setting wo uld be most bene~i
cia !. Also , it wo ul d b ve r.:J bene~icia l , i~ 
possible, t o loca t e it o n a site tha t has 

some speci~ic c haracteris ti cs re la tive to 

a p a rti c ubr c ulture, o r a t least in a co m

munit.:J with a distinct backgro und. 

This would enab le the a rchitecture t o 

re~l ect the a rea, a ll o wing the la nguage 

to be mo re speci~ic. The area re 9uire d 

~or suc h a space cou ld be ~o ur hund red 

a nd twe nt.:J ~ive tho usa nd s9ua ,-e- ~eet. 
E>eca use the bui lding will re prese nt the 

loca l communit.:J a nd c ulture, it wo uld be 

most success~ul ~o r the a rea it is 

loca ted in to Il ave a pa rti cula r a rc hitec

tura l st.:J le, whethe r it be re la tive to 

climate, s t.:Jl e o r pe riod. The librar.:J 

would be loca te d more ce ntra ll.:J in th e 

regio n it is pbce d to a llow it t o beco me 

a communit.:J d e stina tion ; a place whe re 

the loca l residents ca n gathe r. 

• 
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Educationa l F acilities 
C las"rooms 
S eminar Rooms 
Multi-M edia f aci lltle" 
Compu ter Rooms 
Digital M edia Dlspl<1.'-J" 
Auditorium 
Rcstrooms 
M echan ica l 

'--'" FFi ces 
f rW<1te L ffl ccs 
S tudio On"lces 
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Restrooms 
M ech:1l1 lcCl I 

R e tai l 
Displa~ 
'-' torClge 
Restrooms 
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Seating 
Kltchcl1 & Stori'lg' 
Res troo ms 
M echallical 

""- tacks 
S tacks 
C hildren's Area 
Lobb.';VCheckou t 
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Restrooilis 
M echail ica l 
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ace e aJ ee s: 

C lassr-ooms dueational a ell ities -
Units: 5 
Unit Capac rt~: 25 

N e t 59u<lre F eet/ Unit 500 s9ua re r ee t 

To ta l N et Arca: 2 500 s9 uare Fee t 

f urp o se/ F llIlc tt o n : 

The purpo sc a nd the r-un cti o n o r- t~e cla ssrooms are t o a llo w r-o r- a num ber o r- p eople t o 

a ttain a more in trl ca t c kno wledge d subject ma tter tha t 15 or-r-ered b~j th e cen tra ili b ra l-~)- This 

g ives the m the space and the pro p er <l tmosph ere t o be t <l l'g ht a nd in t er<let with o the rs . 

A c tivities: 

The classroo m .:1ctl v ities wrll co nsist o r a group or ··studen ts" wh o wrll be t a llg ht b~ <lll Indlvd

u<l l with cons iderable knowledge rel a tive t o the su bJcc t . T he "teache r" wi ll h..we th e o pporttl 

n it~ t o invo lve th e s tud en ts m re cnti ca ll~ In th e p rocess o r teach ing wi th <l n~ range 01 
activi t ies p ermissible In the sp ace. 

5patta l Rela ttonshlps: . 

The classrooms wil l be loca ted clustered t ogethe r on one or- the lo wer I-Ioors o r the I l br<'lr~1 t o 

c re<l t e <'I n ease or- access t o these sp.:1ces. The class r-oo ms sho uld a lso be loca t ed o n the 

ext e n o r or- th e b uilding t o a llo w con t ro ll d, direct slllllight In t o the room. 

5pecia l ons ideratt o ns: 

The re will be co nsid r<l t ions r-o r th e p ossibi lit.tJ o r co mbin ing one o r mo re or the se p .:1 l-a t e 

roo ms t o a llow r or the opportllnit~ tha t Intere" t in <l partlclll<lr cbss ma.tJ C<l ll se the Ileed r or 

mor-e room. Cons lderattons will <'I lso be t a k en t o <l llo w r or a 9"ie t a nd pel-sona liLed setting 

wh e n cI<l sses <l re in session. 

L 9uipment/F urtllshings: 

The cI<lssroonb wil l be r urtl lshed with d esks <l nd co mr-o rt<lb lc se<l ting <lS well ;)S p le nt:~ o r 

she lving 0 1- o ther suc h storage space. A white-bo<lrd wi ll a lso be loca ted In e<lch roo m. 

Mechanic<lVL lectri c<l 1 5~stems: 
5~ste ms tha t w ill be p,-ovid ed ill these rooms cons ist o r electrica l access so <lS t o p e rmit the 

use o r- p e rso na l compu t e rs, p rolectio n device::. <l nd o ther such mech<lnlca l devises used III the 

<lss is t a nce or- t eachillg. . 

5Ite/ E.xt e rior Lnviron men t Consid era ti o ns: 

An access r-ro m the exterior wo uld be be ne r-i c ia l beca use th e n<l tu re o r- the roo ms. ThiS 

wo uld a llo w priva t e access so as not t o disturb o th e rs using dMeront p a rts o r- th e l ibra l-~ . 
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5eminar R ooms 

Units: 5 
Unit Ci'1pacit,Sl I 5 
Net 9Ui'1re Fed/ Unit: 4,00 S9uare (ed 

Total N e t Area: 2000 sCjuare f-ed 

acilities 

F urpose/ F unc b on: 

The P"ITOSC and (un c tion o f- th esc moms IS t o ;·dlo w (01- a mo re p e rso na lized ;md intriGl t c 

manner o r learn ing. With a smaller class size, th e inbmi'1c~ of- thc II~tcracbon o ( thc t C::"lcher 

and thc student:, can I-each a greater leve l. The SCllilnar room wdl a llo w ror a gre<lter IIlter::"lC

t ion be tween the students a" we ll. Th iS space IS also Intcnded f-Ol- a mo re high- leve l ed uc::"l

bon 01' .. mOI-e dif-Flcl dt s ll bject matte r . 
-

A cbvitie,,: 

5tuden ts Will o nce agalll be taught b:J the ir t eachers. H o wever, In th iS case, there Will be 

more o ( ::"In IIlteracbon be twcen the studcnts thcmselves a ttend ing th e class With the t eacher 

acting a" more or- a m diator o r gl ldc ( 0 1- the s tu dents. 

5patlal Rel<ltlonshlps: 

The seminar rooms wdl be loca ted In thc sa me sector of- the b uilding as the cI<1ss'-ooms. 

Thce Illa:J ho wever bc o n ."1 dM ercnt leve l t o <1 l1 ow (or a mo re pnva t e a tmosphc r '. The:J wdl 

a lso loca ted o n a n cxt e n o r edge o r- the bU lldlllg t o a llo w ror <1CCCSS to direct s ll n llght, b llt 

thiS ma~ <1150 be done VI<1 adJa cenc:J t o interior a tnunl s. 
, 

5 eC la l Considera tions: 

,--onsldera t ions wi ll bc t a kcn t o prov ide (or the needs o r th e stlld nts t o m<1intain a Cjui c t ::"Ind 

co mr-ortable e nviro nmen t In whic h to Icam , stud~) , and in t e ract, 

L9uipment/F urnlshlllgs: 

These rooms wdl be (uril ished mu c h Ilkc the c la""rooms t o a llow ror a ll modern teachino o 
needs such <lS computers, de"ks, chairS, t ab les, cab illet space, white - boards, etc. 

M ech<lnicaVLlectrica I 5:Jstems: 

The mechanica l <lnd electnca l s:Jst e lT1s wdl be consis t e nt with the c lassmoms CIS we ll. 
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Multi- M ed i<l F <lci llbes duca tional -
Units: 2 

Unit Cap aCl t!j : 50 
Net Scpl<lre Feet/ Unit: 1,000 sCju are Feet 

T o t a l N e t Arca: 2 ,000 sCjuare r-ee t 

acilities 

Furpose/ F unction: _ . 

These sp accs wo uld be usc d t o <l lIo w ~or <I numbe l· o f din e ren t mC<l llS o r acccss ing or dis

pl a.'::Jing inr orma t ioll. The.'::J will <l ll o w a grc<ltel- unders tandlllg o f th c IIlr orm<l b oll be ing 

resc<l r c hcd b::J crea ting <I ple tho ,·a o r opb o ns FOI- <lna l::JLlng, v iewing el nd exp e n e nc lllg delta. 

Sp<lti<l l ReI<l ti onshlps: 

The Sp.:lCCS would be loca t ed disp e rsed th roughollt th e bll dd lng. Th is wOli ld il ilo w the stu

dents t o e.:lsd::J aeccss th e "pilce as well a s the o th<.:.- usas of th e Ilbra l-,:). The::J wdl <1 150 be 

loca t ed o n lhe in tenor o r the bu dd ing o n th e nlld-Ievels or th e b Uilding t o .:l lio w r or the need 

r 0 1- con t ro lled light In the sp<lce as well as a Cju le t atmosphere. 

C,pecia l Considcra ti on,,: 

E>ecause or the <lbu ndance o r t echno log.':J and e Cjuipmen t in this sp.:lce, there must be a 

sp ec ia l cons id era tion as t o the c llmacb c eond ltio lls of the spacc. It m<l.':J nced t o h<lve more 

vc ntd Cl ti o n beca usc or the hea t thro wn or-r b~ th device" . A lso. th ~se spaccs wdlnced 

added secun t.'::J t o a llo w r-or thc protection oF the expensive e Cj u lpmen t. 

L Cjuipment/F urnishings: 

Th is w.ll cons is t o r eCju lpmc nt c<lpab le or- d ispbllllg IIlr ormatioll or da t a 011 numbcl- or dlrr er

en t leve ls. The r-lirn ishings will provide co mForta Ie se<l ting <lnd .:lceess t o work and sh, d.':J 

a rca. 

M echa nlcal/E lectrica I S.':J" t e n,s: 

The mech<l n lca l .:lnd e lectri ca l SL s t em" mu st be sllriciell t: t o CLlver the ext r.:l ' 9"ipme nt 

loca ted in th e"e two rooms . It wi I a lso be necessar.'::J t o have greater ven tda tlon in thcse rooms 

t o malll t <l ln a comFo rt<lb le t e mpe ra t ure. 
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Computer R ooms 

Units: 'i 

Unit -a p ac,t.'):)5 

N et 59uare Fe>t/Un,t: 7505 118re feet 

T o t 8 1 N c tArea: 'i,000 s9uarc eet 

acilities 

F u 'Tose/ F u ncti on: 

Thesc rOO l1l s a l-e a llo tted to th e access o f computas. The~, <l lio w use rs o f the lib ra r.') 8 nd 

th e clClssrooms IIltcm t <lccess 85 we ll. 

5p8ba l RelClbonsh lps: 

T he comp"ter roo ms w())Ild he somewha t sprcCld th r()lJgho lit t he b lldd lllg . 50_me wOllld he 

10cCltcd Ilear the clClssl"Ooms wh de o thas wOlild he 10Gl ted ne8r th c e ntr8ncc 0 1 the b uild ing 

8nd the s t 8cks t o a llow t he usc o r o mpukrs throu,iSho lit thc b udding. 

5p 'clClI - onS lderClbons: 

Al lo wing for t he C8se of co mp u ter a nd IIltemet ;lCCCSS th rougho ut th e b Uilding will be bk ' n 

IIl t o Cl-count. Loca tions or thcsc rool1ls In thc mos t CO llVCll len t P;ll-t s o r- th c bU ild ing will be 

considered, plClceslll > those close to the sbcks, nC.:1r the en tr.:1nce, in close prox lmit.') t o 

classrooms. e t c. 

L9 1l1 p mcn t/ F um lshlllgs: 

Comfortable se<l tl ng.:1s wel l as rUnllsh lllgs on which t o crC<ltc <l p erso na l wOI-k sb b o n 

capClb le or supporting 8 compu tcr wdl be III these rLloms. 

!::>e h8v lor81 ConslderCl h ons: 

These spaces nCl'd t o he sOI1l t'wh;l t open t o a llo w r o r the cast' o f ;lccesslllg th ' co mp utc rs 

wh Il the sp8ces 8re III h ig h use. 

M ech<ln lcaVLlectnc.-d 5yskms: 

Th 5' roo l1ls l-e9ulre 8 greater e>. t cn t o r electnca l s:Jstcms duc t o 8 11 the CO l1lpll ters and th e ir 

ext e nt o r use. T hes' rOO l1l s wdl .:1 150 re9u in:: l1I o re e>. te llslVC 111 'chClIl,ca l s,ystc ms as well 

beca use o r the greCltcr nc d ~or ven tda b on. 
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ducational -
U IlIts : 5 
U nit Capac , t~f 20 

N e t 59uare Feet/ Unit: 500 s uare r eet 

Total Net Area: 2.500 s9uare -eet 

aci lities 

F u'Tose/ F unctio n: 
These spaces a llo w r or th e d is pl <l~ o~ in~o mla tion r or th e obserwlIlce o~ 0 groll p o~ p eop le. 

5pa tl a l R.cl a tionshTs: 
These rooms are located near the clas::.rooms and the multi m >d '<l r ocd ,t,es due to th e n<lb Ire 

o ~ the ir ~lInction . 

5pecd Considera tions: 
It must bc cons,dercd that the::.c rooms wdlnced th e speCial <lb d,t~ to eas ,l~ odJust: th c level or 

interior lighting. . 

L9ulplllent/ F unl,shlllgs: 
These roo ms wou ld be r"mished With seats tha t <l lso have their o wn sma ll <1dJllst<1b le tab les 
in o ,-der to takes notes. -

M echan ,c<lVE l ectn c<l 1 5~stems: 
These roo ms will have a n o utle t a t ~ach desk to ;1l1ow r or the usc o r a la ptop computel-. 

57 



Audito rium ducational -
U nib: I 

Unit Capacit~ 200 

Net S9uare F eet/ Un it: 4 )500 s9uare r e et 
T o ta l Net Area: 4-,500 sCjuare r-e et 

aci lities 

F urpose/ F unc tio n: 
This space a ll o ws a la rge gmup or- peop le to be ga th e n,: d togeth e l- r o r a comm o n purpo se o r 

activ it~_ 

Activit ie s : 

Speeche s a nd o the r inFo l-mative acts o r p e l+o rmances ca n be g ive n In this "pace to inFo ml o r 

en tert ain th e gmup. 

Spatral R e la tionshi s: 
Due to the siz.e a n th e likel ihood o r a n e leva te d no ise level, this space wo uld be loca te d 011 

the lo wer Flool-s neal- th e o ther- ed uca tiona l bcrli tr e s. 

Specia l Considera tio ns: 

5 eca use or- the volume o r the space, co nsidera tio ns mu s t be nlade as to th e centra lit~ o r the 

loca tion or- th is space in rega l-d s to th e o th e r aspects of the Il brar::J. 

E 9 ui pme nt/ r=urnlsh lngs: 
This roo m wo uld be r-ul-nished with s e a t ing co mr-orta b le For ;Jppmximatel~ I 50 eople. A 

pel+orma nce stage a nd p o diu m wo uld also be present III this space. Sound an projec tio n 

e 9uipme nt will be necessa r::J . 

5 e hav io ra l Considel-ations: 

5 eca use of the la rge a mo un t of peo ple in th is space, e ntr::J wa::Js and eXit wa~s mu st be co n
sidered to a ll ow For all ea s!j Flo w o r trar-ri c. 

M echa nicaVE le ctrica l S!jste ms: 

_ Iec trica l and mechanica l s::Jste ms in this s pace mu s t be slMic iellt to acco mm odate the la rge 

a mo unt of people and pl-esen ta t io lls o r p e rl-o rma nces. 

Site/ E.xte l-ior Lnvimnme nt Considera tio ns: 

A ccess Fro m the extel-io l- or- the building wil l be impo rta nt to lim it the numbe r of peop le 

walking thl-ough o thel- mar-e p l-iva te parts o r- the librar!j. ThiS will kee p disturba nces o r- this 
na ture to a minimum. 
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R estrooms ducational -

U nits: 2 

U nit i'l p i'lClt!;l : 8 

N e t 911i'lre Fed/ Unit: 500 s lie re r cet 

Total Net Area: i ,000 s9l1are ee l' 

acilities 

F U'T0 ,; ' / F u nc b on: 

This sp :lCe rlll lCb ons t o a ilo w th e maintenance or p 'r,;oIlCl I h~ Jg , e nc . 

Spatial Relationship,;: 

Ther roo ms wo ,dd kwe a centr<lllclC<l t,on betwe 'n <III or th c room,; IIlcorpor<lted IIlto the 

ed" cCl h on",1 bcdlhes. 

E.9uipmcnt/F unl lshlllg '; 

These rooms would be e9 l11ppcd with to, lcts, lInn",ls, slilks <lnd <I pl:KC o r s i'ol-<lgc r or clc.)n

ing e 9 u 'pme nt. 

M cchCln ica VElcc tnca I S!;Is t e l1ls : 

Flumblllg i'lnd acccss to wi'lter wOlild he re91llred ror these roo ms <15 well as ven td<ltlon. 
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Units: 10 

Unit Cap iKlt.';f: ;, 

Net Scpl a re Feet/ U n it: 2005 ua re r ee t 

T o t a l N e t Area: 2 ,000 sCjLJ a re -ee t 

/ 

F urp ose/ F u ncb on: 

The Fllllc ti on or these ploccs a llo ws the administro t o rs p nvo t e sp ace t o do th e ll- wo rk a nd t o 

ho ld sma ll conFere nces with o th e r e mplo.';fces. 

S p a b a l Re lab onsh lps: 

The pnvo t e or-r ices ;1I-e loci'l t ed on the Ilpper noors or t he Il bror~J on the ext enor edge or- the 

b Ulld lllg. 

S p ecio l Consldera b ons: 

f)eca Ll se or the priva t e nCltu rc o r th tr r u llcb on, t hcsc mOIll " nced a Cju ic t i'l tmosphcre t o be 

mos t productive. 

E..Cj u ipmcn t/ F unl lsh lllgs: 

T h ~ se rooms Wi ll be rUnl lshcd wi th 0 siLcab le desk on wh ic h t o work ~ I o ng with a number o r 

cho irS. T h e.';f w dl 0 150 bc r Uril lshed with s toragc spaces. 

M cchall lcaVE..lcctnca I S.';fs t e ms: 

N o t much IS needed 111 th cse rooms aS ide r-rom a computel- and p holle Ime ~Ild some o th er 

o utle t s r or personol lig ht ing Ilkc a desk lo mp a nd othel- such d'vlccs. 



5tudio O~rices 

Units: 10 

U nit Capaclt~ : ) 

N e t 5cjI, a ,-e F e et/ Unit: 2.00 s lI<lre r ee t 

T o tal Net Area: 2. ,0 00 sCju a re -ee t 

~ ttice s 

f urpo se/ F un c ti o n : 

The r unc ti o n o r th ese sp3 ces is to a llow r-o r mOI-e o r-ri ce space ,r need e d b~ the direct o rs o r 

t he libra rLJ ' The se orr-Ices wo uld gene ra ll~ be alloca t ed to tho se nillning the e du caho n3 1 

a spe ct 01 the l, b rar,SJ a s we ll a s th e p rogra mmati c p ari: invo lved In running CO mlTlLmlt~ meetings 

a nd coun crls . 

5 a tl a l Rela tionships: 

h ese s p aces wo ,rld be lo ca ted o n the uppe r rIoo rs o r th e br ,ddlllg t o allo w r o r pnv<1 c~; close 

t o the pnV<lte o rrlc's a nd also in close proximit,SJ t o th , cd u c<l tl o na l r<1c ilitie s IIl co rj-")o r <t t-cd III 

the I, b ra r~ . 

L Cju'pment/ F urn Ish Ings: 

The se roolll s wou ld be e 9u'ppe d Illu c h l ike the pnva te o rrices. 

M echa n,caVE lectnca I 5 ,SJste ms: 

These roOIllS wo uld o nce agalll m<l t c h the pl-ope lTles o r the o the r pm'a t e o rrl ces III both 

s~ste ill s. 
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Shipping & R ece iving 

Units: 2 

Unit Cap aCl t!j : 10 

N e t S 9u a ,-e F e d / Unit: 2000 s 9u a ,-e ~ee t 
Total Net A,-ea: 4000 s9uare r ee t 

ttices 

F' urpose/ F Lln ction: 
Thi" s pace wo uld be used to run the d e pa ,-tment o r shipping a nd ,-eceiving. It wou ld rlJll cho n 

to hOll se a ny e9u'pmen t , me ,-chand ,se or o th e r objects brough t into or shippe d o ut o r thc 

II bt-ar.t;t. It Will a lso fun c tion as a parttal sto rage Sp3CC. 

S ;l h i11 R e la hon"hips: 
h ~ ship Ing a nd recelvlllg d e partmen ts will be: loc<1 tcd o n th c cxte no l- or- the bt illdlllg o n th e 

s id ~ with t c o th e ,-o~l ces. 

pec,a l -o nsidera ho ns: 

l - his space will need to be open to a ll o w th e movemcn t o r la'-gc r obje cts . 

L9 Lltpl1len t/ F u rn,sh Ing5: 
It will be furnish ed with e Lltpme nt enabling th e movcm nt o r Ie rgcr objects e<1sd.t;t th ro "g ho " t 

the Sp 'KC. It will be furn,s ,ed with <1n~ necessar~J c 9111pmc nt s Li ch <1S co mpute rs ;lnd s nw ll cr 
machlllcr!j. 

M echan ,caVE lectnca ISl)ste ms: 

V e ntda tto n will need to be mOI-e slgnlrlca nt In this spacc d"e to th e IJ se o r heavier mach ,ne'-~J 
a nd the possib le exha ust contlng in rro lT) the del ive r~ ve hicles o uts ide. 

S ,te/ L;>. te rio r Lnvlron me nt -o ns,dcra tio ns: 

This wdl be loca ted to wa rds th e back o f th e b udding <1 nd have ItS o wn access From th e 11I <1 ln 
roads. 
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R. es troo ms 

U nits: I 

Un it Capaci t!;) 8 

N et 59uare Feet/ Un it : 500 s uare Feet 

T o ta l Net Area: 1,000 s9ua re -eet 

/"--,,, fFi ces 

f urp osc/ F u nctioll: 
T his space FUll c t ions to a llow th e ma intcnance or p ersona l h!;)giene, 

5pabal R.ela t ionsh ips 
There roo ms wOll ld havc a centra l loca tto ll be tween a ll o f th e o ffice s , including both priva t e 

and s bJ dio d Flces, 

L9u lpmcn t/ F UrtllShlllgS 
These roO rtl S wou ld be e9 ulpped with todds, uri na ls , sinks and a p lace of stol-age FO I- clean

IIlg e9ulpmen t. 

McchallicaVLl ectrlca I 5~stems: 
flum blllg and access to water- would be reCjIJlred Fo r- these roo ms <15 we ll as ven tila tio n , 
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Retai l - Displa.t) 

Units: I 

Unit Cap aCl t.t) : 75 
N e t S 9 ua ,-e Feet/ Unit: 10,0 00 s9 ua re r-e et 

T o ta l Net Area: 10,0 00 S9 1J are r-e et 

etail 

Fu rpo se/ unc h on: 
The r-unct lo n o r this space is to a llo w r-Ol- the b ,-o wsing o r me rc ha ndise wh ich IS p laced o n 

sale. 

A c tiviti es: 

F eo p ie move th ro "g ho "t th e spa ce looking a t me rc ha nd is e a nd d ispl a~js . Some sma ll socia l 

inte ractio n ma.t) occu r be twee n b U,:Ier a nd se lla. 

Spa t ia l Rela ti o ns hip s: 

This " pace will be Ioca tcd o n the extcrio r o r th e b ui ldi ng a nd be s me wha t " e p a ra te r-ro m the 

o ther ma jor r-unctions. It wo uld be mOI-e adjace nt to th e e du ca tio na l racilitie s tha n the s t.'lcks 

o r- the li b ,-a r,:l 

Speci;)1 o ns ,de ra b o ns: 

This s pace wo uld nced ,,"1 a d dcd a mo unt o r seclll-it.t) and e 9uipme nt to ma in ta in th e mc ,-c ha n

d,se . 

_ 9uipmen t/ F unl ,s hi ng": 
Ad e 9 ua te s helVing <'Ind d ,spla ,:l cases wo ul d be includ ed III the r- unl ,s h,ng o r th is s pace ;)s we ll 

a s e 9uipme nt r o r sec ll rit.t). 

E:>e h av io r<'l l Con s id e ra tio ns: 

F eop le ma,:l like to spe nd t ime ta lking to o nc <'I no th er, s o th e a isle s or- th e re t <'l il d is pla.t) <'I I-ea 

sho uld be Wide e no ug h r o r ca s.t) p <'lss <'lgc. 

M echa nical/Ele ctrica l S .t)ste ms 

Onl.t) mi nima l elec tri ca l s.t) s t e ms wi ll be nccd c d r-Ol- this spacc; o nl,:l t o a ll o w r-o r securit.t) . 

S,te/ E .xte rio ,- Enviro nme nt Cons id e ra tio ns : 

T his s pace wi ll have it s o wn e nt ra nce to a ll o w it t o be o pe n a nd s e p <'l ra t e r-ro m th e o th e r 
r-un cti o ns o r- th e I, b ra ,-.t) . 
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Reta il - S t o ragc 

U IlIts: I 

U nit a paclt~r 2 

N e t Cjll i'WC F ed/U n it: 'i00 SCj IJZlre reet 

Total N , t Area: 500 sCju[lre r ec t 

eta;1 

F ulTosc/ F unc tion: 

The pllrpose or- th is SpZlCC IS t o [l ilow r 0 1- th c sto l-.:1gc Clnd ' Cju lpm en t llse d in th e retCl d book 

s t ore. 

'-' p[ltla l R ela tionsh ips: 

ThiS s nCC IS IOCClkd nd)<1ccnt t o th e dlSplCllJ and mal-ket pbce of the book store t o nl lo w ror 

cas 0 access to suppllcs nnd m.:1 t en"ls b:) the ret'lI lers. 

'-' p eclal ConSidera ti ons: 

ThiS SP[lCC must he IZlrge ·nough t o house n il o r th ' posSlbl > merchandi"e sold m the s t ore. 

_ Cj ulpmcn t/ F urillshlllgs: 

Onl~ bCls lc cCj lllpment nnd rllrillshlllgs ClrC n cdcd ror thiS s~"'Zlce such as shelving and CO lln

t ers. 

M cchan lcClV _ lectnc[l I Sl)ste lll s: 

Llnllted mech.:1nlc[l 1 c lIIpment IS n 'eded r or thiS SpZl C >, h ut It IS s tdl e Cjll'Pped With he.:1 t1ng 

and vcn tdatlon and on lj Simple Ilg htmg IS reCjlllrcd . 

Site/ E ) ,tcnor Environ men t -o nSld erZl b ons: 

ThiS spi1ce will not he vls lh le rrom the ext enol-. 
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I\e tai l - I\e stroo ms 

U nits: I 

U nit Cap ac lt!;l : 8 

Net 9uare F eet/ Unit: 500 s uare feet 

T o ta l N e t Are<l: 1,000 s9 11 are 'e et 

etail 

F urpose/ F unctio n: 
This space ~uncti ons to a llo w th main te nance of perso na l h!;l.!;ie ne . 

Spatia l R e la ti o nships: 
These rooms wdl be 10 -<t ted a~l <lCen t to the dlspb:J <l nd m<tl-ke tln.!; asp e ct o f the reta d space. 

E9 11ipment/F urillshlll.!;s 
hese roo ms wo uld be c 9111pped with tOilets , urln<tls . s inks <tnd a place o f s tor<t.!;e fo r clean

Ill.!; e CjlJlpmen t . 

M echa llicaI/Elecb-ic<t ISyste ms: 
Flum b ln.!; and a cee s" to wa t r wo uld be re Cj ul red for th ese mO I1l" as well a s ve nti l<t b o n. 
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Ca~e - 5eat ing 

Un its: 2 ( 1 indoor & 1 Outdoor) 
Unit Cap<lC lt~ ( 100 indoo,-) (50 Outdoor) 

N et 59uare F e et/ Unit: 2 ,000 s 9uare Feet 
T o ta l N e t Area: 4',000 s9uore r ee t 

F urpose/ F unctio n: 
This space is used to sea t a ll or- the ~"'\ co p l e who elre being served or using the se l"Vlces o r th e 

caFe. 

A c tiv,tlcs: 
,-"ociil l, L,ng, ea ting <tnd o the r s"eh elctlvi tie s will t<lke pl<lce In thiS space . 

5 a ti <t l Relationships: 
he C<l r e will be located <ldlZlccnt to the ret<l d f<lcd,bes locatcd 0 11 the rlrst riOOI- or ,·he 

l,b-a r~.J 

5pc-,o l Cons idera tio ns: 
/:)eco use o r the so mewha t bo,stel'Ous Zl tmosphc re th Zl t c<tn be generel ted In Zl c:l e. <t spec'ill 

a ttcn ti on to thc con tainmen t o r sound will be considered . 

E91 1lpmen t/ F unllshlllgS: 
he space wd l be rUrll ,s l, ed wi th ode uatc sea ti ng and t<lb les For the a llo tted a mo unt o r 

people. The rurnlture exterior to the udd ,ng will be more durab le <lnd wea ther proa l'. 

/:)e h<tv io ra l Considera bons: 

This sPelce el ilo ws ror th e eel b ng a nd Ill oveme nt to Flow cZlsdcJ to th e o" tsid e iF enJoLJ nb le 
wea th e r is th e ca se. . 

Mccha n ,caVE lec IT , c<t 1 5~stcms: 
5tZJndard mechclllic<t l and electrical ,,~s te ms For Zl pu b li C ca re wdl be ,n co 'TorZltcd III thiS 
space. 

5 Ite/ Exte ,-ior Environ me nt Considera tio ns: 

The ca re will have its o wn e ntr~ <t nd will be eas ,l!) access ib le Fro m the exte ri o r. T he e nvil'O n

me nt Will be rllll~ la ndscil p ed With re b xlIlg Fea tures , poss , b l~ the usage o r 0 w<tter Feab,,-e wdl 
be e lllp lo~ed. 
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U nits: I 

Unit CapaCl t~ : 15 

Net Scplare F eet/ Unit: 1,000 s9uare (-eet 

T o t a l Net Area: 1,000 s9l1are reet 

F urpo:;e/ F unc ti on: 

Th · PlliTose a nd run c tion o r th c se spaces wo uld be t o ;; lI ;;tain th e ca re. The prc para tion 

o r rood and the storage o r supp lle;; al"C necessar~ r 01" thc C.:'J c. 

A c tivIties: 

Foo d wdl be pre p,'I"cd In thl;; .tI"ea In o I"d CI" (-or the ;;crvlce o r the CII ;; t o mer;;. 

S a h <l l R.el ah o nshlps: _ _ 

his Sp<lCe wou ld bc loc<lted ngh t no ,t to the se<l ting <lrea 01 th e ca l e In o rder r or the mo"t 

e>.p ed len t and produ c tive serv lcc . 

E lllpmc n V F urillshlllg ;;: 

AI c 9l1ipmcn t <lnd rllrnlshlllg ;; needed t o pre p <l re and m<l lll t;)ln rood will be loc<l t e d he re In 

the btc hen: e 9U1pment sLi ch a;; dl;;h wa;;hCl"s, s inks, s t ovcs, and o the r "uch d eVices. 

M echan lcal/Electn ca l Syst e ms: 

R.L1nnlllg W<l ter a nd mo re elec tnca l o utle ts wdl be needed r or thl;; a rea d Li e t o the large 

<l mo unt o r e l ectnc lt~ need ed t o rLin a btc he n as well as add ltlon<l l ven ltla tl on. 
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Ca~e - R es trooms ate 

Units: 1 

Unit Cap.:l c lt.';l : 8 

N e t S9l1a,-e Feet/ Unit: 500 s lI.:lre r eet 
T o ta l Net Are.:!: 1,000 s 9l1are -e et 

F UlTose/ F II IlCtlon: 
This space r unctions to Cl ilow the nJ Cl lnten Cl nce o r pcrsona l h9gie ne. 

Spatia l R e ICl tlonsh,ps: 
The se rooms wdl be loca te d adjacent to the se.:lting Cl nd se rvice 31-ea o r th ' Cill c a nd be 

a ccessi ble to the c mplo,lJ ees or th e CClr c': Cl S we ll. 

E 9 l1l pmen t/ F lI mlshlllg s 
These rooms wou ld be e9 l11pped with to dets . lInnills . sinks ilnd.:l pbce o r storage ror clciln

ing e 9u'pmen t. 

M echa n,cal/E lectnca IS.';I"tems: 
Flum blllg and access to wate r wOldd be re9l1ired r or these roo ms i1S we ll ilS ventda tio n. 



5 tac k::. --- ta cks 

U nits: 1-

Net 5911arc Feet/ Unit: Appmxlmatcl~ :7 5 ,000 s9uarc reet 
T o ta l N e t Area : 150,000 S9uare fee t 

f ulTose/ F unction: 
The purpo::.e of th ese spClces is to hOllse the di rf e l-e nt gen res of book::. r 0 1- til e li b ra r~. 
The~ a llow the user to browse aro und looklllg r-or a n~ Inte re sting o r wan ted rea d ing mate rial. 
The s e space::. wdl ;l lso ho use ,-e f e rence mCl t e ria ls, penodlca ls, and o th a such med ia as videos 

and dvds. 

A ctivitie s : 

!)ro wsing around looki ng for books is th e malll i1c ti vi t~ III th e se s p i1ces. 

5patlal Rcl i1 t1 onshl ps : 
The ::. tacks a l-e loca ted 111 th e cen t ra l pi1li: o f the b uilding a nd ;lre i1 number or- stones tCl 11. 

5pec iClI Cons iderations: 
5pecli1 1 considerations wdl be looked i1 t concerning ho w the books are accessed b~ th e 

peo ple i1 nd how people move through th ese sp<lces. 

L 9ulpme nt/ F urillshlllgs: 
These spaces Will be r- li rn ished with man~ s he lves and s tands In o l-d e r to ho ld th e books i1nd 

o th e r ma te ria ls. 

Mech i1 nicaVLlec ti-ica I 5~ste l1ls : 
An extensive mechan ici11 s!Js te nl Will be used to mo nitor th e I-oo m cond it io ns to make Sllre it IS 

bes t su ited r-or the books tbt are being ho used. 

5ite/ Lxterior Lnviron men t Consld e ri1 tio ll s: 

The ::.e spi1ces wi ll be visi b le fro m th e exterior or the bui lding because th e~J i1re th e b uild ing's 

ta lle st co mpo ne nts . 
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C hwld r> n's Section tacks 

U nits: 1 

Net Sg lJ i'l l-e F eet/ Unit: Appro>"ITli'l t cl.tj 15,000 sgua l-e red 

T o t a l Net Areo: 15,000 sguarc re d 

P urpose/ Function: 

The p l"-P0se o r thIs s oce I " t o o llo w th c c hildr n t o hove i'I plo ce or th eI r o wn . The~ wil l 

have a lo wer p ortio n 0 one o r th e s t acks whI ch houses a ll o r the ll- ma t e n Cl ls. 

Acti vI ti es: 

Ch ddren browslllg thc space Cl nd e'pcn e n c lllg kno wlcdge <1 nd hl stOI-~J ' T he spoce wd l o lso 

inc illde Cl sl Ide n IIlnlng rl-O ITl thc th ird riOO I- t o th e second rloor Cl nd t hen From th e second rloor 

t o the rwst rl oor. 

SpotiCl I R. elCl tl on"hlps: 

The s t acl s arc loc<1 t ed In thc cen t rol part o r the b uddlllg and ore <1 nll mber or stone" ta ll. 

Special Conslde l-a tl on,,: 

Specl<11 consIdera tio ns wdl be looked o t how the chddren CCln bes t be proved with <1 unlg"e 

p lace or thc lr own . somewhi'l t sep i'l ra t c rrom the othcr malll sbcks. 

E g IJ I pmcn t/ F u m Ish IIlgs: 

These sp i'lces wdl be rllnllshed with mi'ln~ shelves ond stands III order t o ho ld th > books i'lnd 

o ther motenals. A lso, the chddren wdl be p rovldcd with spectaiseotlng sllch os bea n hag 

cha ws th rougho llt the space. 

M cchClnicaVElec tn cCl I Syst e ms: 

An ext ens ive mecho nlci'l l s-'Jstcm wdl bc used t o mon lto l- the room cond itions t o Ill i'lke s ll re It IS 

bes t suited r or the book" tha t ore be ing ho used. 

S it e/ L>-- t el-ior L llVlro nmen t Considera ti o ns: 

Thesc spi'lces will bc VISi b le rrom the c>. t c riOI- or the b udding becou sc th e!J ar th e bui ldlllg's 

t Cl llcs t componc nts. 



Lobbo/'Checkout 

U nits: I 

N et 59ual- Feet/ Unit: J ,000 s9u;ll-e (eet 

Total N e t Area: 4-,000 "9uare (ee t 

- tacks 

P urpo se/ F unc tion : 

The (tinction of this sp<lce is t o Zl ilo w (or the e lltr:J W.3:J illto t he st.3cks Zllld t o Zl ilo w rO I- th e 

check-ou t o ( books <llld o th e r m.3tel-i<l ls. 

A c tivIti es: 

P eople w'! l be checklll.f5 o u t t he ir books <llld o t her m8 te n Zl Is III thiS sp<lce. Th is IS a lso t he 

Sp<'l CC whe re peop le <lccess e<'lch or t he d irren: ll t M :'lC ks . 

5 atlal Rela tio nships: 

he L obb:J w'!l be loc<l t ed ce lltr<l ll~ 0 11 th e (I r ,;t rioor <'I nlld st the two grollplllgs of (o ur 

st<'l cks . 

E .9 Lllpmell t/ F u rIllsh IIlgs: 

This "pZlce will be (III-lllshed with <'I nWIIl desk t o ;lccommod<'l t e the Ilb ,-a nZllls alld th ei r 

resp ons,b .!,ties. 5e<'l ting Will a lso be provided III <l I,nllted a mo unt III thiS SpZlC~ . 

M echa n lc<'lI/Electnc<115L stems: 

T he electnca l s:J"tcms w.! h<'lve t o Zlcco nlmod;l t e ror lightlllg :Ollld co mputers .3lld <1 11 o the r 

e9uipme llt loc<'l ted <I t the ( ro llt de"k III e<lch 10bbLJ. 
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Units: I L' (8 Pll b ll c & 8 pnv;l te) 

Unit Cap aclt.') 50 

N e t 5 911 a l"e F eet/Unit: 1,500 s911 a re ~e et 
T o t a l N et A re<t: 2.4,000 s911 <t I"e reet 

-tacks 

P urp o ses/ F lI nch on: 

The se sp aces wtll p rov ide s 'a t ing r 0 1" those brows lIlg th roug ho ut th e Il h ra r.';! a nd the s tacks . 

A c tlv lhe s: 

5 ittlllg <1 nd read ing wtll t a ke place In these ;lreas. 

5 a h a l R e lah onshlps: 

he se sp aces wtll be d ispersed th ro llg ho llt th e h lltld lllg nea l" a ll o r the malo r Func ti o ns t o 

a llo w r or s tll d~Jl ng, seating and relaJ\lng th roughou t thc b udd ing In ;l conlori:<lb le e nviroll mcn t . 

5 eCI<l 1 .onsidera b ons: 

he 9I J;l llt,t1 <lnd I vel or pnv;lc~J o r <lch space IS ;I specd considera ti o n. ThiS IS so to 

a ttempt t o acco nlnlOd<t t e ;I II poss lb lc needs o r thc people. 

E..9l11 prncn t/ F u rtllsh Ings: 

Comfortable se<t b ng, t ab l 's. c hairS, desks, and o t her suc h eC'jlJtpme n t wtll be f u rn ished In 

the se sp <1ces. 

M echan lcal/E.. lectnca I 5lJs t e ms: 

These sp <lces w tll <1 ll o w for electrl c<t l ;lccess f ro m the seahng In C<l se 01' p e l"son<t l compute r s 

o r o th e r devices. 
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U nits: I 
Unit <"I p aCi t.';J : 8 

Net S9u<"l ,-e F eet/ Unit: 500 s 

T o t <"l l Net Area: 1 ,000 s9 uare 

lIare ree t 
-ee t 

C tacks 

F UlTosc/ F unc tion: 
This s p<"lce I:unctio ns to a llo w th e m<"l inte nance o r personZiI h:::t~ , e n e. 

Spabil l l\e la bonsh'Ps: 
These roo ms wdl be loca te d adJaccnt to on <l lte matlng ~Ioo ,-s to il ll o r- the seil ting/io llnglllg 

sp<lces to provide <lcce"" from ei th e r th e re 01- the sti1 cks . 

E 9 u I pme n t/ F 1I rn I sh IllgS 
The"e roo ms would be e9u'pped with to dets. 'lnllals. s'llks alld a place or stor3ge r-Ol clean

Illg e 9U'pmcll t . 

M echan ic<"lVE lectrica l S.';Jste ms: 
Flum blllg and access to wa ter wo uld be re 9utred r or th ese roo ms as we ll as \'en tdatioll. 
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acumen a Jon a 

ovem er ecem er 

eSJ n: 

The design 

intrica ll~ examining 

site tha t was 

selecet a long 

oodward Ave . 

o t the surrounding 

streets was 

denoted a nd an 

done in a ve r~ dia

g ra ma tic a nd basic 

programmatic 
method. 
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This is a Furthe r 

c urre nt g rid o f 

D e tro it directl~ 
e~ects th e si te . 

Th e c urre nt g ri d 

wa s extended ove r 

th e site us ing 

va rio us vie w-po rts 

~rom a ro un d th e 

s ite a s we ll as a n 

ext e nsion o f 

roads. e re ) 

we re hig hlig hte d 

t o be Fo rm ed 

thro ug h exa mining 

b~ th e g rid a nd 
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-
I I - ., 

~ ... .. 
' .... . 

I 
I 

tl aving studied the 
site in drawing and 

sketch Form) a site 

model was made to 

attain a better 

models were then 

made to Fit on this 

site mod e l a nd to 

begin to under

stand what kind of 

was appropriate 
~or this loca tion. 

he models we re 

made at a 1 :200 

scale. 
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A number of var~ing 
attemts at a vague 
building Form were 

created using this site 

n the ti rst tew 

tion inhabitet the 

entire site. This was 

create a sense at 

and create as man~ 

at this intention, the 

building almost 

seemed to take on 

the teeling at a 
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..... ~ ... to' oj. •• • • • -- . 

, 
./ . 

t avi ng created 

various torms trom 

the series ot site 

studies in both 

drawing and model 

~orTl ) sketches 

were done o~ what 

the trom ot the 

building might 

become) t1ere) it is 

e evations a re in~lu
enced b~ the 

the grid stud~ ~rom 
the series ot 

created. 
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her the sketches 

began to take on 

more o~ an angular 

~orm) a new seri es 

were created at the 

J : 200 sca le to 

stud~ how this 

insertion came 

across in sca le and 

on the site. The 

began to address 

oodwa rd more 

the cam~}us la~
outs. owever) 

much o~ the site 

now seems unuti

lized. 



Models were then 

made at a larger 

sca le to gain a 

being created b~ 
these angu lar 

forms. Iso) the 

, , 

IIlg va ri ous means 

of movement both 

throughout the 

building as well as 

the site were 

these iterations o~ 
desig n. The 

a ng ul a r ~orm was 

of itsl still basic 

site. 

, 
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Du ring this design 

The idea of a roo F-

a nd the addition of 
a n a dditorium was 

added to the 

stacks were sought 

ta nce of our 

histor~ a nd source 

of education t o 

o ur c ulture. wa ll 

detai l was also 

ra ting lig hting 

directl~ into a 

transluscent wa ll to 

distinguish rea ding 
areas. 
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acumen a Jon a eSJ n: 

anuar - arc 
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t'*- " " . . ~ ~. 

·v 

Most o~ the design 

changes done to 

the bui lding torm 

were done through 

computer pro

grams. The desigll 

was a lte red 011 

ma n~ levels) 
illcludi llng the 

all rba 11 ark 

t~illg it to the site 
alld the ~abric o~ 
the cit~. Also) 
va ri ous floors were 

the tectollic move

ments goillg on. 

Man~ other fea

tures were incorpo

rated as we ll. 
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--one U5JOn: 

The in t en t o ~ this pro je ct was t o achi e ve a mo derniLrl ti o n o ~ the t~po l og~ 
o~ th e curre nt l ib ra r~. In d o ing this , th e proj e ct would a dd re ss su ch iss ue s a s the 

imp o rta nce o ~ tim e a nd place in ou r soc i et~ a nd cu ltu re toda~ . T he s e iss ue s a re 

o~ grea t impo rta nce beca use o ~ the ir re le va nce t o eve r~o n e . Lve r~one ha s the ir 

o wn de ~initio ll d place a lld tha t is co nsta ntl~ cha nging a nd a d a pting o ve r time. 

The l ib ra r~ , ha s no t evo lved with o ur societ~ a nd thu s , ha s s o me wh a t s ta rte d t o 

beco me irre levan t with o ur c urre nt g e ne ra tio n. Man~ eo ple now acce ss in~or
ma tio n thro ug h compute rs a nd o th e r mea ns o ~ techn o og~ . ti o we ve r, we ca n 

see th a t the l ibra r~ s t ill pb~s a s igni~i ca nt ro le in o ur soc iet~ . This is a ppa re nt 

th rough til e su ccess o ~ rece nt l i b ra r~ d es ig ns d o ne in c itie s such a s S ea ttl e o r 

Fhoe nix. 

S uc h li b ra ries as t hese have prove n t ha t the li b ra r~ is sti ll vita l t o o ur 

soci et~. lib ra ries no t on l~ p l a~ the ro le o ~ ho using o ur i n~orm a tio n , but the~ 
a ls o a re a civic ins t it ution, a socia l ins titution. Upo n vis iting til e South~ie l d 
lib ra r~ in D etro it , I witne ssed a b ustl ing p lace ~ul l o~ vibra n c~ ; peo ple o~ a ll 

ages, ~ro m ch ild ren t o ad ults, we re p a rta king in t he l oca ll ib ra r~ . T hi s ne w l ib ra r~ 
had see med to gr-as p t he co nce pts o~ wh a t o the r existing lib ra rie s see me d to be 

lacbng , the conce pts th a t had shihed p ast the use ~uln e ss o ~ t ll e s e places ~ul l o ~ 
b ooks, b ut it ins p ired th e comillu n it~ to co me a nd t a ke a n inte re st in the ir o wn 

c ulture, t hei r o wn past , the ir o wn soc iet~. 

What wa s it tha t ma ke s these li b ra ries so di~~e re nt ~ro m the old o ne s? The 

a ns we r is th a t th ese ne w lib ,-a ries have ~in a ll~ b egun t o in co r o ra te a spe cts o ~ 
des ig n wh ich o ur c urre nt c ulture needs a nd va lue s. R.a the r t a n s tagna t ing a nd 

beco millg a n a rcha ic re lic o ~ the pa st, we just co nti llu e to push til e e nve lope o ~ 
des ig n to meet o ur curre nt societies needs a ll d desires. The on l~ wa~ t o do 

this, is to best unde rsta nd wha t it is tll a t the soc iet~ o r c ulture inte rpre ts t o be 

the space in whicll ~ ou a re d e signing, a nd wh a t it is tha t a re thei r c urre nt re 9uire

Ille nts o ~ s uch a s space. In th e cas e o ~ the l i bra r~ , th e re is an obvio us need t o 

inco rpo ra t e a mo re integra t e d us ag e o ~ technolog~ su ch a s c o mp ut e rs a nd o the r 

su ch d igita lill e di a. A ls o , progra mm a tic re C'juire me nts beco me a ppa re nt as we ll , 

with the shih in o ur societ~ turning t o CO Ill~O rt a nd eas e . 
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I c ll o s e a s ite loca t e d in D e tro it whe re W o odwa rd Ave nu e c rosse s 1-75 . I 

c ho se th is s ec i ~ i c s it e beca use I ~e lt t ha t t he ce ntra l l i b ra r~ pla~s a ro le in bot h 

C o mm e rc ia hus tl e a nd b us t le o ~ a D o wn t o wn a s we ll a s a p lace whe re re s id e nts 

ca n ea s i l~ access. 5~ loca t ing t he bui ldi ng a t th is p a rti cul a r sit e, it is s o me wh a t 

clo se to the Detro it R ive r a nd the D o wn t o wn a rea, b ut is s ti ll loca te d in the 

mids t o~ a re side nt ia l a nd ho us ing a rea. 5~ loca t ing t he b u ild ing a t this p o int, I 

have d ecided t o link the D o wntown a nd he a rt o ~ D e t ro it with t he re s t o ~ t he 

c it~ a nd its re side ntia l a rea . T he D o wnt o wn is c urre nt l~ " un o~~ic ia ll~ » cut 01+ 
~rom t he rest o ~ t he cit~ b~ th e 1-75 ~reewa~ . It is t hro ug h the e stab lis hme nt o~ 
the in s titutio n o ~ t il e Centra ll i b ra r~ c lo se r t o t he D wn town a nd th e c re a t io n 

o~ reta il s ace a lo ng with a public p a rk whi ch b ridge s the ~ reewa~ a nd co nn e cts 

to G ra n Circus F a rk, tha t I have a tte mpte d to link t he s e tw o e le me nts o~ t he 

c it~ a nd use t he l ibra r~ as a ga tewa~ betwee n t he D o wn t o wn a nd t he re st o~ 
the c it~ . The s~s tem o ~ reta il, roo h o ga rd e ns a nd e leva t e d p a rks , a ls o a ll o ws 

~o r a b ridging ove r seve ra l roads a nd egins to e ::.tab lis h a s treet p rese nce a t 

the leve l re 9uired ~o r W oodwa rd , be ing a p ro mine nt a ve nu e in t he c it~ . 

5~ creating a mo re inviting s pace to a ll o w ~o r t he socia l na ture o~ the 

l i b ra r~ to ~ I o uris h , t his in s ti tu tio n s ho uld beco me mo re s u ccess~u l a nd re leva nt 

to curre nt soc ie ta l re 9u ire me nts a nd des ire s . T o c rea t e su ch a space, I have 

in co rpo ra ted a s ste m o ~ e leva ted pa rks a nd roo h o ga rd e ns which creat e 

int e res ting socia s paces tha t p e rmea te t he whole 0 t he b uildi ng thro ugh th e 

a rea s o ~ t il e s tacks a nd o th e r ~u n ctio n s o ~ the b ui ld ing . One s uch a s p e ct is the 

a b il it~ t o wa lk o ut 0 11 the roo~s d o th e r e le me nts o r t he b uild ing wh ich inco rpo 

ra t e o t he r u se ~ul ~un c tions ~or a li b ra r~ s uch a s a ca ~e , boo ks t o re, o ~tice s , e du

ca tio na l b cilities , a nd a n a ud it o riu m. One such e leva t e d a rk c ro::.ses ove r 

W oodw a rd A ve nu e, is vis ible ~ro m the Detro it Rive r, a n pe netra t e s into the 

l i b ra r~ o n t he ~ ihh rloor. T his c rea t e s th e opportu ni t~ ro r visit o rs t o mo ve 

tll ro ug h a nd exp e rie nce the b uild ing a nd a rks eve n wil e n the s ace is clo s e s a t 

nig ll t a nd a ls o a ll o ws ro r o the r s paces t o e o pe n a nd acce ss ib e t o t he pu b lic 

whe n the l i b ra r~ ma~ be clo se d . 
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The li bra r.lj itse l ~ co nsists o ~ a nu mbe r o~ di~~erent a ngubr ~o rm s wh ich 

see m to p e ne tra t e each o the rs . L ach o ~ th ese ~orm s is consiste nt with a 

pa rticul a r ~unctio n which is bei ng inj ected into t he l ibrar~ to a ll o w ~o r a mod

e rn izatio n o ~ the t.lj oIog .lj o ~ the li 5 ra r:J . These ~o ml s begin t o estab lis h 

inte res t ing spaces o th o n the inte ri o r a nd exte rio r o~ th e b uilding 3 nd <:1 ll ow 

~o r a mo re o rga nized b.ljo ut o ~ s p ace. The s tacks th e mse lves a re s pilt into 

e ig ht ditter nt :>ecti~ ll s pe rta ining to speci ~ic su ~ect ma tte r broken up b.lj 

the D e we.lj D ec imal 5.ljs te m a nd a re 0 11 a ve r.lj o pen ~loo l- plan with co mp ut

e rs access and stud.lj :>paces incorpo rated througho ut. This a lso a ll ows ~or 
a grea te r leve l o~ o rganization a nd ease o~ access t o th e in~ormati~n whe re 

the s t acks a re sepLlrated into si mila r o r re levan t subjects loca t e d next to 

each o the r. A s.ljs t e m o ~ ra mps loca ted a ro und a centra l a triul1l space in the 

middle o ~ each section o ~ s tacks a ll o ws ~o r .3 co ntinua l ~I ow th rougho ut t he 

stacks. The stacks th e m:> e lves a re a lso b ro ke n up into ha lves with a shih in 

~Ioor heights. Tll is crea tes a grea t e r leve l o ~ o rga niza tio n as we ll. Also, in 

the stacks th e leve l o~ til e ~ou rth and ~ihh ~Ioors has been re moved in certa in 

p arts. This is to represen t whe re th e roo h o p gardens a nd the p a rks begin 

to p e netra t e into the stacks. 

The b uilding begins to re la t e t o its he ritage a nd loca tion in the c it.lj o~ 
Det roi t b~ beginning t o revea lilow it was cons tructed and put together. 

The ci t .lj o~ D etro it had lived o~~ o~ us industr.lj and this l1l ust begin t o be 

re presented. The s tru ctu re o~ the bui ld ing is made visi b le th ro ugh a n 

express io n d con nectio ns a nd s tru ctu re thro ugho ut the bo th the exterio r 

a nd inte rio r o ~ the build ing. M oveable p a ne l wa ll s su rro und th e spaces 

whe re the books a re s t o re d to mode ra te til e a mo unt o ~ na tura l lig ht t hat is 

a ll owed in this s pace . The ~a~ade o~ th e b uild ing is l1l ain l~ g lass t o a ll ow the 

peo ple inside expe rie nci ng t he b uilding t o be seen ~ro m o the rs o utside o~ 
the bui lding. This is done t o a llo w people ~rom both inside and outs ide to 

view ho w the p eople move a nd c irc ula t e t hro ugh til e b uilding both ho rizo n

ta ll~ a nd ve rtica ll.lj. 

Although t he build ing t a kes into accou nt man.lj o~ the issues whic h a re 

re leva nt t o th e th es is , I ~ee l tha t it cou ld s till ma ke a stronger connection to 

the surround ing co mmunit~ . The ~o rl1l a l design co uld a lso be modi~ied 3S 

we ll. 
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